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BEST BUY REWARD ZONE MEMBERS, 
WE SAVED YOU REALLY GREAT SEATS 


“<cOLD 


PLAY 


CD, Viva la Vida % 
ye available June 17 instores. 
ler at BestBuy.ca/Coldplay Best Buy Reward Zone members, you're in luck! As a member, you're 


going to get first shot at a limited number of Coldplay concert tickets 
BEFORE they go on sale to the general public. 


For your chance to get a pre-sale code, go to BestBuyRewardZone.ca, where you 
can sign in and request a code beginning at 8:00am PST on June 5, 2008, ° 


Your pre-sale code gives you an opportunity to purchase two tickets 
online to one of Coldplay's seven Canadian concert dates. 


Buy | rewda rd zone Pre-selling for the July 29 Edmonton concert at 
bi 8 Rexall Place starts on June 11 at 10am local time. 
— 2 @ 2 
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THE REAL PARTY ISN’T IN THE CLUB. 
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Recently graduated? GET AN EXTRA *500 OFF. See de 


VISIT YOUR ALBERTA CHRYSLER, JEEP., DODGE DEALER OR DODGE.CA 


Wise customers read the fine print: A, @, These limited time offers apply to retail deliveries for personal use only on new 2008 models. At participating dealers only. Price includes freight ($1,250 for 
Callber) and excludes license, Insurance, registration, any dealer administration fees, up to $75 PPSA and applicable taxes. Dealer order / trade may be necessary. @ Starting 
FINANCING PROVIDED BY from price of $17,245 applies to Caliber SE (23A). MSRP for Caliber SRT4 (28S) model shown is $24,995. & My Ride student program Is offered on most new and unused 2007, 
2008 and 2009 vehicles. Dodge Challenger is ineligible for offer. $500 will be deducted from the negotiated purchase/lease price after taxes. Program ends June 30th 2008. Visit 
your Dodge dealer for complete details and conditions. (x) Based on 2007 Canadian sales and market share growth. ® Jeep is a registered trademark of Chrysler Canada inc. 
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$3.75 BIG ROCK PINTS 
TUESDAY NIGHTS! 
CJSR'S EDDIE LUNCHPAIL 
SPINS ON THE 

MAIN LEVEL 


BEUIA FLOR / 35 


“I've always wanted to try and invest in 
Calgary and instead of going where the 
Action is try to start the action in Calgary 
and in Alberta. It's a struggle trying to be 
an artist in this province and | think 
Edmonton is the exact same way.” 
—Stephen van Kampen, musician, on ded- 
icating himself to the Alberta music scene. 


BIKE MONTH / 7 


“Whats really more indicative for me is the 
increase in the number of people who are 
willing to ride in the winter. It's always hard 
to tell in the summertime because everyone 
loves to ride in the summer... but in the win- 
tertime, then you can really tell. And we've 
seen increases every year.” —Cliff 
Vallentgoed, owner of Redbike, on the 
increasing popularity of cycling in Edmonton. 


AGAINST THE GRAIN / 21 


“Courtesans, geisha, kabuki actors— 
some were ads for theatre or brothels, or 
lowbrow decorative nature scenes. In the 
late 19th century, you see landscapes— 
people could be tourists in their country.” 
—Jim Corrigan, curator, on his exhibit of 
Japanese woodblock prints. 


THE UNFORESEEN / 28 


“The other ace in Dunn's sleeve is the 
sheer aesthetic beauty of the film. Dunn 
and cinematographer Lee Daniel shoot 
much of The Unforeseen like landscape 
painters, pulling striking, lyrical images 
out of both the natural world and its man- 
ufactured, suburban cognate."—David 
Berry, critic, on Laura Dunn’s documentary 
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June is Bike Month! 


Enjoy these free events and activities throughout June: 


Ride-in Movie Nights * Mocktails on the Bridge 
June 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 June 12 & 26 

7 pm @ Metro Cinema 4-6 pm @ 109 Street & 97 Avenue 
9828-101A Avenue 

June 21 Bike Salons 

9:30 pm (byo picnic) & 10:30 pm June 3, 10, 17 & 24 

(film) @ Victoria Cricket Pitch 7 pm @ Three Bananas Café 
12130 River Valley Road 9918-102 Avenue 


Commuter Race & Breakfast Bikeology Festival 

June 4 June 28 

7 am Start (Optimum Health Free mechanic checks, prizes, cycle 

71 Avenue/109 Street) group displays, solar-powered music 

Finish (Breakfast at South Library Plaza & Sustainable Future Fair 

101A Avenue/100 Street) until 9 am 12-5 pm @ Beaver Hills House Park 
105 Street & Jasper Avenue 

24 Hour Bike Repalir-a-Thon 

Noon june 14 to Noon June 15 For a full listing of events visit: 

Edmonton Bicycle Commuters’ www. bikeology.ca 

BikeWorks 10047-80 Avenue (rear alley) 


Bike to Work Breakfasts BIKE@LSGY 


june 6 & 27 

7-9 am @ 109 Street & 88 Avenue 
june 20 

7-9 am @ 109 Street & 97 Avenue 
June 13 

7-9 am @ Churchill Square 


THE CITY OF 
monton www.edmonton.ca/cycling 


JUNE IS 


MAY 29- JUN 4,2008 = W/W WEEKLY 


5 


TILMA / 
ISSUES / 1) 
DYER STRAIGHT / | 


Better late than never? 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
rom a public relations perspective, May hasn't been the greatest month 
Fe the tar sands industry or the government of Alberta, which is scram- 
1 bling to pull together its $25 million tar sands branding exercise at the 
same time as stories that fly in the face of the spin keep popping up. 

First, of course, there was the international fallout from the 500 ducks that 
died at the end of April after landing on a Syncrude tailings lake. Then came the 
revelation that last September one million litres of wastewater containing oil and 
grease was released from a Suncor upgrader into the Athabasca River. The good 
people at Suncor finally got around to telling the people in Fort Chipewyan, a 
Mikisew Cree and Athabasca Chipewyan First Nations community downstream 
from the tar sands operations, about the spill this month. 

Next, a report released by the Pembina Institute found that after four 
decades of tar sands operations only 0.2 per cent of disturbed land has been 
certified as reclaimed, taking the sheen off those glossy photos of happy bison. 

On May 27, Liberal environment critic David Swann released yet another 
piece of evidence, this one a November 2007 report prepared for Suncor that 
found more than five million litres per day of toxic water from a decades-old 
tailings lake have been leaking into the groundwater and the Athabasca River. 

Not surprisingly, none of these revelations come as comforting news to the 
residents of Fort Chipewyan, who for years have tried to draw attention to the 
high rates of rare cancers they are witnessing in their community. Alberta 
Health and Health Canada are now investigating the reports, and the Alberta 
Cancer Board is conducting a review of cancer clusters in the community, 
which it hopes to complete by the fall. 

The government is in full damage) control mode as the month draws to a 
close, with more than a dozen investigations of its own on the go. Responding 
to questions by Swann in the legislature, Premier Ed Stelmach revealed that his 
government is pulling together a comprehensive baseline study of toxins in the 
water and soil to replace the “bunch of little things ... a study here, a study there” 
that the government has been relying on up to now to monitor the largest indus- : 
trial project on the planet. Not a bad idea after 40 years of activity, but it’s shock- 
ing that it has taken a month of crises to convince the government they may 
need a way to measure what’s happening in the north of the province, v 
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types of protein available: animal protein 
is bad and plant protein is good. Evidence 
is showing up every day to back this up 
and the strongest case comes from the 


evolutionary past was one of plan 
foots, shoots and berries. 
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of the stuff is only fries, a pickle, let- 
tuce, tomato and ketchup you will sur- 
vive much better. There has never been 
a case of protein deficiency unless the 
victim was simply living off, say, choco- 
late cake exclusively. 

There is a difference of degree in the 


range-fed organic animals the protein 
problem would still be there. 

We deceive ourselves into believing 
that we evolved as carnivores. Sure, we 
are omnivorous and probably oppor- 
tunistically ate the odd dead bird or 
whatever, but the vast history of our 
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Aonth rides the wave of cycling popularity |remcmmcian a. 


from start to finish and all the events are 
free. Here's just some of what's happen- 
Ing around the city to celebrate your 
two-wheeler. For full details on all 
events, visit bikeology.ca. 


of Edmonton might seem like 


an undertaking tantamount to 


; CADIAN COMMUTER CHALLENGE 
that can turn the right-hand lane into a Sign up at commuterchallenge.ca to 
pothole-littered, rim-bending slalom. take part in this cross-Canada compe- 

ic tition. 
There's the issue of the particularly 
albertan affinity for oversized trucks to 
contend with. There are the kilometres BICYCLE MOVIE NIGHTS 


EVERY MON (7:30 PM), METRO CINEMA 


open, multi-lane sprawl that 
sabe A Check out page 30 for film reviews 


extends out in all directions, where it 
seems as though city planners are 
actively discouraging travel by any 


BIKE SALONS 
means save the automobile. EVERY TUE i -f 4 THREE BANANAS CAFE 


aaeank the (SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL SQ) 
ee sare pea Discussion nights on a range of bike 

borne Recents aie cicn ue topics including winter cycling, adven- 

pe which ia ex Fire cain ture travel and cycle touring 

ty —_ pd ee See ae BIKE-10-WORK BREAKFASTS 


{VERY FAI (7-9 AM), VARIOUS LOCATIONS 
Free breakfasts, tune-ups and tardy 
slips for cyclists on their way to work 


BICYCLE WAITING CIRCLE 
THU, JUNE 5 it AM ~ NOON), THE CARROT 
(Q351 - 118 AVE) 


Come pen your best ode to the bike or 


But despite it all—or perhaps 
because of it—Edmonton is home to a 
vibrant bike culture with a long history. 

“’m an original Edmontonian, and 
I've worked in shops since the late- 
‘70s and have owned this shop for 11 
years,” says Cliff Vallentgoed, the 


owner of Redbike, one of Edmonton’s rant at the automobile 

many speciality bike shops. “And | 

would say that Edmonton has always BIKE JEWELRY WORKSHOP 

had a bike culture. Back when I was ; THU JUN 5 (7-990 PM), HARCOURT HOUSE 

first in the business Edmonton had the (10215 1251) 

reputation of being the city with the io | JUNI - JUL 1, 2008 can best be seen during the harshest —_plan will continue the trend of the Lear to make jewelry from salvaged 

highest per-capita bike ownership of = BIKE MONTH months in the city. past decade bike parts. Registration required at 

any Canadian city. Now, how much Ee VARIOUS LOCATIONS: FREE “What's really more indicative for “Certainly we hope that with a shift info@bikeology.ca 

riding people were actually doing back AIKEOLOGYA me is the increase in the number of __ in policies and with the bike plan tak 

then might come into question, but ; people who are willing to ride inthe —_ ing a little bit of a different direction, _} MOCKTAILS ON THE BRIDGE 

there was a bike culture that people winter. That to me is the real indica- we hope to be able to encourage | THU, JUN Heat FLID EARONE | 

wanted to be a part of. Of course the they get there and have alll their stuff tor. It's always hard to tell in the sum- _ more of the on-the-fence cyclists who | PARK (NORTH END OF RIGH LEVEL BRIGGE) 

culture changes and now it changes _ with them," he says. mertime because everyone lovesto _are not at the state where they're Free smoothies made by a bicycle 

more rapidly than ever, but there defi- It's a trend that shows that the bar- _ride in the summer ... but in the win- ready to get out and ride their bikes to powered blender and bike tune-ups 

nitely is one. Just take the Edmonton _riers that keep people from embracing __tertime, then you can really tell. And _ work to pull more people over to the 

Bicycle Commuters and Critical Mass _ cycling as a way to get around the city _ we've seen increases every year." cycling side of things.” 24 HOUR REPAIR-A-THON 

and People’s Pedal and stuff like that— _are falling at the same time as there Claire Ellick, a sustainable trans- STARTS SAT, JUN 14 ne BIKEWORKS 

take all that into account and youcan _are more reasons than ever—from portation engineer with the city of ENCOURAGING more people to get (10047 - 00 AVE, ALLEY E TAA tf) 

start to see the shape of it.” skyrocketing gas prices to the costs Edmonton, says that such observa- _ behind some handlebars instead of a A 24-hour bike repair marathon hosted 
While much of the cycling in _ associated with owning and Operating _ tions about the jump in the popularity _ steering wheel is also the goal of this at the Edmonton Bicycle Commuters’ 

Fdmonton is still recreational—moun- _a car—for people to start cycling. of everyday cycling are reflected in _June’s fourth annual Bike Month, the shop. Stop by for a free tune-up or to 

‘ain bikers tearing up trails in the “Over the years even without high __ the statistics. month-long festival which grew out of help out 

River Valley and families making use _gas prices we've seen more and more “Based on the 2005 household trav- _ the popularity of the day-long Bikeol- 

cf the extensive multiuse trails the people wanting to ride. 1don'tknowif el Survey cycling trips per day are up _ogy Festival, which has been around RIDE-IN MOVIE , 

city boasts—Vallentgoed says in 1 could speak to the general trend _certainly—they've increased by 150 _ since 2001. i HN ‘| Na CRICKET PITCH 

recent Years he’s seen ashiftinthe city-wide, but for us we've definitely per cent between ‘94 and 2005, so "The whole beginning of Bike (RIVER VALLEY ADAU) 


‘ypes of bikes people are looking for moved our average age upwards over __ that's great to see.” Month and Bikeology has to do with An open-air showing of the ‘80s clas- 

when they come into his shop. the last few years. People for whom While cycling still accounts for just wanting to make biking more accessi sic The Goonies and judging of the 
“| have a lot of people coming in the excitement of their first car and _ over one per cent of trips in the city _ ble,” explains Molly Turnbull, one of blow your own horn” writing competi- 

and saying to me, ‘Hey, I'm looking that sort of thing has faded enough _up from 0.4 per cent in ‘94—Ellick _ the organizers with the Bike Month tion. 

‘or a bike to ride to work.’ People are _ that they're starting to see the down- Says that 25 000 trips are now made _— Coalition. “We can talk until we're LOGY 

buying for utility a lot more than they sides and want something that's a lit- __ by bicycle every day in Edmonton. blue in the face about what infrastruc CHUN 78 (G0H.-5 PU) BEAVER ILS 

used to. That’s not to say that people _— tle more economical. I think people The long-awaited update tothe ture there is, about what facilities, HAlist TAR MGR AIC ce 

aren't buying mountain bikes to go come to the other benefits of cycling 1992 Bicycle Transportation Master about myths about how people think ibe : ‘ 

ut and play, but we sell alot more after that, at least some of them." Plan, which guides how bicycles are _ they're in trouble in traffic when really The annual festival, featuring a 

‘ity bikes that have been accessorized Vallentgoed says the upswing in _ integrated into the overall transporta~ _ they have to be watching for other tainment, prizes, ape and a 

specifically to make it easy fora per-  Edmontonians who think of bikes as _tion system, is set to go before city homemade bike trailer contest. 


son to get to work and be clean when _— more than just a recreational activity council in July. Ellick hopes that the CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 
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leading Canadian trade and 
Az: interest lawyer says 

that Bill 1, which at press 
time was set for third reading in the 
provincial legislature, violates consti- 
tutional law and should be with- 
drawn by the government. 

In an opinion commissioned by the 
Canadian Union of Public Employees, 
Steven Shrybman, a lawyer with the 
firm Sack, Goldblatt and Mitchell, 
says that Bill 1, the Trade, Investment 
And Labour Mobility Agreement Imple- 
mentation Statutes Amendment Act, 
2008, “directly confront[s} basic con- 
stitutional norms, including the rule 
_ of law and democracy.” 

“We found five grounds upon which 
the constitutionality of the bill and the 
agreement it seeks to implement 

_ would be a fail,” explains Shrybman 
over the phone in Vancouver. “In sim- 
ple terms this is an attempt by the 
executive of a government—the cabi- 
net—to arrogate power to itself from 
the legislature and from the courts and 
_ even from the federal government, 
» because much of what they purport to 
do they don’t have the constitutional 
mandate to do,” 

Bill 1 is the enabling legislation 
for the Trade, Investment and 
Labour Mobility Agreement (TILMA), 
a bilateral agreement between 
_ Alberta and BC which began on Apr 
_ 1, 2007 and will come fully into 
" effect in 2009 if both provinces pass 

the required legislation. 


— S_ ae 
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2 TILMA 

The government says the agree- 
ment will eliminate unneeded barriers 
between ‘the two provinces to create 
the country’s second-largest econo- 
my. In introducing the bill this April, 
Premier Ed Stelmach said it would 
“help ensure that Albertans can 
quickly take advantage of opportuni- 
ties on both sides of the border with- 
out being hindered by unnecessary 
government and regulatory red tape.” 

But critics say TILMA will have a 
devastating impact on the ability of 
governments—which under the 
agreement includes everything from 
the legislature to municipal councils 
to local school boards—to pass leg- 
islation in the public interest. 

“It’s a preposterous initiative. The 
government presents it as an innocu- 
ous, limited enterprise and really 
that’s anything but the truth,” explains 
Shrybman. “It's very broadly framed. 
Article 4 says that governments 
shouldn't pass measures that interfere 
with or diminish investment, trade or 
labour mobility. Well, there’s little that 
a government does that doesn’t 
impact the market, whether it’s land- 
use planning or an environmental 
standard or a license to develop the 
tar sands. Virtually all of that has a 
huge impact on the market. Suddenly, 
under TILMA all that’s fair game for 
challenge by individuals or companies 


Alberta Views 2008 
Short Story Competition 


Stories should be no longer than 3,500 words, and not 
previously published. Include a separate cover letter with 


story title and author's name. Author's name must not appear 


on the story itself. The entry fee of $30 includes a year's 


subscription to Alberta Views, Deadline for submissions is 


June 30, 2008. 


The winner will be published in our December 2008 issue 


and will receive a prize of $1,000. The contest is open to 


all residents of Alberta except employees of Alberta Views. 


Include a SASE if you'd like your manuscript returned. 
Please don't send originals. 


Mail your submission to: 


Alberta Views Short Story Contest 
Suite 208 - 320 23rd Avenue SW 


Calgary, AB T2S 0j2 


Or e-mail: shortstory@albertaviews.ab.ca 
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Bill 1 unconstitutional says trade expert | 


based in BC and vice versa.” 

Complaints would be brought 
before an arbitral tribunal which has 
the power to award monetary 
awards of up to $5 million. 


In his opinion, Shrybman argues - 


the legislation violates the constitu- 
tion by addressing matters of inter- 
provincial trade, which falls under 
federal jurisdiction; limiting the exer- 
cise of legislative and governmental 
authority by imposing financial 
penalties on the province for the law- 
ful actions of governments and other 
public bodies; harming judicial inde- 
pendence by handing powers from 
courts to ad hoc tribunals; giving cab- 
inet the right to nullify decisions of 
the legislature; and violating privacy 
and privilege by authorizing the col- 
lection and disclosure of information, 
including personal information and 
privileged communication. 

Shrybman says that if passed the 
legislation could be challenged fol- 
lowing a ruling, but given its constitu- 
tional implications a group or 
individual could claim public interest 
standing and bring the matter before 
the courts now. 

“It's really quite astonishing that it 
could happen and that it could get this 
far without it provoking a real storm 
of protest and controversy. It’s a dis- 
turbing kind of indictment of how 
much attention people are paying to 
issues like this, even though they 
speak very directly to the basic build- 
ing blocks of a democratic society.” w 


ae 
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BIKE MONTH 


things—those things are very impor- 
tant—but how do you get that out 
there and how do you get people 
engaged and committed to wanting to 
do something that they already know 
is fun and rewarding, but it’s that 
commitment to get them out there?” 

The answer Turnbull and other Bike 
Month organizers came up with was to 
simply create venues where cyclists of 
all kinds—from committed commuters 
to track racers to timid first-timers with 
a new cruiser—can come together to 
celebrate and discuss the varied and 
vibrant bike culture in the city. - 

“That's why the core of Bike Month is 
actually arts and celebration, creativity, 


different bike cultures—plural—coming - 


together and being celebrated ... and 
various events where you can talk about 
different things and be in a space where 
there are a lot of bikes,” Turnbull contin- 
ues. “Because without a feeling that 
you're doing something together with 
other people it’s your own motivation, 
it’s just me getting up in the morning 
and not turning the keys to the car. So, 
what's going to invigorate people— 
that’s the whole celebratory angle to it.” 

The result is a calendar (see side- 
bar) full of social events designed to 
simply give cyclists a reason to stop 
and spend some time with like-mind- 
ed people. 

“We like to have the bike-to-work 
breakfasts and mocktails in a place 
where a lot of cyclists go by, so we do 
them in and around the High Level 
Bridge. It’s a great way to introduce 
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| A rosary in one hand, a spoon in the other, each nun recites a | 
| Hail Mary per mouthful, and lingers, eyes shut, in an ecstatic | 
flush before tasting the next bite and fingering the next bead. | 
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people to the community of cyctjcy. 
because people on their commy; 


_ stop and you can see it on their ;.,. 


they're just so pleased to hang out 
Turnbull is also exciteq about th 
increasing focus on the arts the fest) 
val is embracing, including artis; 
endeavours such as a writing comp : 
tition about cyclists’ experiences Wit! 
cars, a writing circle focusing on pe 
ning odes to the bicycle ang @ Work 
shop on making jewelry from ys 
bike parts hosted by Harcourt House 


rs ALL an attempt to bring a soci, 
aspect to what can often be a solita 
experience, which Turnbull hopes wi 
give individual cyclists the Energy to 
Keep pushing for the changes in the 
personal lives which wil] make the: 
more likely to keep pedalling. 

“Tl hear once in a while ‘Oh yea ; 
just keep on my boss about havino 7 
shower at work.’ People are talkin. 
there’s an awareness that work is much 
more satisfying and much more prodiic. 
tive if you have some exercise s, 
they're pushing that on their employer 
and saying, ‘I want safe lockups for my 
bike, I want a shower, I want a locker | 
want somewhere to store my suit jack 
and that sort of thing’” she says. 

“And that’s really wonderful io 
hear—when the bike cultures have 
upped the ante enough that they’; 
visual, even if you only read abou 
cyclists doing these wonderful things 
in the newspaper, you still feel a pari 
of it. And so you feel like, ‘Yeah, i'm 
part of a whole and this is the righ: 
thing to do and I’m going to take 
some action at work or I'm going t 
insist to my partner that I need those 
extra 15 minutes to get ready to get 
on my bike,’ or what have you.” 

Those little initiatives, in tur: 
make the switch to cycling easier {01 
other people. 

“There’s a normalcy about commut 
ing. Once you have it in your life and 
you're used to packing up in a certair 
way and you get around the sweatine 
by changing at work or what have you, 
there's quite a normalcy and an every 
day-ness about it. It isn’t strange or for 
eign and it certainly isn’t dangerous 
and it isn’t for a fringe crowd, there are 
lots of different subcultures within the 
community. It’s really good to be able 
to touch base with all kinds of peop|: 
doing all kinds of cycling in differen! 
ways, then it's so normal.” 

While Bike Month is heavy on cr: 
ating a sense of community and a cel- 
ebratory atmosphere around the 
bicycle, ultimately it’s also about mak 
ing fundamental changes in how pe: 
ple get around and how the city ': 
designed. 

“| think there's definitely a political 
aspect, because we're trying to fo! 
ward the use of the bicycle. Just by 
creating a feeling of larger communi 
ty, if you have that feeling of together 
ness then there’s a propensity to wor! 
together in the future and build up 
new and exciting events and facilities 
in the future,” she says. 

“We're trying to overcome barriers |! 
our mentality to become a big city, fo 
become a big livable city. We've started 
to take a trajectory around that with cily 
planning and with non-profit groups 
and other groups coming together (0 
build cycling culture so that we can have 

more. people on the streets, and there > 
nothing better for the city than that.” ¥ 
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Proposed coal strip mine has worried residents getting VOCAL 


‘LAYTON MARSDEN / vocalalberta@gmail.com 
\s early as the middle of June 2008, 
sherritt 1s expected to file application for 
i coal strip mine at Dodds-Roundhill near 
fofield, a small town of just under 2000 
sesidents that has been a hub for numer- 
«=\ us generations-old family farms for 
nuch of its nearly 100-year history. 

The proposed Dodds-Roundhill mine, 
darely an hour's drive from downtown 
idmonton, would be the largest strip 
nine in Canada, and would eat up many 
of these farms. In its projected 40-year 
ifespan, the strip mine and its associat- 
+d coal gasification plants would also 
equire nine million cubic metres of 
water annually and would create thou- 


LY OUR OWN:B&.Bem 


4, 


1904-80 Avenue 
Edmonton 
440-4811 


# p an a Yr | 
eel rr 


= 
Or ee af 
’ E 
hak = oy 

mips 


sands of tonnes of'CO7 emissions. 

This is not the first time that a strip 
mine has been proposed for the area. 
Some 30 years ago, farmers in the area 
managed to stop a proposal for a simi- 
lar project. The curfent process is now 
in its second stage, with what amounts 
to a defining of terms taking place last 
year. Although Sherritt has not yet 
filed application with the ERCB—and 
No official action can take place until 
that happens—there are fears that 
once the application is made, many of 
the questions regarding local and 
regional impacts will not be included 
in the review process. Cumulative 
effects of development in the region 
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may be disregarded for a more finite 
view to this project, and definitions of 
who is adversely affected may be lim- 
ited and hard to challenge, thereby 
minimizing effective opposition from 
all concerned parties. 

Despite plans to bring in the water 
required for the project (including a pro- 
posal to pipe in greywater from Edmon- 
ton, which fails to account for the 
impact to the North Saskatchewan 
River basin downstream), it is presup- 
posed that some of the water may be 
obtained from the area aquifers them- 
selves since such a large volume of 
water will be required for a project of 
this size. Nearby Beaverhill Lake, which 
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provides feeding and resting habitat for 
over 50 000 shorebirds each year, is 
already suffering lower water levels, 
meaning there is essentially no useable 
water to be found locally. 

There are also concerns about what 
effect the mine will have on the aquifers 
serving the area and its farms. One of 
these, lying above the coal seam, would be 
removed to access the coal, and concerns 
about the lower aquifer have not yet been 
assuaged by any reasonable study. 

Although the option of CO> sequestra- 
tion underground is being sold as a viable 
option to deal with greenhouse gases 
created by the project, it is a largely 
unproven technology which has yet to 
answer concerns regarding long-term 
seepage into the atmosphere, the poten- 
tial damage to aquifers or the amount of 
land that would be disturbed. 

Economically, the product itself is 
becoming more and more unsellable in 
our largest market, the United States. 
Environmental policies which started in 
California are now in various stages of 
being adopted in more than 20 states and 
at the federal level. These policies rate 
energy sources not only by the emissions 
released at the destination but also by the 
emissions that were released in their pro- 
duction, quickly making a dinosaur of our 
fossil-fuel technology. 


IN TOHELD, as within some other nearby 
municipalities, the attitude is more mixed 
towards the mine, as the development has 
been sold as an opportunity for economic 
development and increased property val- 
ues. But even here there are concerns 
about who will be left with the bill for 
needed infrastructure and the social impli- 
cations on what has traditionally been an 
agriculture-based community. 

Benefits for farmers would.only go to 
those who sell their land for the actual 
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mine site and plant sites. Others on the 
periphery of these sites would likely see 
their land values go down dramatically 
One does not have to go very far to 
understand these concerns. Just 20 kilo- 
metres away, the town of Ryley is home 
to a landfill set to receive garbage fram 
as far away as Ontario, and land value 
on the periphery of the disposal site ar: 
already almost worthless. ; 

There are few that would argue that 
prosperity and progress aren't good 
things, but many in the area are wonder 


~ ing whether this development is worth 


the cost to farmland, the environment and 
the area's rich local heritage. Yet it is 
questionable how much real planning 
consultation and consideration is being 
given to these issues, and how much will 
merely be left to afterthought. 

There are alternatives, though; given 
time and investigation, they may constitute 
a win for the farms and communities, and 
even for Sherritt. Some in the area have a 
vision of Tofield and area being the site of 
green energy research and development 
The very concept answers to energy needs 
and investment potential, and is a forward 
thinking direction that may actually help 
our province break free from the boom-and 
bust cycle of our oil-based economy, pro- 
vide a more tenable model for sustainable 
growth and help install us as energy lead 
ers for the future. 

VOCAL, the Voice of Community ar 
Land, is a local society that is lobbying 
against the proposed strip mine and hop 
ing to explore more sustainable option: 
for their community. To find out mors 
about the society, become a member or 
get involyed, the group can be contactec 
at vocalalberta@gmail.com. v 


Clayton Marsden is an associate member 
of VOCAL and a political, sacial and envi 
ronmental activist. 
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Anti-immigrant violence 
in South Africa has roots 


DYER STRAIGHT 


GHRYANE 
gwynne @yueweekly.com 


(twas looking ugly there for a few days, 
with mobs of South Africans in town- 
ships around Johannesburg randomly 
murdering several dozen “foreigners” 
(migrants from other African countries) 
and injuring several hundred. But now 
President Thabo Mbeki has acted deci- 
sively: he has announced the establish- 
ment of a panel of inquiry into the 
violence. That should fix it. 

Just in case he gets impatient while 
waiting for the panel's report, however, | 
can tell him what it will say—or at least, 
what it should say, It should say that the 
root problem was his own government's 
“pon-interventionist” policy on immigra- 
tion: its refusal to control or even count 
the number of people arriving in South 
Africa from other African countries. 

The mere fact that the commonly 
used estimate is “three to five million” 
illegal immigrants says it all: the 
authorities really have no idea how 
many foreigners are in South Africa. But 
the higher estimate is probably closer 
to the truth, for some four million peo- 
ple have left Zimbabwe alone to seek 
work abroad, and almost all of them 
have gone to South Africa. 

This “open borders” non-policy had 
high motives. Many of South Africa's cur- 
rent leaders are men and women who 
spent decades in exile during the fight 
against apartheid, and the migrants come 
mostly from the countries that gave them 
shelter at that time, How can they turn 
away people from those countries—from 
Zimbabwe, above all—now that the shoe 
is. on the other foot? 

lt is an honourable sentiment, but 
more easily experienced if, like South 
Africa's current leaders, you lead a secure 
and comfortable life in one of the nicer 
northern suburbs of Johannesburg. If you 
happen to live in Alexandra township (not 
all that far from those pleasant suburbs) 
amidst garbage and violence and chronic 
poverty, and you don't have a job, it's a 
little harder to access such noble emo- 
tions—because one-tenth of the people 
in the country are illegal immigrants, and 
lots of them do have jobs. 

None of this justifies murder, but it 
does begin to explain it. Thabo Mbeki 
was incredibly foolish to assume that he 
Could just let foreigners flood into the 
country and not expose them to a popu- 
lar backlash. The South African media 
are filled with self-flagellating editorials 
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that all basically ask, “What kind of 
people are we if we can behave like 
this?” The answer is: not saintly inhabi- 
tants of some imagined “rainbow 
nation” that has risen above the normal 
human plane, just ordinary people under 
pressure and behaving badly. 


THE SOUTH AFRICAN POOR have been 
amazingly patient as year after year 
went by—14 years now since the end 
of apartheid—when so little has 
changed for the better in their lives 
The black poor still loyally vote for the 
African National Congress (ANC), but 
their anger was going to burst out 
somewhere or other, sooner or later 
By holding the door open to so many 
illegal immigrants, the government 
has guaranteed that they would be the 
primary target. 

Maybe this is some Machiavellian plan 
to divert popular anger from the govern- 
ment itself, but probably not. It’s just that 
the leaders don’t see what has been hap- 
pening to ordinary people. How else 
could Thabo Mbeki go on defending 
Robert Mugabe, the destroyer of Zimbab- 
we, year after year, when Mugabe's mis- 
deeds were the main reason that this 
enormous wave of illegal immigrants 
struck South Africa? 

Justice Malala, whose column appears 
in The Times (the online version of South 
Africa's Sunday Times), nailed it on Mon- 
day when he wrote: “(Our) people are 
behaving like barbarians because the 
ANC has failed—despite numerous 
warnings—to act on burning issues that 
are well known for having sparked similar 
eruptions across the globe. 

“The Mbeki government's refusal to 
even acknowledge the crisis in Zimbab- 
we has resulted in as many as 3 million 
Zimbabweans walking the streets of 
South Africa. 

“Mbeki’s resolute refusal to address 
the crisis in Zimbabwe—and his friend- 
ship with President Robert Mugabe—has 
brought them here. His block-headedness 
is directly responsible for the eruption of 
xenophobia.” 

Such plain talk is not “blaming the 
victim.” It is recognizing realities, which 
is the first step towards addressing 
them. And where the despairing poor of 
South Africa should be addressing their 
anger is not at helpless Zimbabweans, 
but at the president who let this human 
catastrophe happen. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in Vue Weekly. 
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Provincial framework welcomed, but implementation a concern 


AMANTHA POWER / samantha@vueweekly.com 


4 ne of former premier Ralph 
Klein's parting statements as 


he left office was an admis- 
ion that his government had no plan 
or the province's growth. And with 
he increasing social, economic and 
vironmental pressures of rapid oil 
ind gas development, it's easy to see 
he evidence. It’s this reality that has 
parked a new framework by the 
jrovincial government, developed to 
,reate a strategy for coordinated land 
ise across the province. 

The Land-use Framework, the result 
wf consultations involving non-govern- 
nental, aboriginal, municipal and busi- 
less organizations, is the direct 
esponsibility of Ted Morton's Ministry 
»f Sustainable Resources, but involves 
‘oordination with nearly every provin- 
ial ministry in some capacity. 

The strategy deals with several con- 
entious questions, including the reso- 


E LAND USE 
FRAMEWORK 


lution of surface and subsurface 
rights—an ongoing issue between 
landowners and the provincial govern- 
ment—as well as guidelines for “envi- 
ronmentally sound economic activity.” 

Rick Schneider, a senior policy ana- 
lyst with the Canadian Parks and 
Wilderness Society, believes Albertans 
need to pay attention to the document 
because of its broad impact across 
social and environmental issues. 

“Alberta is currently the greenhouse 
gas capital of Canada, the continuously 
rising tax rates in Edmonton, the infra- 
structure problems—it has everything 
to do with the way we manage land,” 
Schneider says. 
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The Land-use Framework is an 
attempt to make up for the fact that a 
provincial strategy for coordinated 
land use has not existed since a 
vague attempt to divide the province 
into settled and forested land over 50 
years ago. 

“Alberta has really proceeded on a 
laissez-faire approach to planning,” 
explains Jodie Hierlmeier of the Envi- 
ronmental Law Centre. “We've had a 
fairly small population, a large amount 
of resources and a fair size land base, 
so the government's approach to 
development has been that it can 
occur at any time at any place.” 

Hierlmeier says that population 
growth and the depletion of our 
resources have made the new plan a 
necessity. 

“We're seeing a lot more land-use 
conflict, so the time for this to happen 
is now. Perhaps we've been waiting too 
long for a tipping point,” she says. ’The 
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document is important for this reason, 
as the government acknowledges that 
we can't have development anytime 
anywhere. It’s just not sustainable.” 

Over the years there have been 
attempts to create land, air and water 
strategies, but most have been 
shelved or left to collect the dust of 
the legislative library as political will 
waned. But Hierlmeier has higher 
hopes about the new framework. 

“I'd like to be cautiously optimistic 
that this document will make a differ- 
ence. We've basically been operating 
with no plan to manage growth at all for 
the past few years. So the fact they're 
looking at a plan is a positive step.” 


WITH THE TIMELINES for implementa- 
tion still four years down the road, 
Schneider cautions that the frame- 
work isn’t a done deal just yet. Having 
watched the government's failure to 
implement the forest conservation 
strategy, Schneider hopes to see some 
serious initiatives by the ministry. 

“Implementation is the weak part 
in the strategy. The next six months to 
a year will tell us how serious the 
government is,” he says. 

“A legal foundation will be critical if 
we want action and not simply a debat- 
ing exercise, which happened with the 
forest conservation strategy.” 

Morris Seiferlinger, a spokesperson 
with the Ministry of Sustainable 
Resource Development is confident 
action will occur on the strategy. 


“This has been a government initia- 
tive from the get-go. There Were 
seven ministers who have co-lead 
responsibility on the framework,” he 
says. “The other thing the framework 
talks about is a cabinet committee to 
ensure the strategy is implemented 

The government has already start- 
ed a consultation processes on the 
finalized document, Which was 
released May 21. 

For now, reaction to the framework 
has been quite POSitive, but 
Hierlmeier suspects that won't always 
be the case. 

“Once we see the details of how it 
will unfold in legislation, | think then 
we'll see more critiques coming 
across sectors,” she predicts. 3 

While much of the document calls 
for conservation strategies and fo, 
limits and targets to be placed to 
ensure proper management of 
resources, it avoids calls to actually 
slow growth. 

“This is a way to mange growth in 
a way that we are not stopping it 
There will be limits placed on growtt 
in certain areas, which we haven't 
seen in the past,” says Schneider, who 
is broadly supportive of the docu- 
ment. “But if you look at the language 
in the document, it doesn't reflect a 
change in the government's view that 
growth in the province is going to be 
slowed in any way. | think that signals 
the government is staying on th 
same path.” vw 
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Time to ban pesticides 
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in my email box yesterday, news that the 
Canadian Cancer Society is calling for a 
ban on cosmetic use of pesticides in our 
yards and in all public spaces (including a 
phase-out on golf courses) made my day, 
though | quickly reminded myself that its 
\ikely a bit of a way between this and city 
council doing something concrete about 
it, and a longer way yet before products 
are actually gone from store shelves and 
neighbour's storage sheds. : 

We all like weed-free lawns, especial- 
\y if we don’t have to get down on our 
knees and pull them ourselves, but analy- 
ses like the recent one made by Jim Hole 
aren't exactly helpful. (He experimented 
with perfumes on plants and facetiously 
concluded that pesticides are less toxic 

han perfume and then recommended 
-onsulting with those trained in safe pes- 
icide use before using. But when did it 
oecome Smart to start trusting industry 
insiders?) Besides, those wearing per- 
fume aren't spraying it all over the lawns 
our children are playing on, to get into the 
air and water we all share. 

The truth is that these chemicals have 
quite persuasively been linked to a long 
list of cancers. They're responsible for the 
6000 Canadians that suffer acute pesti- 
cide poisoning every year. Capital Health 
doesn't recommend their use, and for 
those determined not to part with them 
suggests letting your neighbours know in 
advance, but has anyone ever done this? 

Pesticides have now been banned in 
135 Canadian communities and all but 
iwo major Canadian cities, leaving 
Edmonton with the distinction of being 
Canada’s largest city with nothing in 
the works. Calgary's ahead of us on 
this one—they've got a draft bylaw 
ready to go to city council in July 
pending the approval of an environ- 
mental policy group. 

What's wrong with us? Do we actually 
want to hang on to our reputation as pol- 


luting rednecks? And what's with the 
Cross Cancer Institute using them on their 
grounds to save a few trees? 


BUT THREE CHEERS for retailers proactively 
femoving the products from their shelves— 
Home Depot plans to have a Canada-wide 
removal to be completed by the end of 
2009, and Wal-Mart and Canadian Tire plan 
to have them off at least Ontario store 
shelves by the end of this year. 

And it's not like we have no options. 
Mulching the clippings is easier than bag- 
ging them, and aerating and over-seeding 
to keep the lawn thick and healthy will 
keep weeds mostly at bay (kind of like the 
host environment of our bodies, when 
optimally healthy, can keep the bad bugs 
mostly at bay). 

We'd do well to remember that leaded 
gasoline was once also considered safe by 
those profiting from sales, and dig in our 
heels with those still telling us not to 
worry our pretty little heads about our chil- 
dren playing on treated lawns, We need to 
tell those who dismiss the precautionary 
principle as naive and frivolous to back 
off—and to go get to know someone with 
non-Hodgkin's lymphoma or leukemia or 
any of the long list of associated illnesses 
and see if they can look them in the eye 
and tell them it's too bad we don't know 
beyond a shadow of doubt exactly which 
of our environmental poisons stressed 
their body to the point of illness. 

Given that almost 90 per cent of Alber- 
tans support a ban on for-vanity pesticide 
use, that physicians have spoken out 
strongly against their use, that the Cana- 
dian Medical Association has called for a 
country-wide ban and that in 2001 the 
Supreme Court of Canada upheld a Hud- 
son town council bylaw against pesticide 
use, thereby paving the way for other 
Canadian municipalities, I'm not sure 
what we're waiting for. 

It's time to pick up our phones and let 
our councillors know we want to see 
this happen in our city. And of course 
there's still room on the petition being 
circulated by Pesticide Free Edmonton, 
which you can read and sign online at 
gopetition.com/online/10190.html. w 
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This week in games 


INFINITE LIVES 


infinitelives@yueweekly com 


MAY 25, 8:23 AM—THE DREAM WORLD 

I'm standing out on a wet playing field, 
dim in the overcast, surrounded by grim 
concrete apartment blocks. There's a 
TV screen hanging in front of me, flash- 
ing bright visuals, and a controller of 
some sort in my hands. Someone is 
speaking from somewhere behind me 
and off to my left. 

“This is the most recent remake we 
published.” The voice is masculine, 
young, deep, assured. “It’s Peles Soccer.” 

On the screen, intricately detailed 
soccer dudes meet each other ona 
high-definition pitch. There’s explo- 
sions and sparkles, particle effects, 
fireworks. Every now and then, one or 
another player on each: three-man 
squad will be wreathed in flames, 
which | suppose must indicate awe- 
someness ... 

... except it doesn’t. Nothing changes. 
Mechanically, the game comprises two 
“teams"—rigidly fixed three-point trian- 
gular formations—battling for control of 
the vectors of a “ball” whose visual 
appearance is accurately modelled to the 
photon level but whose physics is well 
within the simple-Newtonian confines of 
a Grade 6 textbook. 

“This ... this is exactly like the Atari 
game,” | say. 

Of course,” the voice replies. “Peles 
Soccerwas wicked.” 

“No one will buy this in the 21st centu- 


“Why wouldn't they? Most games are 
nothing more than Robotron or Pac-Man 
dressed up in supercomputer graphics 
and ‘narratives’ straight out of a junior- 
high creative writing assignment. And 
check-out-the numbers.” 

The game is replaced onscreen by a 
spreadsheet, playtime data on every 
game I've ever touched in my life. 

“See? Historically, you've put more 
than 20 times the hours into Peles Soc- 
cer than you've put into, say, Grand Theft 
Auto IV. That says ‘hit’ to me.” 

| can’t arque with the data. The voice 
continues 

“Now, wait'll you get a load of our 
next Atari remake: Super Challenge Foot- 
ball.” 

The screen disappears, and | find 
myself lined up on the playfield in scrim- 
mage formation with shadowy figures 
that shift identities: parents, friends, rela- 
tives, ex-girlfriends. We're on defense, 
another side of shadows opposite us with 
my brother at QB 

The floodlights bang on. A synthesized 
whistle sounds. The glowing shoebox is 
snapped. Old instincts retum, and | know 
what | have to do 

Turning away from the line of scrim- 
mage, | sprint back toward my own goal 
line. After 30 yards the world shifts and 
warps, and suddenly I'm teleported 
behind my brother's blockers, charging 
straight for the back of his head. 

There’s the familiar digital sound of 
impact—BLEE-ORRT!—and it’s a text- 
book come-from-behind Miracle Sack. 

“No fair,” my brother cries through a 
mouthful of pixelated turf. “That's 


cheating!” 

“If it’s in the game,” | say, Getting 2 |; 
tle extra shove in as | feel myself yy 
up, “it's not cheating.” 


MAY 17, 2:41 PM—CHINODK MALL, CAL gap) 

I'm sitting in the sun, on the 
walk outside the Sephora cosme 
shop, waiting for my lady. The ¢, 
salad desert-buffet smellscape 
place had been giving 
headache—grapefruit, lemonars 
mango extract, chocolate, créme bri)i- 
... the beautymarketing brain trust b 
ing on women’s need to smear 1} 
selves with food? 

The people-watching out here | 
depressing, so to pass the time 
on a cell-phone game | down! 
some (drunk? bored?) reason a co 
weeks ago: Surviving High Schoo! 

Honestly, this seems like a prety 
easy high school to survive. 
class, answer some trivia q 
now and then, flirt with girls 
notes, try out for the football 
When | started playing, | tried t 
some drama by selecting the on! 
avatar available; your charac 
ents are whiter-than-white no 
what you pick, so I've been makin 
own dramatic subtext, the struga 
an adopted African child to fin 
identity in suburbia. Still, the 
moment of the game that even hin 
that “surviving high school” migh 
be a given was when my pal! Tony 
ended up comatose in the hospital wit 
a football-practice injury. 

Fuckin’ Tony ... ain't it just like that 
knucklehead to get concussed o1 
same day |'d arranged a date \ 
Raven, the school’s token goth 
with a History final coming up 
| can't afford to lose his precic 
Points, though ... | pace the hosp 
corridor, watching the clock, hopin 
Tony's parents read my agitation as « 
cern for their baby boy rather th 
eagerness to get out of there and 4: 
me a piece of pale pussy ... 

Finally, Tony's eyes flutter open 
me, he wells up with tears. “D-D 
he whispers. “You're a good frien 
sticking by me.” 

“Hey, someone's gotta look after y 
dumb ass, buddy,” | say, chucking ' 
shoulder. “Now, you just rest up an 
see you tomorrow, OK?” Exchanging 
hugs with his grateful parents, | boo! 
over to the multiplex. I’m not too late 
Raven's waiting and looking particu 
moody. | can see it in the way 
crossing her arms: tonight's the nig! 
make my move and bump her L¢ 
Meter up to Level Four. The “D" in H 
tory will be worth it ... 

Tire-squeal and horn-blare 0 
parking-lot near miss jolt me back in! 
reality. Dismissing Surviving Hig! 
School, | check the time; I've been ov! 
here for half an hour, too long for eve 
the most dedicated browser of Boc) 
Butter and Miracle In A Jar. When 
said “outside,” did my girl thin’ 
meant outside-outside or inside 
side? | find her inside-inside, sitt'"9 
by the T-Rex made of car parts, exai 
ining her purchases. : 

“Hil” she smiles; “Where were you’ 

I'm too embarrassed to answer "« 
honestly. w 
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JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 

get it, I get what it’s like to be a 

harried waitress, catering to the 
| eo whims of finicky eaters 
and demanding diners. I get the 
stress, | get the frustration, I get the 
intense urge to scream at the top of 
your lungs. I get it because that’s what 
put me through university. But I also 
know how understanding people can 
be, how just a few words can‘turn 
imminent disaster into something 
much less ominous. 

"Sorry"; “We're running a bit behind”; 
“ll be just a few more minutes”: all are 
words that can make a big difference. 
Glares, sighs and indifference will not. If 
those few words remain forever locked 
inside a pursed mouth, disaster can and 
likely will happen. 

Why the rant? Unfortunately, a 
waitress having a particularly bad 
day changed what could have been 
an exceptional dining experience 
into something less than pleasant. 
Which is too bad, because Ragazzi 
Bistro Italiano (“Pizza Boys” to 
some) isn’t a bad restaurant. In 
fact, to some, it is the place to go 
for delicious, thin-crust, hand- 
tossed pizza. 

rhe night in question started off 
innocently enough. We decided to go 
out for a family dinner, one that 
would not only satisfy my pizza- 
crazed kids but also offer a bit more 
than the standard pizza joint: more 
ambiance, more selection, more per- 
sonality and, of course, better food. 
Friends of ours are Pizza Boys (they 
still don't call it Ragazzi) fanatics, so 
we decided to check it out. 


a 


FROM THE OUTSIDE, it certainly looks 


like a typical pizza joint: plain and 
simple, blending into the concrete 
parking lot of the strip mall it calls 
home. The name is fancy though— 
Ragazzi Bistro Italiano. Four brothers 
opened the restaurant seven years 
ago and named it Pizza Boys, for 
obvious reasons. But the name 
implied it was just a pizza place, not 
somewhere to go to satisfy a craving 
for good, authentic Italian cuisine. So 
last year the name was Officially 
changed to Ragazzi Bistro Italiano 
Ragazzi still means “boys” in Italian, 
but adds some zing and mystique. And 
once we left the bleak, concrete park- 
ing lot and entered the warm, aromatic 
bistro, Ragazzi did seem more appro- 
priate. As we walked in, my eyes were 
drawn to the back wall. It’s lined with 
brick and has a semi-circle “window” 


OPEN MON -THU (11 AM 10 PM) 
FAL (TAM 12 AM); SAT (4:30 PM - 10 PM) 


RAGAZZ| BISTRO ITALIANO 
BVTO- AVE 414080 


in it, which teased us with a peek at 
the pizza chefs and a glimpse of the 
kitchen. A blackboard hanging nearby 
listed the pizza of the day—tuna, red 
onion and capers—adding a homey 
touch. Definitely more welcoming than 
just a pizza joint. 

We were quickly seated in the half- 
full restaurant and, eager to quiet our 
ravenous kids, wasted no time in scan- 
ning the menu, An order for a milk 
($1.50), orange juice ($2), soda water 
with lemon ($1.50) and a Coors Light 
($4.75) was quickly dispatched 
Although the pastas sounded tempting, 
it was the many pizzas scattered 


THETHREE AMIGOS / 16 | 5] 


around the room, sitting like kings atop 
their pedestal platters, that won our 
vote. Two 14-inch pizzas—one cheese 
($13.50) and one with green pepper 
and mushrooms ($18.00)—were 
ordered, along with two bowls of mine- 
strone soup ($5 each). The kids were 
especially excited at the prospect of 
watching the kitchen hand-togs the 
pizzas, something the menu ensour 
aged. Our waitress said she'd come 
and get them when it was time. 

In the meantime, our drinks arrived 
and my soda water had only a tiny slice 
of lemon. | politely asked our waitress 
for another, when she had time. It never 
arrived. Not a big deal, so I let it go, But 
then our minestrone soup arrived in 
fabulous, inviting white bowls, minus 
the fresh buns promised on the menu 
We requested the buns and waited. The 
soup smelled amazing but, as we are 
both dippers, we held off for a bit and 
waited some more. Still no buns 
Another request and a snap in reply. We 
also inquired about when the pizza 
tossing was going to take place. “We'll 
come and get you" was the response 

Buns finally came, but we had to 
ask for butter—three times. The once 
warm buns were now cold. Oh well, 
we didn’t need the extra carbs any 
way. The soup was delicious; the 
broth was full of flavour, the chunks 
of veggies and beans plentiful without 
being heavy and overwhelming, but 
also slightly cold by this time 

There was still no mention of pizza 
tossing, so | made another inquiry and 
got a sigh and the report that our piz 
zas were made, but the kids could 
watch someone else’s being made. Not 


Deli 


mame 


9114-51 AVE 


Edmonton 
RestauTrani 


IFE N' JEKEL 


“s Be 


i ot 


10646-170 ST 


12028-149 ST 
www.loveyoursandwich.com 
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Ragazzi's great, if you can get the right waitress 


quite as exciting, but it would have to 
do. Partway through the soup, our 
pizza came. The dilemma: eat hot 
pizza and forsake the rest of the rapidly 
cooling soup or finish the soup and eat 
Slightly cool pizza. The soup was 
amazing, SO we decided to finish it 


WE WERE SHORT a couple of plates, 


which we requested along with 
parmesan and hot peppers. The plates 
arrived only after the three reminders 
to our waitress went unheeded and 
one of the brothers saw our diStress 
and intervened. | got up and retrieved 
the parmesan and hot peppers myself 

The pizzas were delicious and 
boasted the best crust we've had th a 
long time. Tangy sauce, loads of 
mushrooms and just enough gooey 
cheese made ours hard to resist. Had 
we eaten it when it was hot, it would 
have been even better 

To Ragazzi's credit, the owners 
delivered a complimentary tiramisu 
Although it was delicious (according to 
my husband) and a thoughtful gesture 
everyone just wanted to get the bill and 
go. When our waitress did deliver our 
bill, there was no eye contact, no thank 
you, nothing At any point, just a few 
words of explanation from her would 
have gone a long way toward changing 
Our opinion, but we just felt hostility 
And she never did come get the kids so 
they could watch the pizza tossing 

Sorry Ragazzi, as wonderful as the 
food was, the experience was not. So 
go, enjoy, but beware of waitresses in 
grumpy moods. Seek out one of the 
owners though, and you just may 
have a new favourite pizza place. v 
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ERIN MIKALUK / erin@yueweekly.com 

come from a family of three 
| who all have our differ- 

ences —one of us is crafty with her 
hands, the middle child is a non-stop 
ball of energy and me, I’m Little Miss 
Social— but together we make an 
incredible team. I’ve always known 
that a restaurant would figure out our 
triple-threat formula, and The Three 
Amigos seems to be the place. 

You'd never know it as you 
approach the restaurant at the end of 
Duggan strip mall, but inside is a suc- 
cessful business run by three brothers 
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= | MON-THU (1 AM-9 PM); FAL (11 AM- 10 PM) 
=< | SAT(12PM-$:30 PM), SUN (1:30 PM -8 PM) 


THE THREE A\ 
4035-106 ST, 490,634 


who know how to cook Mexican— 
and they should, as they learned all 
they know from their Mom. Open 
seven days a week for the past two 
years, Three Amigos offers dine-in, 
take-out, delivery and catering serv- 
ice—and the brothers do it all by 
themselves 


My first impression of The T 
Amigos was a bit of a shock. I'd b 
musing about making reservation 
my party of four and was concey 
that we would have to wai 
table. Stepping inside the o 
space no bigger than your 
Subway restaurant, I thin 
would’ve laughed if I'd made 
phone call. 

Yet, unlike a Subway, the roon 
a life of its own. Hot pink, jungle 2 
and vibrant orange splashe 
walls decorated with large, re ‘ 
sombreros. Upbeat salsa and mer 
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“may have seemed” 


only served to 
fe 5 it e and we settled 
into one of two plastic booths. 
»pid you want some menus?” one 
of the brothers asked, peering over 
the bar. The grumbling of our stom- 
achs offered a clear response, and he 
us our laminated dinner choic- 
es for our perusal. We ordered a 
round of Jarritos, flavourful soda 
imported from Mexico ($2.49). I'd 
never tasted a Guava fruit, but the 
pink Guava soda served in an old- 
fashioned glass bottle was refreshing, 
sweet and tropically yummy. 

Chips and cheese ($3.99) seemed 
an obvious choice for an appetizer, 
and we ordered two. The triangular 
tortilla chips were light and crispy, 
snd smothered in white cheddar 
cheese. For a cheese lover like me, it 
was pure heaven. We scooped up 
globs of home-made salsa with each 
bite but the star of the show was the 
creamy guacamole. The beautiful 
blend of fluffy avocado was the best 
guacamole I had every tasted. 


OUR STRATEGY with the entrées was 
to try a bit of everything, and luckily 
the menu was quite accommodating 
in that regard: we zeroed in on the 
Ultimate Amigo ($17.99), a sampler of 
all seven exotic-sounding dishes on 
the menu. We couldn't wait to indulge 
in our Mexican dining experience, and 
didn't have to wait long. 

No more than 10 minutes later, a 
large platter filled with rice, beans, 
tortillas, more of that incredible gua- 
camole and every other Mexican dish 
| could've dreamed up arrived. The 
problem now was Where to begin. My 
eyes darted to one of the only foods I 
could easily identify, the empanada. 
Since | was sharing with my husband, 
Isliced it in half and dug in. 

Light and crisp and definitely 
home-made, the empanada transport- 
ed me back to my time in Mexico. A 
Staple dish down south, empanadas 
are similar to a pizza pocket in shape 
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and can be stuffed with everything 


_ from potatoes to chicken to veggies. 


This one contained a zesty combina- 


‘tion Of 'shredded-chicken-and cheese, 


with a golden pastry exterior that 
offered the perfect crunch. 

Up next was the quesadilla, a thin 
corn-flour shell folded and stuffed 
with mozzarella cheese. Salsa and 
guacamole added spice, but it 
seemed to lack substance, and I 
wished it would've contained more 
than cheese. 

The tamales, soft corn patties 
filled with spiced chicken, wrapped 
in a corn husk and then steamed, 
were incredible. The steaming had 
made the corn tender and mushy, 
while the chicken packed just the 
right amount of punch. Definitely 
one of my favourites from the sam- 
pler, so much so that I made a 
mental note to order an entire dish 
the next time I returned. The chick- 
en faltas, crispy corn tortillas 
topped with chicken breast, lettuce 
and melted cheese, were also a fan 
favourite. 

Tacos dorados, deep-friend corn- 
tolled tortillas stuffed with chicken, 
potato, spicy Mexican rice and re- 
friend beans the colour of eggplant 
helped to round out our Mexican din- 
ing experience, and I leaned back in 
the booth with a sigh of contentment 


DESPITE a decidedly full sensation, | 
couldn’t resist the desserts. I decided 
to order the equivalent of my 
favourite Mexican entrée, the 
Empanada de Pina ($4.99). The light 
and flaky pocket, stuffed with pineap- 
ple, deep-fried to a golden brown and 
sprinkled with cinnamon and sugar, 
was pure delight, and an excellent fin- 
ish to our spicy dinner. 

Authentic, home-made food is such 
a treat when it is done well, and each 
dish from The Three Amigos oozed 
authenticity. The three brothers have 
put their talents together to create 
culinary magic, and for a mere $65.34, 
including GST and tip for four people, 
we got the chance to experience it. 
After the Ultimate Amigo, we now 
know our favourite dishes and can’t 
wait to return to try them again. v 
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The Suton Prove Hot 
10235 - 101 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta TSU 369 
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info_edmonton@suttonplace.com 
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www.sultonplece.com 


Fabulous Dining. . . 


Capitals Restaurant Relaxed dining for break- 
fast, lunch and dinner. Enjoy Canadian cuisine, 
inspired by "AAA" Alberta beef and other local 
fare. 


Central Park Lounge Relax in the lush and open 
garden atrium by our Grand Fireplace, Enjoy a 
classic martini or sample a glass of one of our 
vintage wines. Experience our “Chocoholic Buffet” 
every Thursday and Friday evening. 


FOOD & SPORTS... 
It’s Win-Win! 
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Lakeview Inn & Suites 
10115-88th Ave P: 998-7888 


Ruamit is worth the drive ... and the wai 


ELLA JAMESON / olla@vucweekly.com 
here’s a certain Thai restaurant 
in Edmonton that always does 
well in the Golden Fork 
Awards, despite being continuously 
and mercilessly panned by every 
restaurant review website that serves 
our region. In other words, people 
who have actually eaten there don’t 
particularly like it. 

I haven't been there myself, so I 
can’t comment on the food at that 
particular eatery. | love Thai food, 
though, and I’ve found that Edmonton 
has some great choices when it 
comes to authentic Thai cuisine. 
Recently I found another local hot 
spot that had flown under my radar, 
but is now jostling to become my top 
pick for 2008. 

Ruamit Thai isn’t technically in 
Edmonton, it’s in Sherwood Park, but 
for those on the east side of the city it’s 
a quick jaunt down Wye Road for some 
spectacular Southeast Asian cuisine. 
My brother, his wife and I made the 
trek out on a quiet Saturday evening. 
We had reservations for 6 pm, and 
were immediately asked upon arrival if 
we did. The reason was obvious: 11 of 
the 12 tables at Ruamit Thai were 
already occupied. The place was hop- 
ping busy, and the sun was still three 
hours away from setting over the 
‘burbs. In the city, people weren't even 
getting dressed for dinner yet. 

We made our way to our table near 
the back of the small strip mall 
restaurant and admired the artwork 
along the way. The walls were done 
in a deep terracotta red and the 
framed art lining the longest wall 
stood out royally. Large tapestries of 
typical sequined elephants embel- 
lished two prominent spots. 

A family-run business, Ruamit 
prides itself on its homey, comfortable 
atmosphere. It was apparent early on, 
however, that service was going to be 
slow. When our server finally came to 
take our drink and appetizer order 20 
minutes after we were seated, she 
apologized for the wait. 
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WE ORDERED a Ruamit Platter with 
three popular appetizers: chicken 
satay, fish cakes and beef spring rolls 
($14.95). Then, having already had 
plenty of time to peruse the menu, We 
decided it was best to place our entire 
order while we had the server's undi- 
vided attention. 

We started with a double order of 
Kao Mun (coconut rice, $5.50), and 
then added an order of Green Curry 
Chicken ($12.95), an order of Garlic 
Pork ($13.95) and an order of Pad Kee 
Mao (rice noodles with shrimp chick- 
en and squid, $14.95). 

A separate wine menu had a limit- 
ed but varied selection of reds and 
whites. There was no beverage menu, 
sO we opted to just drink from the 
lemon-infused jug of water that was 
left on our table. 

My brother, sister-in-law and I had- 
n't seen each other in over a month, so. 
conversation flowed easily as we wait- 
ed for our food. We watched as a plate 
of Pandan Chicken went by and imme- 
diately regretted not having ordered it. 
The table next to us assured us that the 
tender chicken wrapped in pandan 
leaves was delicious. 

In fact, an entire meal could have 
been made from the appetizer menu. 
A bowl of Tom Yam Kai soup would 
have rounded that out nicely. Clearly 
we were going to have to come back 
to sample more choices. 

A full 35 minutes passed before our 
appetizer platter arrived, with apolo- 
gies from the kitchen. It was obvious 
they were overwhelmingly busy, and 
in addition to the dining room clien- 
tele it wasn’t surprising to see that 
they had a booming take-out business 
as well, 

Our plate had three of each appe- 


tizer atop a bed of leafy lettuce Th 
chicken satay was tender ang > ae 
ous, but perhaps a little bland A Frc 
peanut dipping sauce made y, , 
that. The fish cakes were about th, 
size of an Oreo cookie, and | didn’ 
particularly like the texture, but m. 
brother found them to be Enjoy: 
The spring rolls were packed w);, 
beef and vegetables and dangero, 
hot from the fryer. For me, they 

the highlight ofthe platter. ~ 


A HALF-HOUR LATER the main dish, 
began to emerge from the kitche; 
starting with a large bow! of fragrar 
coconut rice, The green curry chict 
was topped with broccoli, Peppe 
mushrooms and Thai basil. The c, 
Sauce was both sweet and hot ; 
magical Thai flavor that comes 
using coconut milk. 

Our garlic pork was steeped ; 
tea of garlic sauce and served , 
julienne carrots and tiny brocco 
rets. The potent garlic flavor mac 
grateful I didn’t have a date for later j 
the evening. I absolutely loved i} 
dish, but I knew it would likely com, 
back to haunt me in the night : 

The rice noodles were smothered 
in a fiery chili sauce and served wit) 
ample tender squid, jumbo pray 
chicken, mushrooms, baby corn an 
red peppers. It was eye-watering! 
but unbelievably tasty. This dish go 
two out of three votes for our favorit 

We had chosen the right m 
dishes to cover the variety that mak 
Thai cuisine so enticing. Still, ther 
were several others | would have 
liked to have tried, so | definitely hac 
to return. Next time I'd be sur 
either make an earlier reservation or 
try for the second seating 

Ruamit Thai has a fantastic lunch 
menu, but for the time being |! 
aren’t open for lunch. Staffing prot 
lems have them reducing their hour 
until they can provide full service 

If you go, make sure you hav 
reservation and remember tha! ¢ 
things in life are worth waiting for v 
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DISH 


Last weekend, my family and | decided to 
do pizza for dinner, sol decided | would 
see if some Italian wines matched up. 
yhis first one matched very well with rich 
cheesy textures. 

This deep strawberry-red-coloured 
wine emitted a well-rounded, smooth 
nose, with a wonderful bouquet. It 
seemed to almost envelope my senses 
without being at all overbearing. 

Upon my first sip, | noticed some 
fairly strong tannins but even before | 
could swallow, they subsided. When 
they did let go, | found the fruit at the 
front quite refreshing: substantial but 
not excessive, with some noticeable 
hints of blackberry. The fruit oozed 
through the palate, lightening as it 
went disappearing to nothing by the 
end. Well not quite nothing, just a faint 
hint of the fruit as an after thought. 

This was @ very well-balanced wine 
with everything one should seek in good 
juice. It does let go after a while so only 
a short cellar is necessary and while 
young, it should stand up to and with 
most foods. 


Winner! f 
Pre-Theatre 
Pete aie} 


Tl POGGIO AL TUFO 
17 


This sharp cherry red wine has a warm, 
well-rounded nose. That said, there isn’t 
much in the way of fruit on the nose, and 
only a hint of tannins. Not what | would 
expect from a 60 per cent Sangiovese/40 
per cent Cabernet, but still pleasant. 

My first sip really coated the tongue and 


jtalians have some nice legs. 


oozed throughout the palate. It was a very 
warm, even-tempered wine, that progressed 
very well through the palate. After swallow- 
ing, | was able to make out the flavours of 
the wine for quite a while. The tannins never 
overwhelmed the fruit, though the fruit was 
Still vague, and a little hard to determine 

| found this to be a good bottle of 
wine, quite good for the price, but far 
from stellar overall. Still, at this price, a 
good bet. v 
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woodblocks tell the story of Japan by 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
gainst The Grain's loaded 
with stories, multiple threads 

Az: together by curator 

jim Corrigan from a wider collection 

housed in the Print Study Centre, also 
under his care. At its core, Against the 

Grain’s somewhat a story of the col- 

jection as well as a historical survey 

of an art form, which reflects a cultur- 
al narrative of Japan. Within that, the 
show touches on stories of specific 
artists, themes and stylistic genres. 

Stories also are told by content—illus- 

trated folktales, histories and other 

popular culture of the eras the exhibit 
spans, 1739 to now. 

“We've developed the collection 
through gifts and trust funds, which the 
government used to match, witha 
focus on contemporary prints, many of 
them Japanese. About a quarter of 
those are historical,” Corrigan explains. 

Even before the Print Study Centre 
was established in 1996 as an acces- 
sible resource for scholars, artists, 
and locals (programs welcome the 
public), the collection it was to shelter 
was taking shape. He points to a set 
of prints featuring scenes from an 
enduring Japanese story, The Tale of 
Genji, written by a noblewoman in the 
imperial court around 1000 CE. “This 
portfolio came to us in 1985 in the 
original folder. There are about 50 
prints in the whole portfolio, and we 
have six on display.” 

Genji, in general, is remarkable, 
possibly the first novel emerging in 
world literature. It’s a sprawling, 
somewhat Soap operatic saga that fol- 
lows hundreds of characters through 
the hero's lifetime and begins to 
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ES AGAINST THE GRAIN 

= JAPANESE WOODBLOCK PRINTS FROM 
THEU OFA MUSEUM'S COLLECTION 
GALLERY A TELUS CENTRE (111 ST.& 87 AVE) 


assert a fictional personal voice that 
had been lacking in mythic and folk- 
loric works from various traditions, 
signaling not just a change in litera- 
ture, but perhaps the ascendancy of 
the idea of a personal identity. Genji’s 
beloved by the Japanese as a well 

known story but also, justifiably, as a 
cultural achievement. 

The version in the gallery dates from 
the 19th century, attempting to resur- 
rect a story and an era that was quasi- 
legendary. The fine expressive lines, 
intricate patterns and richly colourful 
inks animate scenes from Genji’s life. 

According to Corrigan, the Genji 
portfolio was a pivotal addition 
“When it came to us, I thought, ‘yes, 
we're starting to get some meat 
There’s something we can work with 
in directing the collection’.” 


HE BUILT the collection further, seeing 
a clearer articulation of purpose for 
the thousands of prints under his 
watchful eye. After a bequest of early 
to mid-20th century work, Corrigan 
says, “Finally 1] saw an exhibit emerg- 
ing from years of purchases and gifts. 
There was almost a story of the histo- 
ry of Japanese prints. We have these 
wonderful contemporary prints—I 
wanted historical context for them.” 
Corrigan and members of his staff 
are beyond familiar with the collec- 


r Gallery 


tion. They're like zookeepers—they 
know their animals, have plans and 
dreams for them. The curator has a 
hard time looking at the show without 
having it whisper in his ear 

"This isn't a comprehensive or big 
exhibit, by any means. The more I get 
into them, the more I see the gaps,” 
he laughs. 

There's a sense of a history painted 
in broad strokes, but a viewer doesn't 
see gaps—just 70 or so gorgeous, 
intricate works underscored by a feel 
ing of time and the collective efforts 
of craftspeople, artists and viewers 
moving culture and art forward. 
Accompanying write-ups are engag- 
ing, contextualizing the work well 

The earliest piece (dating from 1739) 
is a spare black ink print, bordered and 
set off centre, indicating it was once 
nestled in a book. Titled “Beauty,” it 
features an elaborately coiffured and 
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wrapped woman. From that point of 
departure, Corrigan picks out influ 
ences that mirror changes in Japanese 
identity and the emergence of a middle 
class culture, beginning with Edo-era 
“floating world” images of people, leg 
ends, and scenery: ukiyo-e 

"This wasn’t the high art at the 
time,” Corrigan cautions. “Printing 
was a cooperative venture—you had 
illustrators, woodblock carvers, 
colourers—they'd punch these out, 
working in concert.as fast as possible, 
producing thousands of images in a 
lifetime,” (If that sounds like today's 
comics, they have an origin in the 
show, with manga’s ancestors repre 
sented.) Corrigan has bared the 
process for us, including a source 
illustration and block that survives 
alongside a final print 

“Courtesans, geisha, 
aclors 


kabuki 
some were ads for theatre or 


1’ 7925 
nwoods’ fy. 439-2005 


books@greenwoods. 


brothels, or lowbrow de corative 
nature scenes, Corrigan offers "In 
the late i9th century; you see land- 
Scapes—people could be tourists-in 
their country. And they were flooded 
with Western influence,” 


THE INFLUENCE FLOWED both ways 


Corrigan asserts. “I don’t think people 
have any idea of how much ukiyo-e 
influenced Western artists. Van Gogh 
and Monet collected them. The first 
exhibit in the West was 1806 in 
Paris—the heart of European art. You 
can see the influence—e xplosive 
colour, pattern, flat colour, heavy 
line—all right out of ukiyo-e.” 

Corrigan moves further into the 
gallery. “In Yokohama prints yau‘see 
harbours and trains—these were the 
images people wanted. Imagery from 
the 1904 Russian war or Chinese war 
was propaganda, but also news, post 
ed on billboards and handed out.” 

The explosion of the industrial age 
wasn't a strictly Western phenome 
non: through the prints we 
advent of gaslights 


see the 
and electric street 
lights, coexisting with lush gardens 
and graceful paper screens 

Another seismie shift occurs in the 
last stretch of the in the ‘60. 
printmaking solidifies into 
modern art, beyond illustration and 
clearly authored, like hallucinogenic 
landscapes populated by glowing geo 
metric shapes 

With Against the Grain, Corrigan’s 
been a generous curator, stacking 
stories inside one another like Russ 
ian dolls, but also leaving room for 
more tales from the collection. More 
Stories are certainly forthcoming. wv 
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teven Tudor isn’t James Bond, 
S= Batman, or even that guy 

from Bewitched, but he might 
be the closest thing Edmonton's got. 
Like those roles, the nebbishy 
Steven and his best pal Amy have 
| become a rite of passage for some 
Edmonton actors, from 1996's The 
*| Red King’s Dream, to 2001's 
_ Between Yourself and Me, to the 
+ most recent, 2006's The Raven and 
| The Writing Desk. The actors who've 
| taken a crack at both roles over the 
years comprise a pretty good 
roundup of local talent. 

“Chris Craddock was a very soft 
Steven, very rabbity,” says playwright 
David Belke of the first actor to take 
| on the role. “Chris Fassbender was 

_ anxious and nervous, but energetic, 
, and Matt Baram was neurotic.” 

The most recent Steven is Garett 
| Ross, appearing in Shadow Theatre's 
} current and slightly re-worked pro- 

duction of Between Yourself and Me 

(though he's played the role before, 

' in the 2006 Fringe production of The 
\ Raven and the Writing Desk). 

“Garret brings a nice warmth to 
) him,” says Belke, “and you can see 

why Amy likes this guy so much.” 

Those who've seen any of the plays 

know that Steven is the definitive 

nerd: asocial, studious to a fault, and 
unable to comprehend the simplest 
social clues (when he develops an 
infatuation in The Red King’s Dream, 

he has to look up his “symptoms” in a 

book). And of course he has a suitably 

nerdy profession, appropriate for a 

borderline agoraphobic more com- 

fortable with books than with people: 
he's an index writer 

But unlike Red King’s Dream, 

Between Yourself... features Steven 

playing second fiddle to Amy, por- 

trayed this time by Natascha Girgis 

(previous actors in the role include 
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Andrea House, Rhonda Nugent and 
Christine Baker.) 

“She's completely different,” says 
Belke. “Energetic, impulsive. Amy's 
always looking for the right man, 
has a very checkered romantic past, 
but they balance one another and fill 
each other's empty spaces. Amy gets 
the idea she can help Steven find a 
girl, what with all her romantic 
experience. You know, she’s just the 
right person to help him—despite 
how disastrous her own love life is.” 


AS AMY TRIES to advise her friend on 
the perils of love, she falls victim to 
said perils herself. Hence the play's 
title, taken from the verses of the 
white rabbit in Lewis Carroll's Alice 
in Wonderland (Don't let him know 
she liked them best / for this must 
ever be / A secret, kept from all the 
rest / between yourself and me"). 


Return of the nerd: Belke brings 
back his awkward odd couple 


“With this one, says Belke, “Amy 
compares herself to the white rabbit, 
leading Steven into this bizarre 
world of strange circumstance 
where nothing makes sense. And as 
the rabbit admits, she herself gets 
lost in wonderland.” 

The sly references to Carroll's 
work form the foundation of the 
Steven/Amy trilogy (the “White Rab- 
bit” trilogy, maybe?) and indeed, 
Belke has more than a passing fasci- 
nation with the story of Alice. Not 
that he’s ever been shy about load- 
ing up his work with references to 
his own personal favourites. (In fact, 
all that allusive winking and nodding 
Belke indulges in could be fodder for 
a great drinking game). 

{Carroll's work] is just such great 
stuff,” he says. “There’s a fair 
amount of satire in those books as 
well, in addition to the nonsense. 
You know, not all the nonsense is 
nonsense. That little girl runs 
through our collective imagination, 
she’s part of our culture. She stands 
for a lot of things—innocence but 
also exploration, and finding your 
way home. Finding your way to a 
safe place. Which is really what all 
these plays are about, in their way. 
It's Steven and Amy's journey.” v 


PAUL BLINOV / blinev@vueweekly.com 

‘e have it pretty fine for 

theatre here in Edmonton: 

there’s plenty of estab- 
lished acts who own or share spaces, 
a well-respected, well-attended 
fringe (smoke some of that, Calgary) 
and a bubbling indie scene that 
bands together to create seasons of 
its own. But most importantly, from 
the Citadel to the arts barns, there's 
enough theatre space to hold them 
all, and it’s easy to forget that this 
isn’t the case everywhere else. 

As Theatre in the Raw's Artistic 
Director Jay Hamburger is quick to 
point out, his own home turf of Van- 
couver is a constant struggle to find 
performance space. 

“1 don’t know why it’s happened. 
Everyone's fighting over so little 
space here ... it’s been a big battle, I 
can tell you,” he explains. “We've 
performed over 14 years now, [but] 
we don’t have a permanent space by 
any means. We've been literally 
gypsy-liké on the road. 

Vancouver's venue plight is in 
part the cause for Hamburger tem- 
porarily uprooting himself from the 
coast and heading east of the Rock- 
ies on the Rolling Stock Prairie 
Theatre Tour. He's touring three 
comedic Canadian one-acts across 
three provinces for as-of-yet 
untapped audiences for his long- 
standing BC theatre company. It’s a 
risky, unprecedented move for 
Hamburger, but according to him 
it’s the best way to get a finger on 
the theatrical beat pulsing else- 
where in the country. 

“We don’t know what's going to 
happen,” he admits. “We're hoping 
people will come and show up and 
enjoy themselves. In 14 years, we've 
done the lower mainland, but we've 
never stepped outside the borders of 
the province to other areas in Canada, 
and | just think that’s not the right 
move to make for a theatre of what we 
can do. It’s important that we engage, 
and exchange and find out what's 
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going on elsewhere in the country 
what other writers are writing.” 


HAMBURGER WILL ALSO get to <1, 


the Prairies what he’s been cook;, 
up on the coast: one of the Pie 
he’s bringing on the road is his o,,, 
Entitled A Hot Box, it follows 3, 
arrested tree-hugger awaiting tr ; 
whose attempts to prepare fo; 3), 
art show are repeatedly thwarted }y 
interruptions who keep knocki ing on 
her door. 

The other two plays are yo 
What You Eat (a Theatre in the pay, 
favourite that first debuted six yes; 
ago), a battle between two bac} 
lors, one young, one old, fo; ; 
favounite restaurant seat (and a wait 
ress), and To The Queen, which finds 
a pair of old men’s regular ches 
game threatened by an impendino 
umm, hockey rink. 4 

Hamburger, a seasoned instructor, | 
also teaching playwriting workshops in 
Edmonton, Saskatoon and Winnipeo 
and vocalist Michelle A Richard wli 
also performing “Blues Dans La Nuit,” a 
selection of songs in both of Canada 
official languages, making this Rolling 
Stock Prairie Theatre tour quite the 
venture for a theatre company without 
a venue to call its own back home 

"It’s the most ambitious tour we’. 
ever taken on, in sense of travel,” he 
Says. “But it’s really time for us to 
branch out of BC and explore this 
wonderful country and the amazing 
theatres outside four province} 
quite expensive here, and that’s not 4 
good thing, because we're almost all 
non-profit, and if the bottom line 
really was money, none of us would 
be around. We're doing this for th: 
love and the art of it.” w 
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but it's question- 
able to engage in a 
Battle of Alberta in 
terms of contempo- 
rary visual arts. 
Extending from 
their respective for- 
mer reputations as 
sculpture and paint- - 
ing centres, Edmon- 
ton and Calgary 
have sustained and 
developed in very 
different direc- 
tions—and the 
urge to compare and contrast has out- 
grown itself (with a few minor relapses). 

Putting this urge to the test, a friend in 
the field of art conservation joined me 
recently for a 24-hour Calgary art trip. 
Stopping first at the grad show at the 
Alberta College of Art and Design, the 
gamut of works surveyed struck us both 
with the sentiment that we had each seen 
this show before. Many of the ACAD 
pieces eerily echoed recent works seen on 
the northern part of the QEll (or perhaps 
vice versa), and already | couldn't resist 
the the futile activity of comparing, 

ACAD BFA Penny Chase's carefully 
stringed frame within frame was the rain- 
bow doppleganger to U of A MFA Maria 
Madacky’s past exhibited work and Ingjerd 
Jentoft Karlsen’s sound and video installa- 
tion of active water perched within’a wood- 
en box was the higher-end deja vu of 
Agnieszka Matejko's installation from The 
Apartment Show. Room after room of this 
sprawling and massive student exhibition 
curated by Wayne Baerwaldt and Alexan- 
dra Keim, constant comparisons were made 
fo recent grad shows visited at the U of A, 
Grant MacEwan and even Victoria Compos- 
ite’s Grade 12 1B. One is more original, the 
other more p , daring, skilled, etc. 
The compulsive 


LATER ON, | unknowingly began an evening 
that would span all three openings at the 
petra al consistently show- 
exiting programming, boasted atten- 
dance of and access to all exhibiting artists, 
published glossy and locally commissioned 
Critical essays accompanying each exhibi- 
Gon and served warm, fresh, and delicious 
Genming with Letividge asd 
inning with ridge-based artist 
Annie Martin's (i le at The New 
Gallery, the informal artist talk was both 
active and engaging, spinning off into a 
Quality discussion of the work that tran- 
Scended the world of esoteric academia jar- 
00 and the simple praise of personal 
Connections and memories. Stopping next at 
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mann’s Parallax, the lingering sense that 
Calgary had a deeper pool of emerging and 
active artists, writers, eae and adminis- 
trators was reaffirmed when the gallery was 
suddenly flooded with the likes of Anthea 
Black and Nicole Burisch. Eventually with 
over half a dozen in tow, we collectively 
headed to Stride for 
Victoria-based Lyn- 
dal Gammon’s /nter- 
val to find visiting 
resident artists from 
Banff as well as 
Stride’s executive 
board members such 
as Chris Cran still 
chatting into the 
night. Walking past 
Epcor-donated 
spaces of plus-15s 
filled with curated 
exhibitions and per- 
formances, and stop- 
ping in at a handful 
of worthwhile com- 
mercials such as Paul Kuhn, Newzones and 
Trepanier Baer, | left the next day feeling 
recharged. | had a fleeting thought of a life 
in Calgary, but it was far more exciting to 
think about the inter-provincial collabora- 
tions and discoveries awaiting. Momentarily 
Satiated, my thirst for inspiration continues 
to explore an unending curiosity into the 
ambivalent idea of here. w 
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t's simultaneously easy and difficult 
I: describe Tim Rechner’s work. 

The Edmonton-based artist is 
jnown for his adventures in abstract 
expressionism as much as he is for his 
relentless productivity and omni-pres- 
ence in the local scene, not only as an 
artist but an activist/organizer/partici- 
pant in art-related activities. Rechner 
is a true believer: creation to him is 
poth sacred and everywhere; a force 
that rolls through him and the world 
with the kind of powerful suffusion 
those inclined to spirituality ascribe to 
reality. 

His canvases and paperworks are 
explosions of jagged scrawls and 
undulating whorls, fluid lines and 
twisting loops. In paintings, they also 
take on a textural dimension, icy 
smooth patches of opaque flat colour 
alternating with slathered peaks and 
gouged and carved troughs of paint 
in dizzying combinations of shades, 
enough so that rainbows seem ane- 
mic in comparison. 

Perhaps it’s fitting that his second 
show at the Front Gallery is titled 
Fire, when the eddies and crests of 
his lines echo licking flames and 
sparks in all their roiling elemental 
energy. 

“There are a lot of paintings, a few 
drawings in different sizes, some dif- 
ferent approaches than you've seen 
before,” he describes. “Some small 
ones in pencil with no colour; a cou- 
ple on masonite.” 

The pieces collected in Fire repre- 
sent (but aren't the totality) of Rech- 
ner’s creative exertions over the past 
year, from last summer until recent- 
ly. His work is driven by his continu- 
al practice of 
siream-of-consciousness sketching 
and writing (which sometimes 
becomes text inserted in drawings or 
tides of paintings), entangled in 
moment-by-moment engagement 
with himself and his encounters and 
influences. 

"My work is not concerned with 
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the conceptual,” Rechner relates. "1 
look at my artwork—my drawings 
and paintings—stylistically as an 
evolution. I want to keep getting bet- 
ter, as most artists do, so I'm always 
asking ‘is it good? Bad? What do | 
want to do now?’ It’s a process of 
loosening and tightening, and I keep 
going back and forth.” 


BALANCING THOSE IMPULSES—tne 


private conversation of pure emo- 
tional expression and the public one 
of influences in his environment or 
intellect—gives his work a tension 
he constantly works through. 

“I feel like my true self as an artist 
is more about energy, gestural 


94.9 


movements, physicality,” Rechner 
explains. “One of my influences is 
creating work with children, and 
that loosens me up, and makes me 
recognize that the spontaneous 
approach is something | love—this 
fearless, pre-conscious thing.” 

The other side of his work is 
deeply affected by artists, many of 
them local (such as sometimes-col 
laborator Craig Talbot) or formerly 
local (like Tony Baker), as well as 
historically important New York 
expressionists, and graffiti artists 

“1 like to learn from other perspec- 
tives,” he offers. "The ‘tightening’ 
aspect is partly from a contemporary 
graffiti influence: the vivid colour 
combinations, complexities of com 
positions. It has aesthetic qualities | 
admire, but also anonymity that | 
respect.” 

And where does that leave Rechn 
er? “At the moment, I’m combining 
everything the best { can.” v 


Dance Inner City helps 
Keep the river valley alive 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry@vueweokly.com 


he largest expanse of green 
Space ih any North American 
city Ils Edmonton’s river valley, 


a quiet, natural area with fresh air 
and a spectacular view where people 
can escape the noise and concrete of 
Our city. It’s an inspiring place, and no 
one seems to realize that like chore 
ographer Kathy Ochoa. Ochoa recent- 
ly found a stage down in the valley 
near the city’s core area, and it made 
her to want to celebrate springtime in 
Edmonton with Dance Inner City 

The Shumka Stage in Louise McK 
Inney Riverfront Park, just below the 
Shaw Conference Centre, was built 
while Ochoa was in New York for a 
couple of years. When she first heard 
about the stage, Ochoa hurried down 
to take a look, and the whole place 
reminded her of Stanley Park 

“T just noticed that there's so much 
down there,” says Ochoa. “If New York 
had a park that big and that beautiful, 
the place would be packed with musi- 
cians and people all the time 

“So I thought, ‘Wouldn't it be neat 
to have a spring festival?” she con 
tinues. “Our summers are full of fes: 
tivals, but spring? Not so much.” 

She subsequently planned a festi 
val that will spread its sound through 
out the whole park, for everybody to 
hear. “The acoustics are really good 
down there,” she says. “The music 
will carry to Riverdale and hopefully 
across the river, too.” 


THE PARK’S PROXIMITY to the inner 


city and its multicultural personality 
inspired Ochoa to track down some 
of the talent there. Woezo African 
Dance and Drummers, just back 
from Nigeria’s International Dance 
Festival, and The Traditional Thun 
dering Spirit Drummers, with their 
heart-shattering singing, drumming 
and pow-wow dancing will get the 
whole audience moving 
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A | SAT MAY31 (2PM 8 7 Pu 

ce | DANCE INNER CITY 
co 
Qa. 


ACELEBRATION OF SPRING, SOUND 

AND MOVEMENT 

PRESENTED BY KO DANCE PROJECTS 
LOUISE MCKINIEY RIVERFRONT PARK, FREE 


A Cuban dance troupe will perforr 
lively salsa variations, and Ochoa i 
also choreographing a work for 15 
her own dancers. Her site specifi 
plece will spread the performers out a 
over the park, moving to the sound 
Brett Miles’s new avant garde compo 
Sition, created for sax trumpet an: 
trombone. And it’s an outdoor even 
so the show goes on rain or shine 

“I've done a lot of site-specifi 
Stull, and | always plan n, bu 
this time I'm planning for rain, an 
just hoping there's going to be sun 
she laughs. “So there's a shelter fo 
the audience if there’s rain.” 

But there are no seats in the theatr 
30 Ochoa recommends bringing chairs 

"And since there’s a million way 
to get inside the area, the concert 
free, but we're acce pling donations 
she adds, "Fifty per cent of that goe 
to a medical fund for an Africa: 
child. One of my dancers works fo 
an orphanage in Tanzania and the 
send children for surgeries tha 
aren't available there 

Marisa Hayden volunteers as projec 


co-coordinator for the Boona Baan 
Centre for Children’s Rights, wh 
houses 11 children, some whose live 
have been saved by the surgery. 
"We've been sending our kids t: 
India for surgeries,” says Hayden 
"The little girl we're funding righ 


now Is going for ear surgery.” 

The centre needs to raise $3800 fo 
the procedure, which will hopeful 
one day allow the child to hear | 
recording of the drumming, horn 
and salsa music shaking up th 
silence of our river valley park. wv 
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MALCOBUNALYH TOBACCO HAS BEEN A STANDARD 
OF GUALILTY FOR 150) YEARS. 
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Macdonald , Macdonald 
Spee! \ «ie Special 


MACDONALD SPECIAL, 
PREMIUM QUALITY, VALUE PRICED. 


WARNING 
CIGARETTES LEAVE YOU BREATHLESS 


Tobacco use causes crippling, often fatal lung diseases such as emphysema. 
Health Canada 
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for Performing. 
Nadiya Utrainian 
oer 3 ed under 13) 
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= mimes $10(member/52 (genera 
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hunity Hall, 13440-132 St © Sat. May 31 
‘dance show) * $12 (adv. at TIX on the 


ALBERTA CRAFT 10186-106 St (488-6811) * WILD 
THING Th Foes Fibre Ast Assocation’ Bienniale Juried 


pes day “HPs ma © NEXT FEST:Art 


i 


ALBERTA Entorprise Square, 100, 10230 
3) * Open Mon-Fri 10:30am-Spm; Thu 


Jasper Are 
cae ‘Sat-Sun 1Tam-Spm * DRAWN 
F30M THE PAST. The Portraits and Practice af Nicholas de 
Grandmarison: phs, 
sound ‘and artifacts from de Grandmaison’s personal 
collection; eri Aug. 10 # RED TILE: Aboriginal | 
the late 20th is by Jane Ash Poitras, 
‘Morisseau, Alex Janvier and others * PROJECTIONS: 
The early years of art in Canada, 1969-1989 featur. 
bg 3 by’ David Hoffos and lan Carr- 


Members faduit 737: Istudent); $5 (6- 
\2yrsi/tnee (Syes and underl/$20 (family-2 adults, 4 children) 
ANTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 3rd FI, 10217-105 St (439- 

© Aeros at ppoatinent © 


CABINET GALLERY Nokomis Clothing, 10318-82 Ave (995 

a) © Miniatorn artworks featuring Ashley Andels artworks 
* Though May 
CENTRE DE WALBERTA 9103-95 Ave (461- 
—_ DARTS VISUELS ; 


Trudeau, 
{rmpets of the Peace Poster sponsored by the Lion's Club: June 


RED GALLERY 9621 Whyte Avo 


(498-1964) ‘Mon-Fri 1/am-5Spm * MOTHER AND CHILD: 
Cs . . 3 
Pesentinges toy 


zt by appt. contact hil- 
prnce@shaw.ca YEARS LATER: An axhi- 


3 - ETON 
bition of mew art) Andrew French, Pater 
Hide, See ts Hann Prince, 
4 jSgrel eer 12418 Stony 


‘anm St ae 2m wt 
He all ararad l wookonds * COL- 


‘works by various 
Bonnie Doon Mall (780-406- 
FANE ARTS BUILDING GALLERY foom 1-1 Fine Arts Buifing, 
70-1985: A ck Bush. Dovid Cantine, Phil 
"gata erga 
z io Pea Ne Se ert 
Tiree bares’ aoe 
Pow: 12312 Jasper Ave (488-2952) © STILL 
(OOKONG: Seite and landscape paintings by Deborah Worsfold 
GALLERY A } M , Museums and 
“stan Serves Main loa, TELUS Cn x Poessinl 
Doniooment 5 
CRAIN Jopanese Wo pee esate aa wat 
ats tat Maal eset tral al 
Ataris Ant ‘rb Jane 2B —— 
GALLERY AT na A MILNER Main 
Ha ah 7030) © are Sam 
by Valera Salads Une Sees geo — 


NARCOURT | 1215-192 $ (426-41 Mon-Fri 
sue: a ly 


‘Edmomon Commusnity Access Program. 
Keo! Teor at uestor © Until June 16 © Thu, fay 23 (7-10pm} 


soemesom (ORTH) 11817-20 St (479-8424) Open 
sett Set © Prints by Tot. 2nd 

"rr! Mortianeau. Lackes of the Late series by Kathy 

— McDermott and pottery by Noboru i: 

Frese BY (9M 71 871 «Coen 
“Srtngs by artists n-tesidence © Throuh My 


Spe Artworks by various artists © Until May 31 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A 1; i 
Mon-Fri oe) 2 St 4407-7152) 
CANADA'S ‘SITES: Fitre art- 


_ AAG WORLD, 
warts by Donna Clement and Lesley Turner © Until June 15 


MCPAS 5411.5 . 
on 51 St Sony Plain (969-277) ‘Opan Mon-Sat 


MOUNTAIN GALLERIES-JASPER Jasper Park Lodgo, 
‘www mountaingalleries.com (780-852-5378) * Open daily = 
qiiworts by Diane Way » Opening reception Sat May 31 (3- 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 Sto Anne St. St Albert (459. 
1828) © PILLARS OF THE COMMUNITY: tecture 
Albert Until July 6 Tapia St 


WIHA HAGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 9704-111 Ave 
(474-7611) * Open Mon, Wed, Fri 9°30am-2:30pn: 
(Alberta Atists with Brain In Sen saa 
ety} * June 2-13 
Aatists reception: Thu, June S(47pa) 


OUT OF THE FARE STUDIO 12214 Jasper Ave (378-0240) « 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm, Sun 1 ‘Artworks 
Oksana Zhelisko ® Until June 14 a ae ed 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-112 St (457-0286) « 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm © Jonathan Forrest « 3)-June 
25 * Opening reception: Sat. May 31 (24pm) ce 

PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 2 12304 Jasper Avy (455-7479) 
* Open Tue-Sat Mam-Spm * TURNING TO CENTRE: Artworks 
Jigs Masun Stoner Unt ee bs 


PICTURE THIS GALLERY 959 Ordre Ad. Sherwood Park (780- 
467-3038) * Landscape paintings by Audrey Pfanfmulier, Brent 
Heightton, foataroae Seascapes by Jonn ee Sei 
and ol pairings by sabe Lvesquo ® Unt dune 14 
PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St. St Aibert 
(460-4310) » Open Tue-Sat (TOamSpml Tne lidanOpm 
CONTINGENCIES: Artworks by Tammy Salz) * June 5-28 
Opening reception: June §{6-9pm} in Conjunction with St 
Albert Downtown Art Walk 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 9555 Ropar Rd, (780- 
427-1750) « : Tue-Sat Sam-4:30pm, Wed 9am-9pm * LES 
FRANCOPHONES EN ALBERTA: COURAGE ET DETERMINATION: 
Learn about the history of Francophones in Alborta through 
archival records * Until Sept. 6 


ROWLES AND COMPANY LeMarchand Mansion, Suite 108, 
Main FI, 11523-100 Ave (426-4035) « Paintings by various artists 
ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Avo (453-9100) + 
Open daily 9-Spm * Orientation Gallery: 40 FABULOUS 
FINDS: Stories about how certain objects have been acquired 
and how some of the museum's spaces were constructed « 
STORIES FROM THE SQUTHESK COLLECTION: Ongoing * Wild 
Alberta: Ongoing gallery * Synerude Gallery of Aboriginal 
Cultare: Stories of First les’ history in western Canada; 
ongoing gallery * Natural F the Bug Room, 
Treasures of the Earth, Fossils, Creatures from the Depths of 
Time and the Bird Gallery: ongoing gallery * Om the 
Architectural, sculptural and natural piecas of art © 

Howse: Public tours Sat and Sun and statutory 
hols (11am-4:30pm); ph 427-2281 into 


‘ST. ALBERT ARTWALK Art Beat Gallery, Bookstore on Perron, 
Cargo and James, Concept Jewellery, Crimson Quill, Gemport, 
Profiles, St. Thomas Coffee House Gallery, Studio Gallery, 
Wares ® Until May 31 


‘SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (780-498-2619) * Open Tue-Sat 
10sm-Spm * SUMMER REFLECTIONS: Group show featuring new 
art works from Doug Haynes” Hussar Series. Mixed modia draw~ 
ings by Sharon Delblane, landscapes by Jim Visser, and Phyilis 
Andarson, still lifes and landscapes by Leslie Poole, John Snow 
‘and Jacqueline Stehelin © May 30-June 24 


‘SELFRIDGE CERAMIC ART 9844-83 Ave (780-439-9298) # 
‘Summer open house * May 31, Juno 1; June 7-8 (1 1am-5pm) 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open Tue-Sat 12 
Spm * Studie Gallery: 


Prints by Shannon Collis, Michelle 
Murillo, and Erik Waterkotte; until 31; closing reception: 
Thu, May 29 [7-Spm} * EDMONTON PRINT INTERNATIONAL: 
Showcase artists’ works in print-art mediums, including book- 
plate miniatures; print installations incorporating sculpture and 
video; etchings, digital murals, fabric and more * June SJuly 
19 © Opening reception: Thu, June 5 (7pm) 


‘SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 35-5 Avo, Spruce Grove (780- 
962-0664) * Members show * Until June 12 © Opening recep- 
tion: May 3t (1-4pm) 

‘STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron St (460-5993) « Thu 12-8pm, 
fill ‘Set 10am-Spm * THROUGH OUR EVES: Artworks 
by Elaine ‘and Donna ‘Shymiko © June 5-28 » 
Opening reception: June 5 (6-9pm) 

‘TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 1121 1-142 St (452-9100) * MUM- 
es ave es Doers: BANK i. Alan olay ic AX 


‘TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9664) * Open Tue-Sat 10am- 
Spm: Thu 10am-8pm * REVOLVING GRAIN: Woodworks by 
Michael Hasaluk and Leon Lacoursiere * Until May 31 
URBAN ROOTS SALON AND GALLERY (0419-82 Avo (433- 
7979) * TWO ARTISTS TWO VISIONS; Paintings and drawings 
by Paddy Lamb and sculptures by Horst Doll * Until May 31 


WAAA GALLERY 3rd fi, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St (421- 
1731) © Mon-Fri 10am-4pm: Sat 12-49m * OPEN PHOTO 2008 
unti June 14 © Opening reception: Thu, May 29 [?-930pn} 


Hotel, Ziegler Theatre, Stanley Milner Library heatre, 
weew.dreamspeakars org (780) 378-9603) * International 
Aboriginal Film and Television Festival presenting four days of 
films, workshops, Pitch Café, Youth Day, and the 
International Speaker Series * June 4-7 


LITERARY 


(MATERY 9535 Jasper Ave (780-758-9856) « A collection of 
postry-readings by Jenna Butler, Jeff Cas; Michael 
Gravel, Layne U'Heureus, Rob McLennan, Trea Eddy, Julie 
Robinson, and Patti Sinclair « Thu, May 23 (7pm) 
AUDREY'S BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423-2487) * Jean 
Crozier talits about her book. No Comer Boys Here © May 30 
(2-1pm) 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9674-76 Ave (469-8755) * Story Slam. An 
Opportunity for writers to shure thes work, explore their tients 
amd show off © Sed Wed every month # $5 (donation) 

CITY ARTS CENTRE 1943-04 Ave (437-9555) * 

TALES —The Alberta League Encouraging Storytelling + 


GREENWOODS BOOKSHOPPE 7225.04 S« (780-422-8174) « 
Wes Gu ot Ata Evring with tw Ahr Regs 
iy . “ 
ene Almon. Miko Ouchi and oth- 
: Poetry, 
.an i . 
nd Toe gach month ftp) ow og ted 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL (01 
TALES-The Abert agus Erosrmee Seed g 


{non-member} avail 
Woiters Guild of Alberta at TRDZ2 ATU ROG Seay 


STANLEY A. MILWER LIBRARY (495-7332/496-7000) . 
Author reading: John Scull hi 
alll ala is now book Am J 
3 BANANAS CAFE Sir Winston Churchill Sq (428-2200) « 
WOW-Wired on Words: A creat wating eins 
‘and professionals. Every Sun (11em-1:15pmk info e-mail 
bewell 2008@gmail.com * $10 (donation) 
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA fim 122, Education South 
5477).* Canadian Authors Association mein pea bg 
Speculative Fiction, with On Spec Magazine ex Susan 
eee pop toae Cele: 
Speculative Fiction: Spm) © st time gues/CAA 
teAV/810 retuming guest iy sg 
UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-85 Ave (422-8174) * The Poets’ 


Haver: Monday Night weakly reading series presented by Stroll 
of Poo tury Man ight pn $8 oo a 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (780-469- 

aa ° West $11; Fri 8:30pm, $20) Sat 8pm and 
‘30pm: $20 * Wacky Wednestay (8:30pm|: $5 * Alyc 

Cooper; May 29-31 * Nelson Gilas; June 5-2 4 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 St (483. 
5999) * Open nightly Bom, Fri-Sat 10:30pm * Fraser Young, 
Keith Saranoski, Kelly Dakus, untit May 31 


THE LAUGH SHOP Londondarry Mall . 6606-197 Avy, 

‘www thalaughshop.ca (476-1010) © Open Thu. Fri 8pm; Sat 
8pm and 10:30pm © Ward Anderson, Jamas Uloth, Andrew 
Grose and Matthew Murray, May 29-31 © Grand ‘opening with 
Inwin Barker, Thu, June 5 


RIVER CREE CASINO ENOCH (424-2121) © Trailor Park Boys * 
No minors * Fri, May 30 (8pm) 


THEATRE 


BABY Westbury Theatre, TransAlta Arts Barns, 10830 84 Ave 
* ELOPE presents this musical by David Shire and Richard 
Maltby about three special couples who are dealing with baing 
pragnant * June 5-7 (7:30pm); June 1, 7 (2pm) * a 
(adult/$20 students/senior), Gala evening: Sat, May 31: $35 at 
TIX on the Square 


BETWEEN YOURSELF AND ME Varscone Theatre, 10929-83 
‘Avo (780-423-55640 * By Shadow Theatro’s David Botko # 
Outgoing, impulsive Amy and gantio, scholarly Stoven have been 
best friends for years. When Staven decides 1s time to find a 
gittfriend, Amy sets him up on date after disastrous date * Until 
June 15 * Weeknights/Sun mat: $19 {adult}/$16 (student/senior): 
Weekends: $22 (adult\/$19 (student/senior) at TIX on the Square 


BE WELL AND PROSPER, MY BELOVED UKRAINE Si flesil's 
Cultural Centre, 10819-71 Avo * A presentation of songs com 
bined with writings, some by eye-witness survivors, commamo- 
rating the Ukrainian Famine/Gonocide of 1932-1933 Holodomor, 
created and performed by Father Edward Danylo Evankn * Thu, 
May 23 (8pm) * $10 at TIX on the Square, Ukrainian Book Store 


BUDDY HOLLY'S BIRTHDAY BASH Jubilotions Dinnor 
Theatro, 8882-170 St (484-2424) © A re-imagining of Bucity’s 
early days to find the inspiration for such songs as “That'll Be 
the Day,” “It Doesn't Matter Anymore,” “Rave On” and to cale 
brata this musician's work * Until June 8 


CHIMPAOV! Varscona Theatry, 10329-83 Ave (448-0695) « 
Long-form improvisational sketchas performed by Rapid Fire 
Theatre's top improvisors * Every Sat{}ipm) except last Sat of 
each month until July 24 

DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (432-2399) « 
Improv soap opera every Man (8pm) 

THE FULL MONTY Mayfiold Dinner Theatre, 16615-109 Ave 
(483-4051) * Book by Terrence McNally, music and tyrics by 
David Yazbok. Six unemployed stool workers, struggling to gat 
their lives back together. come up with a bold plan that will 
ultimatoly foree tham to face their fears and lose their inhibi- 
Ei and their clothes © Until June 22 * Buffet and show 
49-979 


HILARIOUS MURDER MYSTERY Lo Boheme, 427-112 Avo 
(780-203-1712/780-474-5893) # Bullet Productions and La 
Boheme present professional setors, live action, clues, twists, 
turns, murder, imystery, and a prize for the best solution 
* Fri, Junie 6 (7pm) # $85 (inel. 3-course dinner) 


WEXTFEST 2008-The Syncrude Next Generation Arts Festival 
Foxy Theatre, 10708-1274 Street and various locations, 
453.2440 © a mullti-disciplinary arts festival featuring theatre. 
music, dance, visual art. and film from everging young artists © 
June $15 


THE ROLLING STOCK PRAIRIE THEATRE TOURTHind Space 
Northam Light Theatre, 11516-103 St * Theatre in the Rew 
Three original Canadian on-set plays * You Are Whar You Eirt 
by Patrick Foley * To the Queen, by Larry Trask * A Hot Bax, by 
Jay Hamburger # Also featuring Michelle A Richard 
fvocalist/composer) presenting Blues Dans La Nuit * June 4,5, 6 
{8pm}; Sun, June 8 {2pm} * $17/$14 (sturbent/senior) 


GH SUSANNA! Vorscone Theatre 10329-43 Ave (433-3999) + 

The Euro-sty'e variety spectacle hosted by international glemnour 
gal Susanna Patchouli with her divine co-host Eros, God of Love 
© Sat May 31 (tipan) © Tickets at the door (1020p) # 

wen. versconathestre.comyohsusanna 


SPRINGBOARDS-NEW PLAY FESTIVAL lied Space, 11515 
103 St © Workshop Wiest Theatre's readings by pheywrights, of 
new plays in a cabacet-snyle setting Readings by Kevin Kerr, 
Kenneth Beovn, Darrin Hagen, Ehyne Quan, and Eevor Schmudt 
Meat the playwrighta, discuss the plays, snd participate in the 
process of new play Gevelogenant ¢ Until June | (730pm) « 
Fay what-you-can, $12 (suggested donation), Workshop West 9¢ 
477-535 to teservn 

THEATRESPORTS Varscons Theatru, 1029-53 Ave (440-0695) 
© Presented by Rapid Fire Theatre © Teams of emprorisers cre- 
ae skatches on the spot based on audience suggestions © Every 
Friftigm) © Tickets available by hone 


Destination 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING MAY 249. og0g 
1. Amos Garrett- Get Way Back (stony plain) 
2. Portishead - Third (mercury) 
3. Van Morrison -Keep tt Simple (exile) 
4. The Black Keys ~ Attack & Release (nonesuch) 
5 Black Mountain - In The Future (scratch records) 
6. Mudcrutch ~ Mudcrutch (reprise) 
7. Steve Winwood — Nine Lives (Columbia) 
8. Levon Helm - Dirt Farmer (vangaurd) 
9. Daniel Lanois ~ Here Is What Is (red floor) 
10. The Steeldrivers - S/T (rounder) 
11. Justin Townes Earle ~The Good Life (bioodshot) 
12. John Hiatt - Same Old Man (new west) 
13. Nick Cave & The Bad Seeds ~ Dig!!! Lazarus Dig!!! (anti) 
14. KD Lang - Watershed (nonesuch) 
15. The Black Angels - Directions To See A Ghost (light in the attic) 
16. T Bone Burnett - Tooth Of Crime (nonesuch) 
17. Islands ~ Arms Way (anti) 
18. Firewater ~ The Golden Hour (bloodshot) 
19. She & Him -Volume One (merge) 
20. Sonny Landreth - From The Reach (landfall) 
21. Duke Robillard - A Swingin Session With (stony plain) 
_ 22. Jeff Healy - Mess Of Blues (stony plain) 
23, Danny Michel ~ Feather, Fur & Fin (bumt bun) 
24. Ann Vriend - When We Were Spies (fire escape) 
25. The Breeders - Mountain Battles (4ad) 
26. Samantha Schultz - Both Sides (samantha schultz) 
27. Sun Kil Moon April (caldo verde) 
28. Robert Plant & Alison Krauss - Raising Sound (rounder) 
29. The Racontours ~ Consolers Of The Lonely (wamer) 
30. The DODOS - Visiter (french kiss) 


CARPENTER 


LAW OF THE LAND 


(SMALLMAN) 


Described as “Texas is The 
Reason played by four guys with 
an irrational love of John Cougar 
Mellancamp” by Exclaim! Magazine, Carpenter 
is set to release their first full-length of anthemic 
rock n roll. See them live this June on the Atticus 
tour with Strike Anywhere! 


10355 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
iberal-enclave university towns 
lost in the middle of a vast, oil- 

F ich conservative expanse, 

Austin and Edmonton have always 

had a lot in common. There is some 

|| hope, then, that The Unforeseen, 

Laura Dunn's broad and beautiful 

documentary about unchecked urban 

‘| sprawl in—or, more accurately, 
around—the picturesque Texas town, 
will resonate particularly strongly in 
our own city, which continues to 
stretch its borders almost to the point 
of lunacy, suburbs popping up like 
dandelions on the grassy borders. 
Dunn uses Barton Springs, an 
almost literal oasis that bubbles up 
from a vast underground aquifer in 
| the heart of Austin as her take off 
point, spending the first part of her 
‘| film documenting the city’s fight 
against suburban development that 
would threaten it. Intercutting 
moments of an epic city council meet- 
ing—featuring 400-odd interested 
speakers and lasting well into the 
next morning—with talking heads and 
plenty of shots of poetic clarity, Dunn 
shows how some prescient concerned 
citizens managed to halt a 4000-unit 
development that was perceived to 
threaten the Springs, a natural swim- 
ming pool that connects the people of 
the community to each other as much 
as it does to nature 
Their victory would be short-lived, 
though; thanks to the efforts of some 


Films show 
DVDETECTIVE 


BRIAN GIBSON 
dvdetective@vueweekly.com 
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It's tough to find a silver lining, let alone 
laughs, in anything to do with the military 
these days. That's what makes writer- 
director Dale Kutzera’s Military Intelli- 
gence and You so refreshing. An 
obscure little production that came in 
under the radar, this is no bomb. Instead, 
the often clever, snappy little comedy 
fires off some satirical shots with deadly 
sniping accuracy. And the disc’s extra is 
‘} an actual doc about the First Motion Pic- 
'| ture Unit of the US Army, where we see 
'| how much money, personnel and equip- 
| ment the forces put into a propagandistic 
covering of itself in the ‘40s 
As its title suggests, this is partly a par- 
ody of cheerily instructional film-reels 
(think of Troy McClure’s eager-beaver, 
teachy-preachy movies screened at 
Springfield Elementary on The Simpsons: 
“Meat and You: Partners in Freedom,” 
“Firecrackers: The Silent Killers,” ete). But 
its title also smacks of recruitment ad sen- 
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FRI, MAY 30) SUN JUN 1(7 PM 89 PM) 
TUE, JUN 3 (7 PM 89 PM) 


E UNFORESEEN 
DIRECTED BY LAURA DUNN 
SHOWING WITH WARMING 
METRO CEMA, SID 
wht 


literally environmentally ignorant 
developers—Gary Bradley, the closest 
thing the film has to a main character 
and one of Austin’s most notorious 
land men, actually describes the land- 
Scape as blank canvas on which to 
paint, so focused is he on unit sizes, 
logistics and profits—and a hippie-lib- 


eral-hating lobbyist, a citywide 
plebiscite was effectively overturned by 
a state bill that grandfathered develop- 
ment plans to the bylaws of when they 
were approved. Overnight, land that 
had sat dormant, approved for building 
20 years previous but neglected by 
cash-strapped developers ever since, 
was suddenly fair game, and people 
could hardly pave it fast enough. 


IT’S HERE THAT punn’s documentary 
really comes into its own. Though her 
biases slowly show themselyes—pro- 
ducer Robert Redford is a prominent 
interview candidate, in case you're 
wondering which way she leans— 


i Springs fever: Dunn's enviro documentary demands 


Dunn does a remarkable job of not 
only keeping her opinion absent in 
thought and deed, she also manages 
to get refreshing candour from her 
subjects, particularly those that sit on 
the other side of the issue. Often 
allowing them to do little more than 
explain their view of life as it relates 
to development, she shows that this 
isn't so simple an issue as caring lib- 
erals against evil capitalists, but a no 
man’s land where radically different 
worldviews meet, each as convinced 
of its moral and practical superiority 
as the other. 

It's that cultural clash that makes 
up the most poignant thread in The 


to be seen 


Unforeseen. With the original dep;). 
largely—and unfairly—turned into », 
issue of property rights, somethj, 
near and dear to the good o|' h., 
Texan heart, Dunn finds a microcos, 
for much of the debate around env 
ronmental issues that persists to 
(though thankfully seems to 5 
changing, however slowly): |ine< 
drawn along the standard liber; 
conservative divide, little headway ; 
ever made on the heart of the iss. 
saving the springs. 

The other ace in Dunn’s slee\ 
the sheer aesthetic beauty of the {i 
Dunn and cinematographer | ¢¢ 
Daniel shoot much of The Unforescen 
like landscape painters, pulling strij 
ing, lyrical images out of both the nai 
ural world and its manufactured 
suburban cognate. Of course, the dvo 
is equally skilled with small touches 
one of the sharpest visual sequence 
is an interview with the aformen 
tioned lobbyist, who explains his dis 
taste for Austin liberals while building 
a replica of a warplane; never moving 
from his adroit-though-weathe: << 
hands, it sums up perfectly the char 
acter of a man as proud of his legal 
craftsmanship as he is dismissiv 
the other side of America. 

The storytelling and image-making 
combine to form a powerful docu 
mentary, one that compels you \: 
cement your views on the issu 
stake, while still having plent 
teach either side of the debate. v 


the more war changes, the more it stays the same 


timent (“Uncle Sam Needs You!) and 
Kutzera’s movie is something of a parody 
of jingoistic army films, too—as in Carl 
Reiner's Dead Men Wear Plaid, Kutzera 
and his comrades splice footage from old 
war movies (featuring Ronald Reagan, 
Alan Ladd, William Holden, and others) 
together with his own story. 

It's World War Il, with the urgently 
pompous narrator (Clive Van Owen) pro- 
founcing on the importance of informa- 
tion-gathering: “It is intelligence that 
distinguishes dangerous enemies from 
merely annoying foreigners.” We see 
Jimmy Ryan, from “Main Street, USA, 
where all men are created equal, regard- 
less of what Northern European nation 
they came from,” heading off to war, 
“eager to pay back Tojo for 12/7." That's 
just one of a number of sharply biting ref- 
erences to the USA's 9/11 world and the 
Bush administration's unintelligent abuse 
of intelligence. (There's also a threat level 
that’s upgraded from Orange to “Tanger- 
ine” to “Burnt Harvest.") 

As enemies try to figure out the oth- 
ers’ attack plans and base locations, the 
bitterness heats up between ex-lovers 
intelligence officer Major Nick Reed 


(Patrick Muldoon) and Lieutenant Monica 
Tasty (Elizabeth Ann Bennett). Reed offers 
his soaring, near-breathless, cliché-inflat- 
ed speeches (always interrupted before 
he reaches his climax). Tasty, meanwhile, 
gives anxious looks into the distance. 

The film can veer too close to homage, 
indulging in its own fake story and stray- 
ing a little from satire, not undercutting a 
triumphalist narrative quite enough. But 
then there will be this bit of dialogue: 
“What we need is proof—rock-solid, tan- 
gible evidence”; “I'm sorry | couldn't man- 
ufacture any for you.” Or the narrator's 
honest-despite-himself elaborations: 
“Well, no one said this fight would be 
easy, except the President, the Vice-Presi- 
dent, the Secretary of Defence... * 

In this self-castigating satire, Ameri- 
can officials are callous, myopic, xeno- 
phobic and arrogant, wondering why 
other countries dislike them, preferring 
easy, black-and-white oppositions, and 
“defending the civil rights we've already 
given up to protect ourselves.” Pre-emp- 
tive strikes mean “we'll be able to 
destroy our enemies before they even 
realize they hate us.” 

Beneath the ‘40s veneer, Military 
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Intelligence and You not only muses on 
the importance of restraint and prudence 
in the (non)use of (nonjintelligence, but 
takes aim at the heart of the militaristic 
mindset behind the misguided “war on 
terror"—has all the rah-rah, let’s-get- 
‘em-boys attitude really changed that 
much in the past 60 years? 


THE BRUTAL TRUTH of war can only be 
kept out, even through humour, for so long 
before it comes storming in. An all-too-real 
moment in World War Il, usually referred to 
in connection with “rape,” is the 1937-38 
hell brought to the Chinese city by the 
invading Japanese army and documented 
in Nanking, Bill Guttentag and Dan Stur- 
man’s somewhat unconventional yet sur- 
prisingly powerful documentary. Mariel 
Hemingway, John Getz and other actors 
play some of the 23 Westerners who 
stayed behind in Nanking, echoing them 
through their letters and diaries. One of the 
23 was John Rabe, a German businessman 
and staunch Nazi who protected many in 
Nanking only to have his concerns dis- 
missed by Hitler and fall into poverty after 
the war; Nanking’s mayor later collected 
money from grateful survivors to help Rabe 


live more comfortably in his old age 

Rabe, college dean Minnie Vautrin, 1! 
sionary George Fitch, and the others sel 
a safety zone that protected and shelte‘e: 
many, mostly poor, residents of the capitc’ 
when the Japanese arrived in Decembe' 
1937. There's archival footage, inclucing 
clips of some of the maimed or burned s¥! 
vivors of the Japanese attacks. 1! 
footage, along with the sober, restraine 
performances of the actors and contemp~ 
rary interviews with survivors, make fo! ¢ 
steadily chilling cross-section of one 
World War II's many civilian massacres 
Here was yet another war fought throug’ 
the vicious violation of women (at !ea%' 
20 000 in the first month of occupat' 
alone). And in what has to be one of * 
most horrific stories ever recounted on fi!" 
survivor Chang Zhi Qiang, eyes streaming 
unleashes his sharp, stabbing memory ©’ 
his mother slowly bleeding to death w'''e 
his wounded brother still tried to bre2s: 
feed from her. 

From its shocking footage and haunti" 
interviews to its majestic final sce” 
Nanking is a stunning documentary, 2 ™s' 
see-and-bear-it cinematic testimonial to y°" 
another mass war crime, lest we forget. ¥ 
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Carrie me home: Sex on the big screen 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 
substantial amount of kerfuf- 
A« has emerged since the 
A trailer for Michael Patrick 
King’s Sex and the City hit the web, 
mostly surrounding the series of 
telling white dresses that Carrie Brad- 
shaw (Sarah Jessica Parker) twirls it 
up in. But have no fear, because the 
wedding element of the film reveals 
no more than if one was familiar with 
hobbits before seeing Lord of the 
Rings. The saving grace is that just 
because we know Carrie and her 
beau Mr Big (Chris Noth) might tie the 
knot, it doesn’t prevent a walk-in 
closet full of other shit from going 
down in the film’s two hours and 15 
minutes. Trailer or no trailer—once 


Sd 


Dreamspeakers’ openers 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

f the immigrants to North Ameri- 
|: tried to beat the aboriginal 

population down, the church was 
the blunt instrument they used to do 
it; it isn’t terribly surprising, then, 
that the two films that open the 
annual Dreamspeakers Film Fes- 
tival not only deal with the church's 
continuing impact on the lives of 
aboriginals, but also have little in the 
| way of sympathy for its machina- 
| tions. What is a bit surprising is that, 
even in mining a rich vein, neither 
works particularly well 


Gerald Auger’s Honour Thy Father 
(*x*, 7 pm, Metro Cinema) follows 
the director's attempts to give his 


father a proper Cree burial in spite of 
the fact the Anglican church, of 
which he was ostensibly a member, 


forbids it. Though this is obviously a 
profoundly powerful story for Auger, 
_ he has trouble broadening it, both in 
ter of connecting us with his feel- 
ings of loss and in terms of con 
tributing to a wider socio-political 
dialogue 
That's likely because the central 
story in Father is more personal than 
indicative of the current political cli- 


mate in Canada. Though Auger's 


> | OPENS FAL MAY 30 

3 | SEX AND 

= WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY MICHAEL 
oe | PANRICK KING 

oy | STARRING SARAH JESSICA PARKER, 


CYNTHIA NIXON, KRISTIN DAVIS, KIM CATTRALL 
tet 


Carrie and company hit the screen, 
fans of the ever-influential HBO series 
are certain to explode in a burst of 
masturbatory feathers characteristic 
of the Kids in the Hall's Chicken Lady 
sketch. And after it opens this week- 
end, that will leave one hell of a mess 
for those theatre ushers to clean up. 
The film kicks off four years after 
we left the girls, strutting down a 
Manhattan sidewalk praising the 


b— | WED JUN4- SAT JUN? 

EG | DREAMSPEAKERS 
FILM FESTIVAL 
FEATURING OLDER THAN AMERICA, 
HONOUR THY FATHER, SMOKE FROM HIS FIRE, 


TRARONTO, OTHERS 
METRO CINEMA/STANLEY MILNER LIBRARY 


local priest denies them the right to 
perform the ceremony, the Anglican 
archbishop he talks to is sympathet- 
ic—though he does ultimately 
renege on a promise to speak with 
the priest personally—and Auger 
himself points out that the reserve's 
Catholic Church happily includes 
Indian traditions in their ceremonies. 
Ultimately, Father comes off as little 
more than a personal problem put 
on film, without the benefit of con 

necting the viewer to the emotions 
of the story. 


STILL, AT LEAST rather is a respectful, 
sober-minded take on the aftermath 
of the church's doings; it seems a bit 
strong to call Georgina Lightning's 
Older Than America (**, 7 pm, Metro 
Cinema) exploitative, but I can’t think 
of a more accurate description for a 
film that essentially turns the atroci- 


benefits of fashionable and long-last- 
ing friendships. Carrie, now a best- 
selling author of a series of books 
based on her confessional column 
that ran the entire series, does her 
best to recap the events that have 
transpired, suggesting no more than 
a dull roar of consistent domestic 
bliss for each of the four characters. 
Ballbreaker Miranda (Cynthia Nixon) 
is still raising her red-headed mess of 
a kid with the awkward (and buffed 
up) bar owner Steve, while prissy 
Charlotte (Kristin Davis) is turning 
her adopted little Chinese girl into a 
Park Avenue princess with her bald 
Jewish lawyer husband Harry. 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 33 


need depth 


ties of residential schools into a par- 
ticularly wooden, rez-centric episode 
of CSI, in both look and feel. 

Loosely centred around Rain 
(Lightning herself), a woman who 
worries her increasingly vivid 
dreams and occasional visions are 
pushing her down the same path as 
her schizophrenic, institutionalized 
mother, the film slowly reveals two 
nefarious forces at work, each 
attempting to keep down the aborig- 
inal population in its own way. The 
slightly less benign one is the small- 
town mayor who wants to turn 
rightful Native land into a money- 
making resort; the more diabolicial 
one is the church, here represented 
by a priest who is practically evil 
incarnate, a mommy-poisoning, 
amoral bastard who will go to any 
lengths to keep the church's secrets 
(literally) buried 

There is no doubt rich drama to 
be found in the story of residential 
schools, but Lightning's film isn’t the 
one to unearth it; full of easy, broad 
strokes and tiredly derivative cine- 
matography, it's a film that very 
nearly does a serious disservice to 
the issues it’s ostensibly trying to 
illuminate. vw 


30 


MAY 25 - JUN 4, 2008 


FILM 


Bike Month’s films Offer 
the world on two wheels 


MATTHEW HALLIDAY / matthew@vueweekly.com 
une is Bike Month, but that does- 
n't mean you've got to break a 
sweat. Every Monday this month, 

letro Cinema will present a different 
cycle-themed film for gearheads both 
active and sedentary. Here are some 
brief reviews, in ascending order of 
how much they made me want to tum 
off the TV, grab my own 18-speed and 
hit the streets. 

A Sunday In Hell (#x, Jun 2, 7:30 
pm) follows the 1976 Paris-Roubaix 
road race, a gruelling 160 km French 
bike race notori- 
ous for its last 60 
clicks, a hard slog 
over narrow cob- 
blestone roads 
and uphill terrain. 
The film features 
some of the 
biggest names in 
European cycling 
in the '70s (hmm 
... that was sup- 
posed to sound 
more enticing) 
and is alleged to 
be one of the 
great cycling films, but it'll be hard to 
tell unless you're a tri-lingual Euro- 
pean, since the on-location dialogue is 
all in Dutch and French, with no subti- 
tles. There is English narration, but 
still, one wonders why the camera 
lingers so long with people who can’t 
possibly be understood by the film’s 
English target audience. The film 
redeems itself in the last half hour 
though, when the race enters its final 
phase and the remarkable athleticism 
and endurance of the riders comes to 
the fore. Pure sport, this last bit is, and 
the overhead helicopter shots of hun- 
dreds of cyclists jockeying for the lead 
as they wind through the constricted 
streets of rural France are breathtak- 
ing. Critical mass indeed. 

The films that comprise Portland's 
Filmed By Bike Festival (***, Jun 
9, 7:30 pm) are a mixed bag, but it’s a 
fun and quirky look into the cycling 
subculture. The films come from some 
pretty predictable cycling cities—Port- 
land, New York and Toronto being 
heavily represented—but they reflect 
some remarkably differing aesthetics. 
“Bike Lane Liberation” follows a group 
of NYC bike activists as they stage 
some theatrical activism to “ticket” 
cabs, double-parked cars and others 
who take up the city’s bike lanes. 
“Unicycle Bastards Invade Portland” 
documents a group of middle-aged 
guys who take up unicycling (and 
spend a good part of their screen time 
discussing how bad the unicycle is for 
their junk). “Time Bike” is a low, low, 
low-budget little fantasy about a man 
who finds a bike that allows him to 
travel through time. My own favourite 
may have been the impressionistic, 
dream-like “Ski Boys,” which doesn’t 
have much to do with bikes at all, 
besides featuring a few nameless 
young people on what looks like 
grainy super-8 footage, biking through 
sunny fields and into lakes set to a 
soundtrack of dreamy indie-rock. 
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Doesn't sound like much, but it’s an 
artfully constructed little reverie 
Bikecar (x*%%x, jun 16, 7-3; 
follows three snowboarders as }),. 
trek across the Pacific Northwest jn, 
three-seater bik; 
Car, lookine {o, 
places to boar 
The movie follows 
the genial thre 
Some as they bike 
through towns big 
and small, mee 
the locals, vet 
pulled over b, 
cops, get stuck in 
@ mountain pas 
and get danger 
Ously close to 
some big fat 18 
wheelers on 
too-narrow highway. There's not a lot 
of “there” there—we're pretty much just 
hanging out with these guys as the 
complete their 850 mile pedal-powere: 
journey. But they're just so damn |i\ 


pir 


~ able, and the film is so well put-togeth 


er, and of course the bikecar is s: 
damn cool, that it gets a thumbs-u 

Pedal (ttt, Jun 30, 7:30 pm) is a 
powerful hour-long doc about New 
York’s bike messengers. Now this is a 
terrifying occupation, especially in a 
traffic-choked place like Manhattan. \ 
wonder that it seems to attract a mot!e 
crew of the down-and-out, immigrants 
and the mentally unsound. “I've been 
rehab, mental institutions, and even 
there dreamed of riding,” says one man 
“There are guys who at first sight you d 
think were complete fucking losers, bu! 
they're masters on these streets.” 

They know it, too. They careen 
through red lights, tear the wrong w’\ 
through one-ways, and slice throug 
intersections, slipping in and out o! \! 
flow of pedestrian traffic (not alw2) 
successfully). There’s sure no love | 
between the couriers and the c'\) 
cabbies, who see them, with justi! 
tion, aS a menace. But their vilifical" 
by politicians, drivers and pedestn' 
doesn’t stop the streams of Moha™ 

“mad Ali-like braggadocio issuing {"°" 

their mouths, and it doesn’t slow the! 
down (maybe it encourages it). For ° 
the stupidity and un-earned arroga! 
the couriers display in their wor’ 
many of them are very clear-heau: 
about the dangers and of the 
and the rush of urban cycling perfec\) 
(with the help of a handlebar-moun: 
camera). Urban cyclists of all kinds 2" 
used to the weird nether-zone \’ 
occupy in the flow of city traffic, 0°! 
quite vehicles, not quite pedestrians 
sharing an uneasy truce with both, >: 
these guys are fascinating becaus 
they occupy the same outsider posit” 
in society. The best of the bunch. v 
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Character and assassination: Stranger: 
has smart chills, but lacks panache 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan @vueweekly.com 
T= effective sub-genres of hor- 

ror stand in the foreground of 

Bryan Bertino’s first feature 
The Strangers: both an ambiguously 
character-driven European thriller 
and a gritty, early-Wes Craven domes- 
tic massacre. In a sense, it also bears 
a striking originality that surpasses 
the most recent weak-willed popular 
American scary movies that aim to 
fool audiences into attending for a 
couple weekends until everybody 
realizes how shitty they are. Though 
at times predictable and overcalculat- 
ed, The Strangers takes some sincere 
risks in fucking around with our 
expectations. And that makes me feel, 
well, appreciated. 

After a less-than-successful mar- 
riage proposal during a wedding 
reception, James (Scott Speedman) 
takes his girlfriend Kristen (Liv Tyler) 
to his family’s summer home in the 
country. Having prepared a romantic 
dinner and a rose-petal strewn bed, 
they instead settle into a bucket of ice 
cream and a quiet bath upon arriving. 
For a moment, they forget the awk- 
wardness of the evening and rekindle 
their intimacy, until a late-night knock 
at the door. After answering, a shad- 
owed woman's face mistakenly asks 
for a name that isn’t familiar, and 
something feels like it just ain’t right. 

James offers to step out to buy Kris- 
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ten a new pack of cigarettes, leaving 
her to wander through the house 
alone with her thoughts. But the 
stranger calls at the door again, con- 
firming Kristen’s suspicion that there 
is good reason to be scared. James 
returns, though it makes her feel only 
so much safer as lipstick-penned 
messages appear on the windows, 
commencing the wrath of a gang of 
masked stalkers on the house that are 
after more than just a cup of sugar. 


THE THOUGHTFUL CHARACTER element 


of The Strangers, that which sees 
James and Kristen alienated from 
their relationship at the beginning, 
builds a romantic tension like horror- 
thrillers made abroad. In Michael 
Haneke's Caché, for instance, Daniel 
Auteil and Juliette Binoche discover a 
frustrating rift in the marriage as a 
stalkers enter their lives, while in 
Alexandre Aja’s High Tension, a com- 
plicated lesbian lets her secret love 
for her best friend get the better of her 
before a rapist truck driver kills 
almost everyone. Bertino’s film 
escorts the method, otherwise knows 
as an intriguing subplot, to share the 
slab with a bloody Halloween-style 
chase through the woods. 

The Strangers also abandons the 
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notion that the audience is ob| 

to sense-making devices that wra 
its loosely conceived event 
clarified package. It’s precisely 
missing pages that turn out the n 
chilling results, from the slow, creep 
ing methods of the mysterious hood 
Jums as they surround the house 
the incapable, emasculated effo 
James to protect Kristen and him 
At times, its weirdness keeps | 
film very much in the moment 
ating the audience in an imme 
tension that parallels the experic 
of the victims. 

Though there are clearly intended 
and wonderful gaps in the plot, | 
bit of a shame that it doesn’t play 
listic chicken with itself. A couple n 
biting techniques become qu 
overused, such as when the murcere! 
frequently creep behind an unsu 
ing Kristen, or when the masks, \ 
almost trump the Ghostface cost 
in Scream, pop out of the dar 
The caution that the film takes 
linearity of its presentation arc 
makes the events a tad predictai 
Such a terrifyingly conceived nigh 
mare deserves to feel like one— 
that castrating suspension of real 
that occurs in the ceiling shot oi D 
tive Arbogast’s murder on the slaircas: 
in Psycho, or the giant teddy bear 
ing oral sex to an old man in The >! 
ing. Though otherwise succes 
Bertino deserves to make like }!\\\ 
cock or Kubrick and push the imag 
tion of The Strangers toward 1 
traumatic territory. w 
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Fri, Sun-Thu 1:20, 4:05, 6:50, 9:25; Sat 
1:20, 4:05, 6:50, 9:25, 11:45 
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Fri, Fae Suncthu 125, 4:10, 7:10, 9:35; Sat 
1:25, 4:10, 7:10, 9:35, 11:55 


THE RUINS (18A, gory scenes) 

fri, Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:50, 7:40, 10:05; 
Sat 1:55, 4:50, 7:40, 10:05, 12:15 
WHERE IN THE WORLD IS OSAMA 
BIN LADEN? (PG, coarse language) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 6:55, 9:15; Sat 6:55, 9:15, 
14:25 

88 MINUTES (144, violence) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:35, 7:25, 9:50; Sat 
1:40, 4:35, 7:25, 9:50, 12:05 
COLLEGE ROAD TRIP (G) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 2:00, 4:40, 7:30, 9:35; Sat 
2:00, 4:40, 7:30, 9:35, 11:35 


THE VISITOR (PG, coarse language) 
Dally 2:05, 4:55, 7:35, 10:00 Las 
NIM'S ISLAND (G) 

Dally 1:50, 4:45, 7:15. 
violence, mature themes) 


21 (PG, 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:15, 4:00, 7:00, 9:40; Sat 
1:15, 4:00, 7:00, 9:40, 12:05 


DRILLBIT TAYLOR (PG, violence, 
coarse language) 

Daily 1:30, 4:15, 7:20 

DR. SEUSS' HORTON HEARS A 
WHO! (G) 

Daily 1:35, 4:30, 7:05, 9:20 


10,000 B.C. (PG, violence) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:20, 7:15, 9:45; Sat 
1:45, 4:20, 7:15, 9:45, 12:00 


‘Don rari That's entire- 
y in the first 15 minutes, and you 


otta see it for yourself. 


HILE sex and the City is nothing 
d what one might expect, it deliv- 
almost exactly the same appeal of 
the series that drove the film to be con- 
ceived. Themes of love and friendship 
stand at the front line, where the estro- 
gen-charged crew continue to make 
luable discoveries about what it truly 
ans to be an overly successful white 
woman in the big city. The film effort- 
es ly weammee Dewees which their 
al dramas co-exist, feeling much 
i te SiterhGod ofthe Thavelling Pants for 
the cougar set. However, it fails to 
break the inspirational ground of the 
Jaded female psyche as it once did on 
the small sereen—Carrie’s ego stays 
intact, and it’s no surprise. 

The fashion, plays as lead of a 
role as Ms Parker's, is in full throttle 
bags, minis, underpants and acces- 

ones faster than I can flip through the 

dial ns she It's as dis- 


(PG, violence) 
Fri, Suntne 885 Sat 9:55, 12:15 
‘THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse lan- 


guage) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 9:30; Sat 9:30, 11:40 
CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 


14231.137th Avenue, 732-2220 
THE STRANGERS (14A. gory scenes, 
Daily 12:40, 2:40, 6:10, 7:40, 10:05 
THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, violence) 
Daily 12:20, 3:30, 6:45, 9:45; Digital 
Cinema Daily 1:10, 4:10, 7:20, 10:25 


WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not 
-recommended for children, coarse lan- 


12:30, 2:50, 5:20, 7-50, 10:15 


| BRED RACER fo) 


Spe \g of, Hsuddenly feel the 
urge to recharge my masculinity. 
laybe Laat and her girl- 


1:50, 3:00, 3:40, 4:40, 6:15, 7:00, 

9:15, 10:00, 10:40; Tue 12:10, 1:50, 

9:00, 3:40, 4:40, 6:15, 7:00, 7:45, 

9:15, 10:00, 10:40; Star and Strollers 
: Tue 1:00 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 
1525-09 St, 496-9585 
THE STRANGERS (14. gory scenes, 


frightening 

Daily 12:18, 2:40, 5:00, 7:50, 10:20 
(PG, ) 

FisMon, Wed-Thu 1:50, 1 12:20, 3:20, 


3:50, 6:40, 7:20, 10:10, 10:40; Tue 
11750, 9:20, 3:50, 6:40, 7:20, 10:10, 
Strollers 


10:40; Star and Screening: Tue 
1:00 

WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not 
recommended for chikiren, coarse lan- 
guage) 

Daily 1:45, 4:20, 7:15, 9:40 

SPEED RACER (PG) 

Dally 12:10, 3:10 

MADE OF HONOR Miss sexual Con- 
tent, coarse lang 

Fri-Sat, Mon-Thu 1 

9:20; Sun 12:50, 6) 


IRON MAN (PG, not recommended for 
young children, violence) 
pe Mon-Thu 1:00, 4:15, 6:30, 


HAROLD AND KUMAR ESCAPE 
FROM GUANTANAMO BAY (184, 
crude content, substance abuse) 

Daily 12:40, 2:50, 5:20, 8:00, 10:40 


FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL 
(8A, saxual content) 
Dally 1:20, 4:10, 7:10, 9:50 


‘SEX AND THE CITY (184) 
No passes, Daily 11:45, 2,00, 3:15, 
5:30, 6:45, 9:00, 10:16; Digital Cinema, 
No Passes Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:30, 
4:00, 7:40, 10:45; Tue 4:00, 7:40, 
10:45; Star and Strollers Screening, No 
passes: Tus 1:00 
INDIANA JONES AND THE 
KINGDOM OF THE CRYSTAL 
SKULL (PG, frightening scenes, vio- 
lence) 
Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 12:00, 12:45, 1:30, 
2:15, 3:00, 3:45, 4:30, 5:15, 6:00, 

:00, 7:45, 8:30, 9: 
Mon 12:00, 12:45, 
4:30, 5:15, 6:00, 7: 
10:00, 10:45 
WWE ONE NIGHT STAND 2008 
(Classification not available) 
Sun 6:00 


CINEPLEX WEST MALL 8 
9882-170 Gt, 444-1829 

STREET KINGS (18A, violence) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:45; Sat-Sun 1:20, 
4:50, 7:15, 9:45 
NIM'S ISLAND (G) 
Fri.4:40, 7:10, 9:30; Sat-Sun 2:00, 
5:00, |, 9:30; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:30 
THE RUINS (184A, gory scenes) 
Fri 4:45, 6:45, 9:10; Sat-Sun 1:10, 
4:20, 6:45, 9:10; Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:10 
21 (PG, violence, mature themes) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:15, 
4:15, 6:50, 9:40 


DRILLBIT TAYLOR (PG, violence, 


coarse language) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:50, 
4:40, 7:00, 9:20 

DR. HORTON HEARS A 


WHO! 
+ F110, 6:30, 6:50; Sat-Sun 1:20, 
ae eas B50 


5, 10:00, 10:45; 


12:10, 12:50, 1:50, 
6:15, 7:00, 7:45, 


3:00, 3:40, 
, 10:00; 10:40; Mon 12:10, 12:50, 


9:15, 10:00, 


10206-1028 Ave, 421-7020 


THE (14A, gory scenes, 
scenes) 
Daly 1:10, 3:45, 7:20, 9:50 


WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not 
recommended for chikdren, coarse tan 


DTS Digital; Daily 12:10, 2:35, 6:50, 
9:15 


lence) 
DTS Digital, Dolby Stereo No 
passes Fri-Wed 12:00, 12: 


10:05; Thu 


3:25, 6:40, 7:10, oe 
6:40, 7:10, 9:30, 


12:00, 12: 
10:05 


20, 
HAROLD AND KUMAR ESCAPE 
FROM GUANTANAMO BAY (18. 
Crude content, substance abuse) 
OTS Digital, Daily 3:50, 9:10 


IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for children) 

DTS Digital Daily 1:00, 3:55, 7:00, 9:45 
THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, violence) 

No passes, DTS Digital Fri-Sat, Mon- 
Thu 12:30, 3:35, 6:55, 10:00; Dolby 


Stereo Digital Sun 12:30, 3:35, 6:55, 
10:00 


FUGITIVE PIECES (14,) 
OTS Digital Daily 1:20, 6:30 


SEX AND THE CITY (184) 
No passes; Dolby Stereo Digital; Daily 
11:45, 12:45, 2:50, 3:15, 10:00 


CLAREVIEW 10 


4211-199 Ave, 472-7600 
SEX AND THE CITY (184) 
No passes; on 3 screens; Fri-Sun 
12:20, 1:50, 3:30, 4:20, 5:10, 6:41 
7:50, 8:30, 9: lon-Thu 3:30, 4:20, 
5:10, 6:40, 7:50, 8:30, 9:50 


THE STRANGERS (14, gory scenes, 
frightening scenes) 

Fri-Sun 12:25, 2:40, 4:50, 7:30, 10:00; 
Mon-Thu 4:50, 7:30, 10;00 


SPEED RACER (PG) 
Fri-Sun 1:00 


WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not 
recommended for children, coarse lan- 
guage) 

Fri-Sun 1:40, 4:00, 7: 
Thu 4:00, 7:15, 9:40 


IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

Fri-Sun 1:20, 4:10, 7:00, 9:45; Mon: 
Thu 4:10, 7:00, 9:45 


THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, violence) 
Fri-Sun 12:30, 3:35, 6:35, 9:35; Mon: 
Thu 3:35, 6:35, 9:35 


INDIANA JONES AND THE 
KINGDOM OF THE CRYSTAL 
SKULL (PG, frightening scenes, vio- 
jence) 

No passes; On 3 screens; Fri-Sun 
12:50, 1:30, 2:00, 3:45, 4:30, 5:00, 
6:45, 7:10, 8:00, 9:30, 9:55; Mon-Thu 
3:45, 4:30, 5:00, 6:45, 7:10, 8:00, 
9:30, 9:55 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 410-0150 


THE STRANGERS (1 4A. gory scanos, 
frightening scenes) 

Fri 4:40, 7:40, 10:00; Sat-Sun 1-30, 
4:A0, 7:40, 10:00; Mon-Thu 7:40, 
10:00 


THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, violance) 

Fri 3:20, 4:00, 6:40, 7:10, 9:45, 10:20; 
Sat-Sun 12:00, 12:30, 3:20, ), 6:40, 
7:10, 9:45, 10:20; Mon. Thu 6:40, 7:10, 
9:45, 10:20 


WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG. not 
recommended for children, coarse lan 


. 9:40; Mon- 


) 
nf 4:15;6:45, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:50, 
4:15, 6:45, 9:30; Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:30 


MADE OF HONOR (PG, coarse lan 
, Sexual content) 
i ), 7:15, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:40, 
3:40, 7:16, y Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:40 


IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom 
mended for young children) 

Fri 4:20, 7:20, 10:15; Sat- 1:20, 
4:20, 7:20, 10:15; Mon-Thu 7:20, 
10:15 


INDIANA JONES AND THE 
KINGDOM OF THE CRYSTAL 
SKULL (PG, frightening scenes, vio- 


lence) 

Fri 3:45, 4:10, 7:00, 7:30, 9:50, 10;30; 
Sat-Sun 12:45, 1:10, 3:45, 4:10, 7:00, 
7:20, 9:50, 10:30; Mon-Thu 7:00, 7:20, 
9:50, 10:30 


SEX AND THE CITY (154) 

No passes, Fri 3:30, 4:30, 6:50, 8:00, 
10°10; Sat-Sun 12:15, 1:00, 3:30, 4:30, 
6:50, 8:00, 10:10; Mon-Thu 6:50, 8:00, 
10:10 


8712-100 91.493-0726 
SON OF RAMBOW (PG, coarse lan 
guage, not recommended for young 


Baty 7.00 
Daily 7:00, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00; No 9:10 
show on Thu, June 5 


SEX AND THE CITY (184) 
No passes Dally 1:00, 3:45, 6:30, 9:15 


WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not 
recommended for children, coarse lan 


guage) 
Dally 1:15, 3:15, 6:15, 7:20, 9:39 


te: CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
INGE CASPIAN (PQ, violence) 
bon 12.55, 3:35, 6:40, 9:20 


INDIANA JONES AND THE 
KINGDOM OF CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, 
Violence, frightening scenes) 

No passes Daily 1:45, 4:15, 7:00, 9:25 
IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom 
mended for young children) 

Dally 1:25, 4:05, 6:45, 9:10 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 


900146 Ave, Camrose, 780-008-2144 


MADE OF HONOR (PG, coarse lan. 
guage, Sexual content) 
Dally 7:10 9:10 


WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not 
recommended for chikiren, coarse lan 


guage) 
Daily 7:05 9:05; Sat-Sun 2:05 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: PRINCE 
CASPIAN (PG, violence) 
Dally 7:30; Sat-Sun 1:45 


INDIANA JONES AND THE 
KINGDOM OF CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, 
Violence, frightening scenes) 

Daily 6:50 9:10; Sat-Sun 1:50 


IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom 
mended for young children) 
Sat-Sun 1:50 


SEX AND THE CITY (18) 
Daily 6:45, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:45 


780-352-9022 
SEX AND THE CITY (184) 
Daily 6:55, 9:35; Sat-Sun 12:85, 3:05 
WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not 
recommended for children, coarse lan 
guage) 
Dally 7:10; Sat-Sun 1;10 
IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom 


mended for young children) 
Daily 9:30; Sat-Sun 3:35 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: PRINCE 
CASPIAN (PG, viclance) 

Daily 6:50, 9:40; Sat, Sun, Mon 12:d50, 
3:45 

INDIANA JONES AND THE 
KINGDOM OF CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, 
Violence, frightening scenes) 

Dally 6:55, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:65, 3:30 


9828-101A Aye. Citadel Thoatre, 
425-9212 


MUGHAL E AZAM (PG) 
Sun 2:00 


THE UNFORESEEN W/ WARMING 
(STC) 
Fri, Sat, Sun, Tue 7:00, 9:00 


JUNE 18 BIKE MONTH: A SUNDAY 
IN HELL (STO) 
Mon 7:30 


DREAMSPEAKERS: OLDER THAN 
AMERICA (144, disturbing content) 
Wed 7:00 


DREAMSPEAKERS FILM FESTIVAL 
(STC) 
Thu 6,00 


PARKLAND CINEMA 7 


190. Century Crossing. Sonice Grove. 972- 
782. Serving Soruce Grove, Stony Plains 
Parkland County 
SEX AND THE CITY (158A) 
Daily 6:50, 9:45; Fri, Sat, Sun 1:00; 
Movies For Mommies: Tue 1:00 


THE STRANGERS (14A, gory scenes, 
frightening scenes) 

Daily 7:10, 9:10; Fri, Sat, Sun, Tue 1:05 
3:05 

INDIANA JONES AND THE 
KINGDOM OF CRYSTAL SKULL (PG. 
Violence, frightening scenes) 

Daily 7:00, 7:15, 9:35, 9:40; Fri, Sat, 
Sun, Tue 12:30, 12:65, 3:00, 3:35 
CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: PRINCE 
CASPIAN (PG, violence) 

Daily 6:45, 9:30; Fn, Sal, Sun, Tue 
12:50, 3:45 


WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG. not 
recommended for children, coarse lar 


guage) 
Daily 6:55, 9:00; Fri, Sat, Sun, Tue 
12:40; 3:10 


IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom: 
mended for young children) 


1, 9:20; Fri, Sat, Sun, Tue 
25 


1097-82 Ave, 453-0728 


THE STONE ANGEL (144, 
tent) 
Daly 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00 


THEN SHE FOUND ME (14A) * 
Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat, Sun 2:30 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 


THE STRANGERS (144A, gory scenes, 
frightening seenes) 
Dally 12:20, 2:30, 4:50, 7:50, 10:40 


THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, violence) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 12:10, 1:10, 3:20, 4:15, 
6:45, 7. 9:50, 10:35; Wed 12:10, 
1:10, 3:20, 4:15, 7:20, 9:50, 10:35 


WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not 
recommended for children, coarse lan 
guage) 

Daily 12:30, 3:40, 7:15, 9:40 


SPEED RACER: THE IMAX 
EXPERIENCE (PG) 
FrieTue 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10,00 


IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom- 4S 
mended for young childran) 
Dally 1:20, 4:20, 7:25, 10:15 


HAROLD AND KUMAR ESCAPE 
FROM GUANTANAMO BAY (154, 
crude content, tance abuse) 
Fri-Sat, Tue-Thu 12:40, 3:10, 6:30, 9:10; 
Sun 12:49, 9:10, 9:10; Mon 12:40, 
3:10, 9:40 


SEX AND THE CITY (184) 
No passes, Fri-Tue, Thu 12:00, § 


Saxual Con 


2:50, 


2:15, 3:30, 4:10, 6:00, 7:00, 7:30. 
9:30, 10:30, 10:4 xd 12:00, 2:15, 
3:30, 4:10, 6:00, 7:00, 7:30, 9:30, 
10:30, 10:45; Star and Stroflen 
Screening, No passes; Wed 1:00 


INDIANA JONES AND THE 
KINGDOM OF THE CRYSTAL 
SKULL (PG, frighter 
lence) 

Fri-Tue, Thu 12:16, 1:00, 1°30, S16 
4:00, 4:40, 6:20, 7:10, 7:40, 9:20, 
10:10, 10:50; Wed 12:15, 1:30, 3:15, 
4,00, 4:40, 6:20, 7:10, 7:40, 9:20, 
10:10, 10:50; Star and Strollers 
Screening: Wed 1:00 


WWE ONE NIGHT STAND 2008 
(Classification not available) 
Sun 6:00 


11 Ave, Groat Aid, 455-8726 


THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, violence) 
OTS Digital; Fri, Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:40; 
Sat-Sun 12:15, 3:15, 6:40, 9:40 


INDIANA JONES AND THE 
KINGDOM OF THE CRYSTAL 
SKULL (PG, frightening scenes, vic 
lence) 

Dolby Stereo Digital, No passes Fri 
7:00, 9:60; Sat-Sun 12:35, 3:50, 7:00, 
9:50; Daily 7:00, 9:50 


SEX AND THE CITY (18A) 

OTS Digital; No passes; Fri, Mon-Thu 
6:20, 9:35; Sat-Sun 12:25, 3:30, 6:30, 
9:35 — 
IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended far young children) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:30; Sat-Sun 
12:46, 3:40, 6:50, 9:30 


| __ WETASKIWIN CINEMAS | 


7R0-352-3922 


SEX AND THE CITY (164) 
Daily 6:55, 9:35; Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:35 


WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not 
recommended for children, coarse lan- 
guage) 

Daily 7:10; Sat-Sun 1:10 

IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

Daily 9:30; Sat-Sun 3:36 
CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: PRINCE 
CASPIAN (PG, violence) 

Daily 6:50, 9:40; Sat, Sun, Mon 12:d50, 
3:45 

INDIANA JONES AND THE 
KINGDOM OF CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, 
Violence, frightening scenes) 

Daily 6:55, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:65, 3:30 


9 scenes, vi 
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WARNING 


CIGARETTES LEAVE YOU BREATHLESS 
Tobacco use causes crippling, often fatal lung diseases such as emphysema. 
Health Canada 
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ACRES OF LIONS / 41 
TEENAGE HEAD / 45 


DAN MANGAN / 49 


The eye of the tiger is in the buzz of the hummingbird 
CALGARY S BEIJA FLOR TEARS ALBERTA A NEW ONE, BUT IN A BEAUTIFUL WAY 


BAYAN BIRTLES / inyan @vueweekly.com 
/ i of the kids that we've 
grown up with have at some 
jint gotten sick of Calgary 


or gotten sick of Alberta and they 
moved away to Vancouver, Montréal, 
yoronto, New York, Chicago—just 
spread themselves out. I've always 
wanted to try and invest in Calgary 
and instead of going where the action 
is try to start the action in Calgary and 
in Alberta. It's a struggle trying to be 
an artist in this province and | think 
Edmonton is the exact same way.” 

A lot of commentators have men- 
tioned that the economic boom that 
Alberta has been going through for 
what seems like forever now—at least 
to people who pay rent—can be a dou- 
ble edged sword for artists. While all of 
the money flowing through the 
province ensures that the national 
media‘has started to pay attention to 
the cultural happenings of this 
province, the rising cost of living has 
meant that artists and musicians have 
been forged to seek greener pastures 
in other provinces. Stephen van 
Kampen of Calgary's Beija Flor has 
his own double edged sword to deal 
with thanks to the Alberta boom; the 
frustrations of living in Alberta may 
tempt him to leave it all behind like 
many of his compatriots have, but they 
have also provided him with plenty of 
fodder for interesting songs on his 
band’s newest album, The American. 

“A lot of people have said that this 
record is just slashing away at Alberta. 
Even the title, The American, is about 
Americanisms that go on in Alberta 
and, yeah, there's definitely some angry 
songs," he says. “The first track, ‘Life of 
a Salesman,’ { actually am a travelling 
salesman and so | live in Edmonton 
half the time in hotels and it's about 
that complete loneliness of constantly 
having to be on the road doing this, and 
then there's other songs like ‘Poor Man 
Rich City’ about how | used to work in 
4 warehouse in Calgary and just the 
frustration of being a part of the work- 
ing class in a city that's so rich with oil, 
and the poor are just completely forgot- 
‘en about and how it’s gotten worse as 
well. No matter where we go within 
Alberta that’s something that rings true 
in all of the cities we go to.” 

While there is some positive stuff on 
the album—van Kampen points to the 
song "Sunny Boy,” which is about his 
young son, as*a good example—the 
record is rather dark. Ironically, says 
van Kampen, even though one of his 
Most positive songs may be about his 
Son, the act of having kids has made 
his wife and himself even more frus- 
‘ated with the dominant worldview in 
Alberta that can sometimes seem to 


SAT MAY 30(8 PA) 
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revolve around money, with little 
regard for families or quality of life. 
"Before we started to have kids we'd 
be angry or fed up with the status quo 
but we were kind of like armchair crit- 
ics—we weren't really living it. Whereas 
now, my soniis five years old and we just 
registered him for school and his school 
is ahalf hour drive away from our house 
in Calgary. When I was a kid I walked to 
school every morning no problem,” he 
laments. “It’s these types of things, like 
taking away walkable neighbourhoods, 
that no one in Alberta seems to want to 
change. Definitely having kids has 
increased our wanting to stay here and 
wanting to affect change because now 
we have some roots here. Now we have 


something to fight for beyond ourselves, 
which makes it a better fight.” 


THAT FIGHT HAS changed sonically as 
well for the band. When it first burst 
upon the Calgary scene in 2003, the 
band played a mathy brand of post- 
punk and its angry political songs 
growled with the fury one would 
expect from such a group. This sound 
was reflected on Beija Flor’s first 
album, 2005's The Quiet Ones and the 
Lonely Ones, whereas The American 
reflects a more subdued, singer-song 
writer confessional style. 

The changes in the sound were 
necessitated by—surprise, surprise—a 
member getting fed up with Alberta 
and heading west for the greener pas- 
tures of Vancouver. This led the band to 
take on a number of new members in 
an effort to fill the void, and in doing so, 
the instrumentation changed allowing 
for the softer sounds Beija Flor current- 


ly broadcasts. At six members—includ 
ing the other remaining originals, Matt 
Bayliff and van Kampen's brother Paul, 
as well as newcomers Brett Gunther, 


Henry Hsieh and Hoyee 
Wong—the music is much 
more lush and layered, and 
reflects a variety of influences 
instead of just punk ones. One 
of the songs on the album, 
titled “Dear Jon,” even deals 
directly with the question of 
the band changing, asking former gui 
tar player Jon Reddit what was so good 
about Vancouver 

“(He] had a solo project at the same 
time called Sea of Is and he moved it 
west with a couple of other guys out to 
Vancouver. Because of that we kind of 
put the band on hold shortly after our 
album in 2005. In 2006 or 2007 we 
brought in some new guys,” explains 
van Kampen. “It’s kind of turned into a 
six-piece—it was never really our 


vueweekly.com 


intention to do that and people ve 
made all the comparisons, ‘Oh, its like 
a collective, oh, its like Broken Social 
Scene or Arcade Fire,’ but whatever, 
that wasn’t our intention. We had a 
hole and we wanted to fill it and this is 
just how it happened,” 


HOW IT HAPPENED has tea to a reinvig 


oration of the band, and plenty of suc 
cess, especially considering the group 
has done it entirely independently. 
After getting burned on the last album 
due to its record label dissolving, van 
Kampen says the group was deter- 
mined to do the legwork themséfes 
this time. Every CD available in a store 
has been consigned in person by the 
band and they paid for recording and 
pressing themselves—even going into 
debt in the process 

“We decided to release this record 
independently and we did go into 
debt, but at our CD release party we 
got out of debt. For whatever reason 
our CD release party sold out and we 
sold tons of CDs and it was really great 
because it created a little money pool 
for us to tour with 
with. We were blown away by it,” van 
Kampen enthuses. “The independent 
life has really served us well—we've 
been more successful being self @fi 
cient than we ever were on a label. | 
think if we don’t do the work, then no 
one else will either.” 

And they've certainly put in the 
work. Not satisfied by the band’s stage 
show, and taking inspiration frongthe 
lights at a Radiohead concert, van 
Kampen set out to create a smaller 
scale version that would work for the 
band members wired and 
programmed the light box themselves 
In fact, the stage show could just be 
the most exciting part about the band 

"It's kind of evolved over the years 
What basically happened is, y'know, 
you'd get to an all ages show on @gpot 
sunny saturday afternoon and 
basically all you do is turn all 
the fluorescent lights on and 
kids stand around and watch 
you play and I always wished 
we could make it a more inti 
mate exciting performance 
rather than just a band play- 
ing in a gymnasium,” van Kampen says. 
“1 wished that we could have some sort 
of light show that would work with our 
music without being some sort of 
cheeseball pyrotechnics Kiss shit. So I 
built this light box and we've got IP'to a 
point where it’s a series of switches that 
I contro! with my feet. We've had it ever 
since and it’s kind of become our trade- 
mark. We figure if people don’t like our 
music maybe they'll enjoy the flashing 
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LIVE MUSIC 


‘THU MAY 29 LIVE MUSIC 
BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage; 
Spm 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB (pen 
stage hosted by Alberta Crude, 6-10pen 


DRUID Guitar heroes 

DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band: Spm 

FOUR ROOMS Don Berner: 8pm 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB (Grant 
MacEwan juries) Chris Segger, The 
Jazz Grind Experiment, Geoff Wybenga 
Tio 

HULBERT'S Hulbert’s house concert. 
Dale Ladouceur Tho; 8pm; $8 at 
ticketSource, door 

IVORY CLUB Live Dueling Pianos. no 
cover; 8pm 

JAMBMERS PUB Thursday open jam; 
7-11pm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with the Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues), 8:30pm-12:30am 
JULLIAN’S PIANO BAR Graham 
Lawrence (jazz piano); 8:30pm 

L5'S COUNTRY KITCHEN AND 
PUB Country Star search preliminary 
competitions; 8:30pm 

NOATH GLEMORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


OBYRNE'S ShokerMakor 


REXALL PLACE Kanyo West Glow in 
the Dark Tour-Co-starring Rihanna, 
N.ER.D, Lupe Fiasco; 6:30pm (door), 
7pm (show), Sold out 

ROCK PUB AND GRILL Jazz night 
open stage hosted by the Janny Mac 
Attack: Spm-Tam. 

ROSE BOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE The 
Fat Dave Sound Wave (blues); Spm: $5 
STARLITE ROOM Kathloon Edwards, 
Justin Rutledge; Bom (door), 9:15pm, 
(shows $25 at TicketMaster 

URBAN LOUNGE TwentyOneSeven 
{acoustic}; 9pm {door}: no cover 


WILD WEST Tora Loo 


CLASSICAL 


THU MAY 28 CLASSICAL 


ST, BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE Be 
Well and Prosper. My Beloved Ukraine: 
The Ulrainian Canadian Congress with 
Father Edward Danylo Evanke; 8pm: 
$10 fact. at TIX on the Square, 
Ukrainian Book Store/$15 (doorl/ free 


Krazy K, hardstyle/techno with DJ 
Decha, tech trance/slectro with BU 
Savage Garret; no minors; no cover 
NEW CITY | Love “80s Party with 
Blue Jay, Nazz Nomad; no minors: 
8:30pm (door) 

NEW CITY Bingo hosted by Dexter 
Nebuls and Anarchy Adam: no minors; 
10pm; no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays. Dance lessons at 8pm: 
Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New. classic 
rock, R&B, urban and dance with DJ 
Mikee; 9pm-Zarn; no caver 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit it 
Thursdays: breaks, electro house spun 
with PI residents 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 0) 


Degree, DJ Generic; Spm: no cover 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


FRLMAY 20 LIVE MUSIC 


AXES CAFE Friday Live Music Nights 
in the Metro Room: Rik Leaf and: 
Marie-Josee 


BELL AND COURT Mc. Lucky 
{blves/roots), 8:30pm-12:30; no cover 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE Big Hank Lionhant 
and the Blue Hearts; $15 (adv. with 
dinnen/$20 (door, show only) 


CARROT Live music Fridays: Ted Ani; 
all ages; 8pm; $5 (door) 


CASINO EDMONTON VIP (pop/rock) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD The Rum 
Brothers (pop/rock) 


EARLY STAGE SALOON Rodeo 
Weekend: Ryley Tubbs, Chance and 
Matt 


EDDIE SHORTS Second Hand Smoke 
(blues) 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE Hot 
Latin Groove (Latin): America Rasa and 
3. Ds i8pm (doark no minors; $15 (adv) 
at TicketMaster, werwetownsalsa.com, 
Paraiso Tropical, Kris King. Spice 
Productions/$20 (door|; info 780-953- 
2H0T 


FOUR ROOMS Don Berner; Spm; $5 
FRESH START Live music Fridays: 
Ollands Lee and Andrew Glover; 6- 
Spm 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Jordon Lee 
{acoustie/altemative/pop), Dani Jean 
(pop) 

HULBERT'S PUB Efa Etoroms, Jr 
Trio; Bpm; $10 (door) 

JEFFREYS CAFE The Tuxedo Junkies 
{Vegas jazi $10 


JEKYLL AMD HYDE Headwind 
(pop/rock $30pm; no cover 


Musicians’ Collective-Explorations 
Concert Series: Hardcore: Mark 
Hundeved, Glen Halls, and William =~ 
Jamieson; Braintrust; 7pm; $15 
{adult}/$10 (student/senior) at TIX on 
the Square, door 

‘TAPHOUSE Texas Blood Money, 
Quests; Spm 


TEMPLE T.G.| Psydays: Techno Hippy 
Crew; Spm. 


URBAN LOUNGE Third Person View, 
$5; 9pm (door) 


VELVET F&B, 
Baija Flor ; $10 (door) 


WILD WEST Tera Lee 
X-WRECKS Siowbum; Epm-12am 


YARDBIRD SUITE Mark Murphy 
‘Quartet, 8pm (door), 9pm (show); $20 


{member/$24 (quest) at TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


FRLMAY 39 CLASSICAL 
MUTTART HALL Edmonton Classical 
Guitar Society. Benjamin Verdery (qui- 
tar); 8pm, $30 (adult/$25 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock new 
wave, Brit pop, and 60s soul with OJ 
Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover before 
10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bitch! Bitch! 
Bitch! Fridays: electro, indie, alterna- 
tive, techno with OJs Dervish, 
‘Squirrelly 8, guests, no minors; Spm 
(door) 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out 
Fockandroll/punkrock/abitofeverthing/i 
ndy with DJs Jebus and Anarchy 
‘Adam {from CJSR’s Your Weekly AA 
Mesting): G-Whiz 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: classic 
rock, R&B, urban and dance with BJ 
Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 

RED STAR Movin’ on Up Fridays: 
indie, rock, funk. soul, hip hop with DJ 
Gatto, DJ Mega Wattson 

ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: Salsa- 


merengue-bachata-house- 
urban-old school with OJ Spice 


PREVUE / MON, JUN 2 (8 PM) /-CPC GANGBANGS / BLACK DOG, FREE 
Get ready to shotgun some beers. Deanr's in town and he’s 
ready to give'r. 


{students/senior/member} at TIX on 
the Square, Avenue Guitars, The 
Gramophone , Acoustic Music Shop, 
door 


WINSPEAR CENTRE A Celtic 

Celebration (Robbins Pops): Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra, Jack Everly (con- 
ductor); tickets at Winspear box office 


DJS 


FRLMAY 30 DUS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday. Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends: 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR 0.) James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Friday. 
‘Ds spin on the main floor, the 
Wooftop: DJ Ben Jammin” 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


{youth-14) 
DJS 


THU MAY 29 DJS 
BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thurs: 
Nights: Electro Education: dub, 
hop. lounge, electro with DJ Lazer 
Beam 

BRLLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escopack 


Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: DUs spin on two levals 
BUDDY'S Wot underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight. QJ 
WestCoastBabyQeddy 

FILTHY MeNASTY'S Punk Flock 
Bingo with DU SWAG 

FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 

GAS PUMP Lodies Nite: Top 
40/dance with OJ Christian 

GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: Kanye-After Concert Party 
witty the Urban Substance Sound Crew 
Invinceable, Touch It, and Capone 


HALD Thursdays Fo Sho: with Aliout 
Dus DJ Degree, Junior Brown 

KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ Mark 
Stevens; 9pm 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thurstiays 
funky house/techno with DU Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks with DJ 


FILTHY MCNASTY'S, FREE 


PREVUE / SAT. MAY 31 (4 PM) / PAPER GHOSTS / 


Very poppy, very lovey dovey, very acoustic, very live. 


JULUAN'S PIANO BAR Grehom 


Lawrence {jazz pssnol 8:30pm 


ON THE ROCKS Love Junk with DJ 
Shawnidis: Spm 


PAWN SHOP My Quiet Earth (mem 
bers of Sessions), 21/7, Parachute, 
Penguin, Spm: $10 (adv) 


SHERWOOD PARK LIBRARY 
MULTIPURPOSE ROOM Celtic Raine 
Productions-Folk Music Live at 
Library, Jessics Heine: 6:30pm (door), 
Tpm (show $15 (edult’$? (12-18 yrs) 
at TIX on the Square 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 
‘THEATRE Exronton Creative 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup. 0 cover before 10pm 
DELUXE BURGER BAR fare ‘60s and 
TOs progressive rock. disco, and elec- 
tronic Indie with Jos! Reboh 

EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip hop. 
house, mash upc no manors 
ESMERALDA'S Exies Freakin Frenzy 
Fridays: Playing the bast in country 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) Top 
Tacks, rock, retro with OJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/(darce with OU 
Qrstan 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday res- 
ident DJ Luke Morrison 
‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 
request with a mix of retro and disco; 
7pm-12midnight 


STOLLFS Top 40, R&B, house with 
People's DJ 

STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tysin 

TEMPLE T.G.1.Psydays: Every 2nd Fri 
Psylrance, Beats and the dance-y stuff 
with the Techno Hippy Crew, guests 
URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays: with 
Invinesable Babygirl, quest DJs; 10pm 
{door}; $10 

WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ Toma; no 
cover 

Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays: 
Big Daddy, Ryan Wade, Roofio Brea 
(Bedroom); Dezire ie eter ra Dine 
Stone pas leates | ae 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


SAT MAY 31 LIVE MUSIC 


BELL AND COURT Mr. Lucky 
{bluas/roots 830pm-12:30; no cover 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of the 
Dog: Pemell Reichert and the Hard 
Drinkers; live acoustic music every 
Saturday eftemoon: 4-6pm; no cover 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Povis de Bomba 
lit lead by Mario Allende, featuring 
Raul Tabera (drums), Aldo Aguirre {vio- 
fin), Luts Emilio Rio (singer 8pm: $15 
{edVi/$18 (door) 

BLUES OM WHYTE Band of the 
week, 34pm: open blues jam every 
Saturday attemoon; 3-8:30pm 
CARROT Open mic Saturdays; 7:30- 
10pm 

CASINO EDMONTON VIP (pop/rock) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Tho Rum 
Brothers (pop/rock) 


EARLY STAGE SALOON Fiodeo 
Weekend: Ryley Tebhs, Chance and 
Matt 


EDDIE SHORTS ORMUS (classic rock) 
FALTHY McMASTY'S Open stage 


MAY 29 - JUN 4, 2008 


MUSIC 


Seturdays hosted by The toy 
‘2nd guests; 11pm (door), 2-5 
FOUR ROOMS Don Berney. 9, 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB ) 
Rene aeefpawer pn MT 
New Fat Dave Sound \v. 


JAMMERS PUB Sstris 
$-7:30pm; country/rock bay 


JEFFREYS CAFE Smooth a 
{funky jazzy $10 


PAWN SHOP Len 0 Paloozs 
fundraiser: Skyly and the tp ite 
The Mange, Swill City Local 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA COMMUN) 
HALL Northem Lights Folk Club: 
Dunn, Bob Jahrig, Karla Ande 
Heath, Jessica Heine, Bill 
7:309m; $20 (adv) fundra 
SEEDS 


ROCK PUB AND GRILL 
Jam/open stage 4-Somn; Live Am 
Spm 


SUGARBOWL Dan Mangzn 
Lovell, guests; 9:30pm; no cove; 


TAPHOUSE Molson open sis 
with The Taphouse Rockers 
Carmen Cook: 4pm-9pm 


TAPHOUSE Wide Awake (C0 fe 
Party); 7pm 

TEMPLE Oh Snap!: Oh Snap! wi 
Degree, All Out DJs; 9pm 


URBAN LOUNGE Third Pe 
9pm (door), $5 


WILD WEST Tera Loo 


WUNDERBAR Christian Hans 
the Autistics, The Joe, Rappe 
People; 8pm (door): $7 


XCWRECKS Open stage San, 
gear supplied, everyone welcom 
‘Bpm; no cover 

YARDBIRD SUITE Mark Murpiyy 
Quartet; Bpm (door), Spm (* 
{memiberl/$24 (quest) at Tickets: 


CLASSICAL 
SAT.MAY 31 CLASSICAL 
SJULUAN'S PIANO BAR Fev 
(classical guitar); 830pm 
‘SACRED HEART CHURCH ( 

ing Encore: Kokopelli Choir. 7p 


Spring 
$16 (adult}/$13 (student/senior) at 
on the Square 


TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
(CHURCH Bach and Forth! 
Biert (director): Bpm: $15 (2 
Jorl/$10 (student) at TIX on the Sc 
door 

WINSPEAR CENTRE A Celt 
Celebration (Robbins Pops): Edn 
Symphony Orchestra, Jack Ever'y 
ductor): tickets at Winspear bax 0" 


DJS 


Saturdays: Top 40 with 0J So.no: 


‘Saturdays 
punk with DJ Nazz Nomad no cove 
NEW CITY SUBURBS Sans) 


MATTHEW HALLIDAY HALUDAY / matthew @vueweotly.com 
Here's something I've never heard a 


classical musician say before: “I just 
found out that one of my musical heroes, 
Prince, recently had hip surgery, because 
of injuries from dancing in high heels.” 
The above comment comes courtesy 
of aan! guitarist Benjamin 
Verdery. who's using Prince's women’s 
wear-related injuries to explain the toll 
that performing takes on a musician's 
body, Somehow, it doesn’t seem like 
quite the right comparison for a man 
who spands his concerts sitting on a 
stog} to make, but all | say is, “Well, he 


delay pedals, loops and a slide guitar 
played with chopsticks and paper clips. 
“Well,” begins Verdery, by way of 
explaining his atypical eclecticism, “! 
think it's dangerous to play music you 
don't actually love. As one of my 
favourite musicians said, ‘Pieces pick 
you, you don't pick them.’ What I'm say- 
ing to a lot of younger guitarists | teach 
is that people want to hear you play 
what you're excited about, not what you 
think the audience wants you to play.” 

Verdery first picked up an electric six- 
String at age nine, playing as a rock qui- 
tarist before switching to classical at 18. 
Since 1985, he’s been the chair of Yale 
University’s guitar department, and, at 
least according to various press outlets, 
is an “iconoclastic” guitarist of “fiery 
technique” and “affecting intimacy” 
(those plaudits courtesy of the New York 
Times, the St Louis Post-Dispatch and 
the Times again, respectively). 

But, he’s not one of those “hip” clas- 
sical musicians whose knowledge of the 
rock world ends with the Beatles and 
the Stones. He name checks current 
indie-rock faves the Arcade Fire, the 
National, the Dirty Projectors and rapper 
Lupe Fiasco with as much passion as he 
does more “serious” music—in which 
his tastes have, maybe ironically, 
become more conservative. 

“| always feel at the bottom of the 


Mountain,” he says. “Like, | never had an 
‘ppreciation for Mozart and the classical 
period. It sounded really square to me 
when | was younger. It took a long time 
to get what they were doing, rebelling 
against baroque music, which I've 
always loved, especially Bach. It seems 
as if most people from a rock back- 
ground tend to gravitate to composers 
like Bach rather than classical period 
music; it's the nature of the rhythm, it's 
very driving and the phrases are general- 
ly smaller. As they are in pop music.” 
Maybe one clue to Verdery's wide- 
fanging tastes can be found in his love for 
his adopted hometown, New York, where 
he says he finds his best musical educa- 
tion. Verdery does have that long-time 
New Yorker cadence in his voice—loud 
and fast, but genial and gregarious, like 
he's shouting at a buddy from across six 
lanes of midtown traffic. And the dense 
urban landscape has a way of forcing mis- 
cegenation of all kinds—social, political, 
artistic—on the people who live there. 
“Oh yeah, right on my block | hear so 
many languages and cultures,” he says. 
“They're just thrown at you like almost 
no place I’ve seen. That intensity is 


impossible to deny. And at your finger- 
tips as well are also great concerts and 
Musicians and are from all over the 
world. If | didn’t live here, | don't know 
that I'd be the same musician.” w 
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ID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454-9928 * DUSTER'S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 » EDDIE 
erg * DRUI per 


SHORTS 10713-124 St, 453-3663 + WEM Phase III, 489-SHOW « 
BALLROOM 


GRILL 4003-106 St, 436-4403 + 
1)455-87 Ave, 427-2760 « JULIAN’S PLANO 


PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert * LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St. 481-2786 * LEVA 


"1607 Jesper Ave, 2nd Fi, 447-4495 « 


NEIGHBORHOOD PUB 6104-104 St, 439-9485 + whee 
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The lineage between modern music and 
the roots that influenced it can be diffi- 
cult to discern. Due to the international 
nature of music and the way people can 
be influenced by things indirectly, it's hard 
to properly distribute credit for certain 
ideas or concepts. The Bomb Squad (com- 
prised of Gary G-Wiz, Chuck D, Eric “Viet- 
nam” Sadler, Keith and Hank Shocklee) 
was the primary production team for Pub- 
lic Enemy during the group's most produc- 
tive period, crafting the sound for classic 
albums such as Yo! Bumrush the Show, It 
Takes a Nation of Millions to Hold Us 
Back and Fear of a Black Planet. 

Their sound was arguably the first in 
rap music to take seemingly arrhythmic 
or abrasive sounds and combine them 
with upbeat, funky elements. Last Sun- 
day in Dublin, Ireland, while opening for 


The Bomb Squad drops bass 


Public Enemy, they took those two 
tenets of their sound (abrasion, funk) 
and filtered them through the futuristic 
lens of dubstep. 

Though they seemed somehow con- 
fused by the terminology (Keith referred 
to the music being played as “dub bass,” 
“wobble wobble” and “terrorist frequency 
music”) and the audience's knowledge 
base (he occasionally mentioned how 
people in the crowd “haven't heard this 
before," even though dubstep is actually 
mostly made by Western European pro- 
ducers and enjoyed by a mostly Northern 
English/Irish fanbase), they understood 
the purpose of the genre and its connec- 
tion to their own legacy. 

Pummeling the crowd with track after 
track of relentless bass synth and off- 
kilter drum programming, the fact that 
they were playing an hour long set of 
weird instrumental electronic music 
dawned on me. | only started to recon- 
cile what was going on midway through 
the set, when they played a dubstep 
remix of “Slow And Low” by Beastie 


Boys. There is a logical connectio; 
between the drum.machine minimalism 
of early “80s proto-rap production an 
today’s regimented, bass-heavy dubste; 
school of beatmakers. It makes ser 
that the same people who looped 
high-pitched kettle blow of a saxophon 
from the JBs’ “The Grunt” into a hip-hop 
classic in ‘88 ("Rebel Without A Paus 
would also be interested in the high-low 
interplay of dubstep in their later years 

When | talked to Hank, he mentioned 
that he wasn't interested in playing the 
Stars of the scene when he DJed, pur- 
posefully eschewing Skream, Rusko and 
Benga. To me, it seemed like he wanted 
to keep a uniformity in the music he was 
playing, to really relay the sense that 
dubstep is a movement. The speaker 
rattled in Tripod that night at several 
different times, but during this set by 
the Shocklee brothers, one couldn't help 
but feel like they were using the speai 
ers in a way that is homologous to 4 
tank shooting its cannon: heavy artillery 
from old generals. w 
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DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chvis Wynters 

JUBILEE Tom Jones: 
tickets avoilable at TicketMaster 


LEGENDS PUB Tunsciry open jam 
hosted by Gary Thomas 

O'BYRME'S Tuesday night Celtic jam 
with Shannon Johnson 


STARLITE ROOM Mindless Self 
Indulgence, Massacre, 
Fake Shark Real Zombie: all ages 
event: 7pm (door); $23.50 at 
Unionavents.com, Ticketmaster.ca, 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd, Listen 
‘SIDELINERS PUB Tho Tuesday All 
Star Jam: Hosted by Alicia Tait and 
Rickey Sidecar; Spry $18 (Bluegrass 
Circle mamber\/$20 (non: 
member/tree (child 12 and under} at 
TIX on the Square 


TAPHOUSE Molson Open Stage Ja: 


With Simon Bennett; Spm-midnight 


DJS 


TUE JUNE 3 DS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Tuesday 
‘on the Wooftop: with DJ Cadence 


Weapon 


BUDDY'S Free poo! and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser, Spm 


ESMERALDA'S Retro every Tus: no 
cover with student ID 


Style Wednesdays: Open mic, hip- 
hop; Spm; $5 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Bluegrass jam pre- 
sented by the Northam Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 


ied ll Brit Mol Ri 
Rat gt ooo 


BUDDY'S Hump day with 0, Secu 
Sean 


WILD WEST Brent Lee 
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house bests with OJ Kevin Wong i e - (MBO DIAMOND'S Punk anc © 
' a Z metal every Wednesday 
‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 PREVUE / TUE. JUN 3 (7 PIM) / MINDLESS SELF INDULGENCE / RED STAR Guest Dis every 
fequest with a max of retro and disco: 
7pm-12 midnight STARLITE ROOM, $23.50 STRMITE ReUEE ws Sve 
SS LSS There are three genres that should never ever be mixed Wednesdays: Hip-Hop: Sp 
together but they are not punk, industrial and hip-hop. sTours Wednest2\« 
House, progressive and electro 
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cesta biota bs 9 URBAN LOUNGE Hostile Hero Peer Git Sach Wetnesiy es 
eccesdovs hosted by Rock'n'Roll | Spectrum Spm (door $5 door: Weocks. Roots musi 
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Mike McDonald and his band 
The Singing Emcee yf ‘ 


Hot Cottage 
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35 - Weekend Pass $55 


Southside Sound & Myhre’s Music 
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~ Proceeds to support the Breakfast Program at St. Francis of Assisi School 
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involved, something about 
soun epic and “lions” being the 
next hip but the intoxicated ram- 
blings of a buddy serves just as well. 

“tt was kind of a joke for a while,” 
explains lead singer and guitarist Jef- 
rey K. “And then we started jamming 
and then we played a show and so we 
were, like, let’s call ourselves Acres of 
Lions, like Jory [MacKay of tour mates 
Theset] says, and it kind of just stuck.” 

But the name even suits the quar- 
tet's sound, with its catchy hooks and 
lyrics that will pull all the willing into 
the fray. It's music that, according to 
the band’s MySpace page, sounds like 
“a pifiata full of clowns, fun and 
laughter,” and was perfect to land 
them a Band-of-the-Month spot on 
Victoria's The Zone last February. 

“We're pretty straight up dudes. We 
work hard at being in the band and 
writing music and [ think [Zone disc 
jockey Jeremy Baker] saw that and he 
was just, like, ‘Yeah, we'll make you 
zone band of the month, and it got a 


KW, 
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7AT 10:00 AM& 


LWA 


sada ‘SUN 


WITH THESET 
AVENUE SKATE PARK 


killer response from all of the listeners 
and they decided to keep it in rotation. 

“We were really stoked on it,” K 
adds. “It was a push, to have some- 
one back us to get our name out there 
kind of thing.” 


THE BAND—rounded out by bassist 
Dan Ball, guitarist Tyson Yerex and 
drummer Lewis Carter—has also 
enjoyed airplay and chart-placing on 
CJSR. Not bad for four dudes with one 
EP (an album, Working, is awaiting 
post-production and should be out in 
the next couple of months) and less 


DceLiIVENATION.cam 
ticket master (780) 451-6000 


than two years under their belts as a 
band—and less than a year since the 
group took on Yerex as a fourth player. 

“We were writing simple songs 
with just, like, chords and not too 
many complex things, and basically 
there was just this point where we 
were jamming that we were thinking, 
you know, our band could use a lot 
more things to fill up space,” K 
explains. “You know, if we could do a 
lot more, why shouldn't we?” 

K, Ball and Carter knew Yerex from 
his previous punk band, Moneyshot 
When he asked if they wanted anoth- 
er guitar player, the trio mulled the 
offer for a while and agreed to have 
him in the lineup. 

"He was stoked on it,” K adds, “and 
he actually helped us out quite a b 
and now he’s a permanent member." v 
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_Calgary’s the Summerlad brings its City of Noise to ours 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@voeweekly.com 
t was a substantial affair—15 
Yosees on stage, but not 
some big jam or anything like 
that,” Arran Fisher laughs. “People 
assume that’s what City of Noise is, so 
I'm taking care of that now!” 

Presumably, the musicians of the 
Summerlad must bust out jams 
somewhere in their cycle of creation, 
but you'd never tell from the results. 
On stage or over the course of their 
recording projects, their music is 
me@iked by precision and intent, with 
even pauses underlined by determi- 
nation. 

The veteran art rockers have been 
mainstays on the Calgary scene for 
eight years now, one of that city’s most 
stable configurations of music-mak- 
ers, A recent shakeup—they lost gui- 
tarist Sean Grier but gained electric 
ivory-tinkler Liz Collins last year, with 
some overlap—shifted the sonic 


ancing intricacy with straightforward 
guitar riffs and thundering rhythms, 
moody atmospherics with more rau- 


thumbprint slightly, but the band 
remains the veteran practitioners of 
angular and glossy compositions, bal- 


OPENING: 


JAN BAKER 
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@ Norwood Legion 11150 - 82 St. Edmonton 


Doors @ 7:30pm Show @ 8:00 pm 
$12.00 - Members $15.00 @ Door 


or in advance, 


Buy Ticketst in advance: 
Myhre's Music, Southside Sound 
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Workshop w/ Gord Matthews 


Rhythm Guitar Styles 


June 7, 2008 - 1:00 pm 
Rossdale Community Hall 


#® $5 members, $10 non-members 


Where Vrusic Comes to Play! 


| www.uptownfolkclub. 
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cous aural blasts (emphasis on the lat- 
ter when playing live), The Summerlad 
specializes in being cerebral but not 


ee 


THE SUMMERLAD 
WITH GUESTS 


| NEWEITY 


chilly, arty but not stuck-up and ro, 
without sloppiness, ; 
“When we write music, we deriv 
great pleasure from elaborate sty). 
tures,” Fisher shrugs. “It’s not at ; 
us trying to be like any more on hio} 
er ground than other musicians. ;-. 
just what gives us pleasure. we... 
nothing in terms of complexity Con 
pared to classical musicians—w ; 
really meat and potatoes Still, just 
scratching the surface of what can }y 
done with composition. We g 
want to have to bow to the whim f 
the punters, but we're not ow: 
alienate. We generally satisfy tha) 
rock music urge, especially at pa; 
shows. In the end, I hope we're poy, 


for more info & full band lineup, visit ww-APpelisband cm 
Lickefs available at teketmaster-com or 777-0000 


for 2005. 

“It was ‘a day in the life of a 
city’—we didn’t conceptualize much 
past that,” Fisher explains. “we 
wanted to put it up for the listener to 
make their own picture of it, draw 
their own associations. In a way, the 
theme was something for us to write 
around, to give us structure for a 
musical trajectory, so it wasn’t end- 
less noodling.” 


THE FULL-LENGTH PIECE, clocking in 


at around 40 minutes, was built from 
one of the earlier Summerlad-uni- 
verse pop songs, a taut, anthemic 
number that verged on apocalyptic 
funk. The band stroked and sculpted 
the piece, adding movements and 
variations that return to themes 
again and again, convincingly con- 
juring up a particularly intense 
Calgary day (probably a Friday—it 
has the manic trainwreck energy of 
morning crisis, but also restive 
moments and periods of elation) 


LYvE NATION 


NATION.com 


ticketmaster (780) 451-8000 


Abridged versions have since been 
performed, and the Summerlad— 
notoriously fastidious studio crea- 
tures—finally finished committing City 
of Noise to album form (vinyl and CD, 
with both’formats including the origi- 
nal four-minute song and the whole 
composition) late last year, releasing it 
late this past winter. The band’s atten 
tion has turned to touring it over the 
next few weeks across several 
provinces, although Fisher confesses 
that there is another agenda 


“We may not play the actual piece 
in full,” he offers. “We've done it 
twice in Edmonton, once fairly 
Tecently. We haven't really decided 
what to do with the set, but we've 
started a new record, we're 80 per 
cent recorded now. We write ifthe 
studio, so we kind of have to learn to 
arrange and play this album live, 
that’s what really this tour’s for. So 
we're going on the road with two 
sets: City of Noise and ‘normal’ rock 
songs, Our new songs. 
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ere’s a long tradition in jazz 
music of different players get- 
ting together and putting their 
stamp on some old tunes—the 
rt that have become standards in 
clubs everywhere. And while the 
jjaborations between big names like 
xophonists Miles Davis and John 
soitrane might be the ones that neo- 
yte jazz fans are likely to seek out 
ally, they soon learn that the other 
players—even Ones as underappreciat- 
4 as the drummer—are just as impor- 
nt tothe overall sound of a song. 
Those points might not appear to 
ave a whole lot to do with a Canadi- 
punk band, but Gord Lewis, gui- 
arist for Teenage Head since the 
hand's inception in the early ‘70s, is 
ery much aware of the role that 
eryone plays in making music, from 
the drummer over to the producer. 
“The drummer is the engine, and the 


They're two pretty important 
iguys, but you do take them for 
granted,” Lewis laughs over 
ithe phone from his Hamilton 
ome, adding that he’s always 
been the guy scouring the 
album art and credits for some 
glimpse into the magic behind 
he creation of his favourite albums. 
“You can learn a lot from reading the 
credits. Even as a kid I studied—1 wanted 
to know about the publishing, 1 wanted 
to know the writers, | wanted to know 
who produced, 1 wanted to know where 
the recording studio was, I wanted to 
know the engineer, I wanted to know 
the executive producer—I wanted to 
know all this stuff” 

A couple of things that Lewis learned 
from reading the credits while listening 
to the albums was just what drummer 
Marky Ramone and producer Daniel 
Rey brought to the table for one of 
Lewis's favourite bands, the Ramones. 
Having followed the group as a fan 


CAROLYN WIKODYM / caralyn@vueweekly.com 
here's a paradox in reaching a 
goal that you've strived for, one 
thal filled your time and thoughts. 

mes in two words: Now what? 

for local singer-songwriter Chloe 

Albert, that little question came when 

he recently and finally released her 
debut CD, Dedicated State. in between 

'ull-time school and then work, Albert 

Spent two years of her spare time tak- 

‘Ng each step to a shiny plastic disc. 

__ “Since it came out and after this 

“2 release, I've been sort of in panic 

mode—fike, what do | do now? What 

“0 | do? I'm not busy anymore,” she 

“ys. “But 1 realize you gotta let 

‘ings have their own legs a little bit 

‘nd do what you can and just see 

what happens. 

Really, there’s always a lot to be 
©—always writing and all that stuff 
the side,” she adds. “There’s always 
ongoing process.” 


HS | SUM, JUN T (8 PM) 
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throughout its career, as well as open- 
ing up for it with Teenage Head a num- 
ber of times, Lewis jumped at an 
opportunity to play with Ramone, turn- 
ing a couple of gigs into a new Teenage 
Head album featuring Ramone behind 
the kit and Rey at the controls for a set 
of some of the band’s very 
own standards. Ramone only 
had a few days set aside for 
recording, so Lewis and the 
rest of Teenage Head had little 
time to plan the album. 

“It became interpretations of 
songs we had already done 
because we had to give it to him really 
quick,” Lewis says about the choice to 
revisit the older songs rather than writ- 
ing new ones. “I talked to Steve [Mar- 
shall, bassist] and he said let's do our 
fastest and loudest ... It was really quick 
[picking] the songs that we decided to 
do. Five, 10 minutes or so, ‘OK, let’s do 
this, let's do that,’ and that’s what we 
did. 


ONE THING THAT OFTEN mars many 


greatest hits records is the fact that 
songs drawn from several albums have 
a tendency to fit awkwardly together. 
Teenage Head was ahead of the curve 
from the get go, laying down reinter- 


FAL MAY 30 (7 PM) 


LL 
= | CHLOE ALBERT 
coe | WITH DREW CARLSON & PETER LA RIVIERE, 
| DESPITETHE BLINDNESS 

AOUGE LOUNGE, $10 


INDEED, WITH Dedicated State in her 
hands since last month, Albert can 
spend her new spare time gigging and 
getting it out there. So far, people are 
listening, taking in her velvety vocals 
and liking what they hear. 

Albert attracted the attention of 
David Ward, host of CKUA’s Afternoon 
Edition, while performing at Calgary's 
JunoFest in April, and the encounter 
landed her on the independent sta- 
tion's chart—entering in at number 
three, Not a bad debut. 

"That was really awesome and that 
was a great gig to play right after my 
CD came out because that’s sort of 
what got me linked up with CKUA 


2enage Head plays the standards 
new album with Marky Ramone 


pretations of the songs without trying 
to recreate the original experiences, but 
Lewis also paid attention to the order 
of the songs, approaching the project 
as an entirely new entity rather than a 
mish mash of older material. 

“At first what | thought about doing 
was a chronological [approach]," he 
says, “I thought about doing it from the 
first album. right to the very end, and 
that’s the way I was listening to it 
mostly, but then for some reason I just 
thought let's use a musical approach to 
it and I started thinking, ‘What key is 
each song in?’ | just started tearing it 
apart a lot more, and I thought about 
intros to songs, and I thought, ‘Is there 
a key change?’ or ‘What chord does 
this song end on?’ and J had fun with it. 

"I really did take it in the context of 
an LP,” he continues. “I really feel fortu- 
nate coming from that time [when you 
had to turn an album over] because 
there was a stratégy to song order, so 
you did have to make an album to have 
a completion to it. It was like one solid 
piece of music, and | think that’s lack 
ing a bit today, I think that’s taken for 
granted a bit because it’s all a bang, 
bang, bang way of approaching things. 
I will miss it when the day comes that 
that’s totally abandoned and I get the 
feeling that we are getting to that time. 
I don’t know if we'll be able to go back, 
but we're definitely in the here-today- 
gone-tomorrow world, very disposable 
world, so continuity doesn’t mean a 
whole lot.” vw 


Chloe Albert is in a Dedicated State 


radio,” she explains. “I got to play with 
some really great artists that | admire. 
The city was buzzing, so it was just an 
exciting place to be. 

“At festivals there's usually all differ- 
ent kinds of music, so people who 
wouldn't necessarily like what they 
heard on the radio or they didn’t think 
that they were into your genre would be 
there,” she adds, “And the live show is 
always a lot different than what a 
recording offers. So sometimes you can 
reel in a few extra people that way.” 

While Albert's upcoming show 
(May 30) is a fundraiser for the 
Abbotsfield Youth Project, it also pro- 
vides an opportunity to bait and hook 
more fans, Not that it should be that 
difficult. Albert is a nice addition to the 
city’s long history of producing talent- 
ed singer-songwriters, from Terry 
Morrison to James Murdoch, and it’s 
doubtful that she'll be asking “Now 
what?” for too long. v 
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The band had barely written any new 
songs, but they were all getting sick of 
the songs on their last album, 2005's 
Brand New War—a situation they are 
hoping to remedy in the near future by 
releasing another full-length. 

“It'll be everything the last one was- 
n't,” explains Johns. “| don’t think 
there's anything wrong with [Brand 
New War), | just think we're that much 
better as a band now—we were just 
kids screaming uninformed political 
babble. | don’t think my balls had even 
dropped at that point.” 

“We're not gonna rush to put out a 
CD just to put out a CD," adds guitar 
player Cody Obrigewitch. “We're gonna 
make it so everybody in the band is 
happy about every aspect of it.” 

But what of their destructive reputa- 
tions? How will this weekend's show at 
the Back Draught Pub turn out? Well, it 
depends on the fans really. ; 

: “We played the Rendezvous once 

and Dead Jesus had played the night 
before, and the owner told us, ‘We had 
200 metal heads in here going crazy last 
night, and 50 of you punk rock dirtbags 
come in here and it'll take us two days 
to clean it up!’” taughs Obrigewitch. 

_ “The toilet was busted, there was shit 

_ everywhere, it was just a gong show.” 

i Jotins says he won't let it come to 
.  that—this time. 
: Prat Ss my neighbourhood pub, I've 
res there since | was 16 years 
When they found out, after | tuned 
ey ‘they were pissed but | had a fake ID, 
so they were totally covered,” he says. 
“But yeah, it’s my neighbourhood pub, 
so |'m not gonna let it get fuckered.” w 
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GEN HANDLEY / gen@vueweekly.com 

When asked what inspired the content 
on their new CD, Premeditated Acci- 
dents, the three band members of 
Axiomatik have no problem answering 
the question. 

“Relationships,” says drummer and 
occasional singer Kris Flajs, who says 
he’s had his fair share of painful 
breakups. “It’s about some broken, bad 
telationships from the past.” 

“We're a bitter, bitter bunch of quys,” 
Says a grinning Shawn Lamble, who's 
the lead singer, guitarist and primary 
writer of the album’s lyrics. * 

“It's a Hank Williams record,” Flajs 
adds with a smile. 

Using an arsenal of sounds that 


include a children’s choir, orchestra bells 


and a peda! steel guitar played by Lam- 
ble’s father, Premeditated Accidents is 


ou 


over 40 minutes of every rock sound 
you've heard in the last four decades. 
While there are moody, angst-riddled 
songs like “The Alibi” scattered through- 
Out the album, there are also some 
upbeat tracks like “Rob Me Blind,” 
which still has all of the relationship 
frustration of the slower ones. But along 
with the torment, there are songs like 

*Shadowdream” and the catchier-than- 
hell tune “One in a Million’—a surpris- 
ingly great mix of country and punk 
sounds, 

Lamble doesn’t make any apologies 
about the band's indefinable sound. 

“If you can’t follow us, then you can’t 
follow us,” he says. “But if you can, then 
hop on board. Our music is what it is. 
There's no sugar coating or anything.” 

In a way, Axiomatik’s sound is a good 
metaphor for what the Edmonton music 
scene is like: it’s honest and all over the 
musical map. 

“There's an emotional depth and sin- 
cerity in our lyrics, especially on this 
record,” says bass player and band 


philosopher Greg Kolodychuk. “With the 
whole relationship theme, our songs 
have many undercurrents of an 
irrefutable truth that our band name sug- 
gests.” 

Even though Premeditated Accidente’ 
can feel scattered at times, the complex- 
ities actually make the CD a more acces- 
sible experience by keeping you 
guessing and wondering what else is 
around the corer. Lamble’s solid, wail- 
ing voice is as convincing as the words 
he sings throughout the album's 11 
tracks. On two of the songs, Flajs offers 
very different, but just-as-persuasive 
vocals, giving the CD an even more 
unpredictable feal 

While Kolodychuk joined Lamble and 
Flajs only a month ago, Axiomatik has 
been together since 2004. Since that 
time, Lamble says his definition of suc- 
cess has changed and evolved into one 
simple philosophy. 

“To me, we're successful if we make 
that next CD,” he says. “It’s not that 
complicated.” w 
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CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
C ertain career choices elicit 
skepticism. You can test that 
theory yourself. Try telling 
your folks you want to be an artist, a 
writer or a musician. 

Those same types of careers, how- 
ever, have commonly recognized mile- 
stones: showing at a major gallery, 
seeing your name in print, or getting 
on the cover of Rolling Stone. These 
milestones provide tangible evidence 
not only of your talents, but also of 
your broader acceptance—and brag- 
ging rights for those who know you. 

Vancouver singer-songwriter Dan 
Mangan had already released a 
record and an EP; he had played gigs 
as far as Australia. It wasn’t until he 
showed up on the rink at GM Place 
last January, though, to open a 
Canucks game with the Canadian 
anthem that aunts and uncles, old 
high school friends, could take his 
pursuits seriously. That kind accept- 
ance was only a by-product, however. 

“It was a total rush. | mean | kind of 
felt electric after," Mangan says while 
finding a parking spot in Duncan, BC. 
“its one of those things that you don’t 
really expect to do along the way, and 
then someone calls and says, ‘Hey, do 
you want to do this?’ And you say, 
Fuck, yeah!’” 

if you're not a hockey fan and 
missed the performance, you may be 
happy to know that Mangan repre- 
sented the country well, not only with 

voice as rich as maple syrup, but 
‘lso in his fashion sense. 

! wore my most Canadian thing 
possible,” he says, “which would be 


flannel, plaid lumberjack shirt that 
have.” 


F YOU'RE FAMILIAR with Mangan, the 
lumberjack shirt surely won't surprise 
you. It goes well with the scruff on his 

and the gruff in his voice, and his 
Songs are as comforting as its flannel. 
Even while winning comparisons to 
ody Guthrie and fellow Canuck 
‘roubadour Hayden, however, Man- 
gan has found it difficult to register in 


ry d ae: ae 
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the Canadian consciousness. Like 
other musicians before him, he's 
found that garnering fans and gigs 
around the globe has been substan- 
tially easier. 

“When you're booking a tour some- 
where, all you really have to say is 
that you're from Canada and people 
open their doors,” he admits. “It's 
amazing. Everywhere you go, there's 


=| DAN MA GAN 
WITH THE WHEATPOOL, JOM LOVEL 
SUGARBOW FREE 


this appreciation for Canadian music.” 

Touring Australia and listening to 
the country’s national radio station, 
Triple J, for instance he'd hear music 
from Tokyo Police Club, Broken Social 
Scene and Tegan and Sara, Canadian 
bands getting the kind of airplay they 
don’t always enjoy at home, 

While he wants to make it clear 
that he’s not bashing Canada, he does 
try to explain why Canadians tend to 
accept (and reclaim) their artists after 
they get larger acceptance 

“Vancouver's a very small scene 
and it’s even hard, at times, to get 
publicity in Vancouver until you've 
gone to Toronto, say,” he says. “And 
then once you've gotten some great 
press in Toronto, then you get press in 
Vancouver. And that happens on a 
small-scale level, between Vancouver 
and Montréal or Toronto, and then it 
also happens on a country scale, so 
I think it’s kind of the Canadian way.” 

Maybe Canadians are like the skep 
tical parents of an emerging artist. We 
might believe that our child is talent 
ed, but that belief is mixed witha 
touch of worry about how that child is 
going to make it in the world. And 


when they do, we can let out a sigh of 


relief and finally tell our friends what 
our baby has been up to. v 
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CHRISTINA MARTIN 
Two 
COME UNDONE 


EDEN MUNRO / aden@vueweekly.com 

They always say that you should open 
up strong and go out stronger—well, 
somebody probably said that—and 
that’s the approach that Christina 
Martin takes on Two Hearts, the follow 
up to her 2002 debut, Pretty Things. 

The title track sets the album in 
motion, opening with a slow, shuffling 
acoustic guitar accompanied by the 
quiet tap of a cymbal. Martin immedi- 
ately sets the tone singing, “Where do 
we go from here / | just don’t know, 
my dear / How do we get to this? / It 
ain't the tears I miss.” 

Broken hearts are at the centre of 
so much music that it can be difficult 
to come up with a new way of 
addressing the topics of love and love 
gone wrong, but Martin stakes her 
ground on “Two Hearts.” A steady 
kick drum soon joins in, acting as a 
bridge into the next verse, with a 
mournful viola crying out long, sus- 
tained notes in the background. 

The song's chorus finds Martin turn- 
ing around and finding hope in the 
prospect of trying again: “This kiss is 
long and hard / I do not know what 
I'm doing / I still believe in two hearts 
/ Beating for something,” and later, a 
relaxed banjo plucks along, giving the 
tune an extra lift as it heads to a close 

The second track, “Temporary 
Hell,” is similarly nuanced, with a 
slightly grinning acoustic guitar 
strumming steadily over piano, and 
then the warbling arpeggios of an 
electric guitar. 

Unfortunately, it’s with the third 
song that the album begins to derail. 
The thumping and rolling drums of 
“You Come Home” are fine, but the 
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song never really takes off after it 
begins—unless you consider the 
drama of the inflated chorus of voices 
that closes the tune out to be a wel- 
come thing, rather than misplaced. 

“Bike Song” is similar in that it 
seemingly stands still, failing to take 
the listener on any sort of journey, 
and that’s too often the case as Two 
Hearts draws on towards its end. 
Songs pass by in a pleasant enough 
way—everything is played well, and 
the emphasis always comes in just 
the right spot—but it also comes 
across as a little too polished when a 
rougher edge might have revealed a 
more fragile Martin within the music. 
As it is, she is hidden behind the 
shield of the production when it 
would be preferable to hear her out 
front with less protection. 

But then Martin nears the end of the 
album. “Hard Day in June’ is first, and 
it’s the kind of country that is both heart- 
felt and modern—something that the 
majority of new country music rarely 
ever manages to pull off. Here, Martin is 
at her best, accompanied only by herself 
on the acoustic guitar and Dale Murray 
on dobro and harmony vocal as she 
sings sadly, “It’s a hard day in June / 
Why do I have to be the one to tell the 
truth / We can't keep going at this 
pace.” It’s a brief, but perfect, reprieve 
from the album’s plodding middle. 

Likewise, the closing “China Box” 
sees Martin and her band returning to 
the sonic approach of the title track, 
using the instruments to wring every 
last drop of emotion from the song. 
There are creative flourishes through- 
out—a trumpet and some rattling per- 
cussion—but most of all, Martin’s 
writing is strong here, closing the 
album on a high note and leaving one 
intrigued enough to wonder where 
she will go from here. 
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DUB PISTOLS 
SPEAKERS AND 
DEFEND MUSIC 
KRISTINA DE GUZMAN / kristina@vueweokly com 
London's Dub Pistols is not a group ; 
easily defined, as its music continuc 

be a stew of genres. The band’s th 
effort begins with the ethereal ‘ "Speed 
Light,” which sounds like it could be pay; 
of Linkin Park's future repertoire. \; 
subsequently followed by the funky, jiy- 
ing remix of the Stranglers’ “Peache 
featuring British hip-hop veteran Rodney 
P and Terry Hall, lead singer of the 
newly re-formed Specials. The way Hal! 
later sings Blondie’s "Rapture 
intensely hypnotizing, making it one « 
the standout tracks alongside “Running 
from the Thoughts’—a trumpet tune 
that may still cheer you up even if it is a 
lament over continuously returning t 
square one. > 


SIERRA HULL 
SECRETS 
ROUNDER 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vuewsek!).cov 
It’s easy to fixate on the age 9| 
astoundingly talented young musician 
although treating them as prodigic 
usually diminishes their work whi 
praising it—adoration is heaped in the 
context of displays of craft and creative 
wisdom that outstrip their number o/ 
birthdays. At 16, bluegrass angel Sierra 
Hull is incredibly precocious, not oily 
in terms of technical proficiency (01 
mandolin and guitar) but also conti- 
dence, grace and originality. It’s not for 
nothing that she's seen as the ne) 
generation Alison Krauss—an admire! 
who's shared stages and players wit! 
Hull—although the younger artist ha 
honeyed voice that will likely matu! 
into an earthier instrument th 
Krauss’s perpetual ingénue vocal 
What makes her age resonate, though 
is Hull's uncanny grasp of thorous! 
adult entanglements on Secrets. Hop< 
fully she’s got an empathetic imagine 
tion rather than a cupboard full « 
heartache at such a tender age 
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DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

Maybe it’s just because it’s British voice 
backed by an orchestra, but there's al 
a James Bond-theme quality to muc' 
the Last Shadow Puppets’ The Age 0/ 
Understatement. Though, to be fair, at i" 
it also sounds like the soundtrack {0 
spaghetti western, and in other momen 
it’s unabashedly romantic (as could 0 
expected from the band’s sentiment 
name)—basically, Final Fantasy’s OW* 


Pallet conducts the London Metropolita" 


Orchestra for “Sounds of the Cine 
night. Arctic Monkey Alex Turner a" 


friend Miles Kane sounds surprising!) 


mature fronting an orchestra, with a bom 
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OAVIO BERRY / david@vuewaokly.com 


catchy, little-bit dancey indie rock has no 
reason being as boring or insipid as 
Mates of State. It's not that it’s necessari- 
ly bad—it's kind of catchy, and a little bit 
dancey, after all—but man is it ever 
vapid. More often than not content to 
hide behind Kori Gardner's sweet vocals, 
Re-Arrange US, the group's second record 
for Barsuk, is too cute by half, most 
songs doing nothing more than finding a 
pretty-enough melody and riding it into 
an abyss of sickly sweet pop. Gardner 
and husband/bandmate Jason Hammel 
have evidently never found a hook they 
wouldn't exploit, usually for no purpose 
greater than its own promulgation. 
Pleasant enough if you don’t mind your 
music entirely vacuous, it’s second-rate 


when it skirts that fringe, as 
sand Ever Deadly.” | swear, it would make a 
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My wife and | are so 2002: we still 
enjoy the Karaoke Revolution series of 
games. Basically, each game comes 
with a finite amount of songs. Yes, as 
an incentive, some of the tunes are 
locked. until a player accumulates 
enough points or experience to earn 
them, but, really, there aren't that 
Many secret songs in all. 

If you wanted a whole slew of new 
songs, you had to buy another volume 
in the series. 

But the Aock Band franchise (and, 
to a smaller extent, the Guitar Hero 
game) has made another dramatic 
change to not only how gamers can 
enjoy the songs they are trying to 
master on their plastic-replica 
instruments, but how music is actu- 
ally marketed to the masses. 
Gamers have the chance to down- 
load new songs pretty well every 
week; the songs can be imported 
into the game, giving users a steady 


Shouldn’t've)?,” which was made 
available via download a couple of 
months back. 

This last month, however, heavy- 
metal veterans Métley Crile took the 
“Rock Band” marketing to another 
level. The band made its “Saints of 
Los Angeles” single available 
through Aock Band as a playable 
download, before it was given any 
kind of conventional release. That's 
right, you could try to sing like Vince 
Neil on your PlayStation before a 
casual fan could buy the track 
through iTunes or get it at the local 
record shop. 

As well, the Recording Industry 
Association of America reported that 
classic rock and metal albums like 
Judas Priest's Screaming for 
Vengeance, will be made available 
through the Xbox Live Marketplace 
and the PlayStation Store. 

So, once you've mastered “You've 
Got Another Thing Comin’ on the 
hardest level Rock Band can offer, 
you can go find the album and down- 
load it ASAP. 

Yes, the labels have realized that 
Rock Band can be a record store. But 


Atusicfand Ants(elebration sy, 


commercial radio fodder at best. stream of new material to enjoy— = what's more evil? Paying for songs 
and record labels a chance to gener- _— that you want to add to your game's 
ate more revenue. After all, the library, or having to go out and buy 
THE REAL DEAL! downloads aren't free. another expensive edition of the game 
HUNGOVER, BUT DEAD SOBER But the system gives gamers a __ for a few more new songs? | prefer 


(Ml 2112 chance to download songs that the Rock Bandexample. w 

might be too obscure to include in 

a regular video-game release, like | Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
the Buzzcocks’ punk classic “Ever chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
Fallen In Love (With Someone You — and author living in Toronto 


Giovanni Caboto Park - 95st & 108 
KRISTINA DE GUZMAN / kristina@vueweekly.com www. hotemf.com 
Hungover, but Dead Sober may have 
been made while the guys from the 
Real Deal! were hungover, but if it was 
in fact made while they were dead 
sober, then that’s unfortunate. “Bombs 
Away!" and “No Stupid Chances,” which 
stray from the general sonic themes 
throughout, are the better tracks that 
this record has to offer. However, there 
are six consecutive tracks that could 
easily be one song. In “What Hap- 


pened?!? Fuck!?!" the band admits that = JASON BLAINE 
“Sometimes we'll have something to = QUICK SPINS MAKE MY MOVE 
say / But when we don’t there's no sx | WHITEY ano 1B PLAYER NEW MILLENNIUM 
shame.” The problem is when they pon- =X | quickspins@vueweekly.com Well crafted country 


der how feelings of loneliness led to the 
Dawson College shooting in “The Beat- 
ing" and later mock superficiality in 
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The music of Young & Sexy is neither of The ‘70s-ruled Syrupy ‘n’ sweet ' 
‘hese things. The Arc, the band’s fourth Back when herpes was cool and Side effects include gagging, 
record, is full of low-key, relaxing sounds Pubes were glorious! Diabetic shock 
that probably won't be found in a club ; 
{ull of nubile twentysomethings anytime DONNA SUMMER LOCAL H ay MONTES 
soon. For those of us who are old and CRA tig E 
boring, though, there's a certain some- BURGUNDY H) 
‘hing that’s appealing about The Arc. Her producers and Used to like these guys 
Maybe it’s the subtle use of slide guitar. Her plastic surgery team Then they disappeared into » a Pr « ; 
Maybe it's the half-muttered vocals and Deserve some awards! Sandwich artistry af I 4 ” ° y R | 
occasional use of refined harmonies. PES y ' a 
Hell, it might even be the songwriting, HATE ETERNAL Lhe 


which ng Reet oa FLAMES ROCKS aay 
atthe FOS roe WEL LAE “74 EAGLE a ° OPE RAMELER EICHERT 
»exy overcomes its own pretentious ten- Hell bent on ripping Like a drunk uncle y oP ey 


dencies often enough to make The Arc Everyone a new anus ... He’s too entertaining to es 2 Ea TRE MRRP DRINKER PY 


worth listening to. Which might be handy Put out to pasture 
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AISH NETWORK General Hospital Auditorium, 11111 
Jasper Ave * Benefits, Opportunities and Advocacy 
Available to AISH Recipients, imormation seminar featur- 
ing speakers from Boyle Street Co-op, CMHA. Bissell 
Centre and more * May 30, June 13 (1-4pm) * $10, (for 
both sessions) at TIX on the Square 


SOCIETY OF ARTISTS—EILEEN RAUCHER- 
SUTTON Stanley A Milner Library Theatre (downstairs) 7 
Sir Winston Churchill Sq (780-495-7070) * Thu, May 29 
{7pm) * Free public lecture 


ARTS OUTREACH BIG BANDS MacEwan's Centre for 
the Arts (497-4303) * For musicians of all levels to play 0 
variety of music * Tue or Wad {7:30-9:30pm) 


AWA 12-STEP SUPPORT GROUP Braeside Presbyterian 
Church basement, N. door, 6 Bernard Dr, Bishop St, Sir 
Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert * For adult children of 
alcoholic and dysfunctional families * Meet every Mon 
including holidays (7:30pm) 


CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 11205-101 
St (479-1999) # Basketball; Mon (5-7pm) © Healing Circle; 
Mon (6-8pm) * Boxing; Mon/Thu (?-Spm), Tue (5-7pm) « 
Volleyball; Tue (6-8pm) * Sewing Circle; Tue (6-Bpm) * 
Beadwork Class; Wed (6:8pm) * C.N.F-C. Pow-wow, Wed 
(6-9pm) * Hip-Hop Class; every Thu (5-7pm) © Cree Class: 
Thu (6-8pm) ¢ Elders and Residency; Fri (all day) * Safe 
Using and Harm Reduction; last Fri every month (11am- 
12pm) © Tobacco Reduction; every Fri (1-2pm) * Drop-in 
Night#"15-8pm) 


ECO SOLAR HOME TOUR Trimline Renewable Energy 
Training Centre, 6772-99 St; Riverdale NetZero Energy 
Home, 9926-87 St; Various other locations, 
www.ecosolar.ca * A wide variety af energy and water 
fesource-saving technologies in new construction and 
retrofit applications * Sat, June 7 (124pm) * Free, email: 
hometourinfo@ecosolar.ca 


DYNAMICS OF HIV/AIDS HIV Edmonton, 300, 11456 
Jasper Ave, www.hivedmonton.com (488-5742) * Learn 
about HIV/AIDS, harm reduction, Hepatitis C, viral replica: 
tion cycle, treatment side effects, local/qlobal issues, 
determinants of health and human rights * June 12-13 « 
Free, pre-register by June 2 


FREE YOGA Lululemon Athletica Kingsway security 
‘entrance 2 (471-1200) * All levels welcome, new styles 
each week, mats provided * Every Sun (B-7pm) 


HIGHLANDS STREET FESTIVAL 112 Avo, 64 to 65 St 
(477-2422) * Outdoor Streat Festival showcasing artists, 
crafters, designers, farmers, community groups, musicians 
and performers * Sat, May 31 (10am-5pm) 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Ploasantview 
Community Hall, 10860-57 Ave (469-9776/452-6224/962- 
6567) Informative, entertaining presentations, speakers, 
work: outings * 2nd and 4th Thu each month (8pm); 
Sept-May 


MEDITATION © Gaden Semton Ling Tibetan Buddhist 
Meditation Society, 11403-101 St, www.gadensamtan- 
ling.org (479-0014) by Kushok Lobsang Dhamchoo; begin- 
nor Tue (7pm), intermediate Wed (7pm); advanced Sun 
{11am-1pm) * World 

Organization, 208, 10132-105 St (425-1050) 
www-bkwsu.org; Aaja Yoga Meditation * Meditation 
and Buddhist practices 10502-70 Ave, www.kar- 
matashiling.ca (633-6157) with Tibetan tradition Lama Ant 
Kunsang. Beginners welcome, instruction available; free: 
Wed (7pm) 


OIL AND COMMUNITY PUBLIC SPEAKER SERIES 
ETLC 1-017, Maier Learning Centre, U of A. wwew.ualber- 
ta.ca/parkland * Oil and Community, Struggles Over 
Labour and Learning; every Thu until June 5 (7-8:30pm) * 
Parkland's Latest Research Oil, Gas Sector and Labour in 
Alberta David Thompson; May 29 {7-8:30pm) * Royalty 
Regime and Sustainability with Ricardo Acufta, Petr Cizek; 
June 5 (7-8:30pm) 


PLANET ORGANIC MARKET (780-433-6807) © Cooking 
Beans 103, tasty bean spreads with Jennifer Ly * Wed, 
June A1§:30-8pm) 


SACRED ISLAND SEMINARS Holiday (nn, 1010-104 St 
* Lecture by Wayne Marentette * Wed, June 4 (7pm) © 
$20 (adlv\/$25 (door) 


TOASTMASTERS CLUBS * Chamber Toastmasters 
Club: Chamber of Commerce, 600, 9990 Jasper Ave (459 
5206); Thu (6pm) * MecEvean Grant Mackwen College, 
im 5-238, 10700-104 Ave (833-3921); Fri (noon-ipm) © 
W’Orators Toastmasters Club: Londondemy Public Library 
Www.norators.com; Wed (7-8:45pm) * Power 

Grant MacEwan Centre for the Arts, fim 437, 10045-156 St 
(459-0642); Wed (7-9pm) * Purswens: Best Westen Cedar 
Park Inn, 5116 Gateway Boulevard (457-0808); Wed (7-Spm) 
* Chanticleer: Kingsway Am, Millard Health Building, 181 
Airport Rd (498-4608/474-1138) Thu (7-8:30am) « 

Bounce Norquest College, im 601, 10215-108 St (454- 
3720/488-4098), every Wed (7-8:45pm) 


TOURETTE SYNDROME Academy of King Edward, 8525- 
101 St, North door (1-866-824-9764) * Support meetings 
for TS adults and parents of TS kids * 1st Wed every 
month wethJune (7pm) 


WOMEN IN BLACK in front of the Old Strathcona 


Farmers’ Market © Silent vigil the Ist and 3rd Sat (10- 
Tam) every month, stand in silence for a world without 
violence 


WOMEN’S LUNCHEON McDougall United Church, 
10025-101 St (428-1818) * Women in Politics-Issues and 
Inspiration featuring speaker Laurie Blakeman * Sat, May 
31 (11:30am-1:30pm) * $8, pre-register 


oS 


Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid lineup, no cover before 
10pm * Sat Undie night for man free pool and tour- 
ine ight only, 


ses Manens bi tn 3054) « 
Kiphe garden walk wit Unde Hawt Une pardon 
ine garden wal garden 
11am); June 7 * Tree and shrub walk with Gordon Nielson: 
{tees/shrub borders 1pm); June 7 * Kurimoto Japanese 
Gardon Spring Festival (KJG 1~4pm): June 8 # Traditional 
Japanese Tea Ceremony (Ozawa Pavilion); June 8 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton, 10804-119 St * A group of older gay men and 
their admirers who have common social interests meet the 
2nd Sun (2:30pm) of most months for # social pariod, a 
short meeting and a guest speaker, discussion panel or a 
potluck supper. Special interest groups meet for other 
Social activities throughout the month. email edman- 
‘tonpt@yahoo.ca, we. primetimersww.org/edmonton 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION 
www.teamedmonton.ca * Women’s Drop-In Recreational 
Badminton; Oliver School Gym, 1027-118 St (465-3620); 
Wed (6-7-30pm) * Bootcamp; St. Alphonsus, 11624-81 St 
Mon {7-8pm); bootcamp@teamedmonton.ca * Bowling: 
Gateway Lanes, 100 3414 Gatoway Blvd; Sat (5-7pm); bowl- 
ing@teamedmonton.ca * Running: Sun, Tue, Thu; run- 

ning@teamedmonton.ca * Swimming: NAIT pool, 11762- 
106 St; Tue (B-9pm), Thu (7:30-8:30pm), 
Swimming@teamedmonton.ca * Volleyball: 101 
Amiskiwacy Academy, Municipal Airport Terminal just off 
Kingsway, Wed recreational (8-10pm); 
recvolleyball@teamedmonton.ca; Thu Intermediate; volley- 
ball@teamedmonton.ca * YOGA (Hatha): Free Lion's Breath 
Yoga; every Sun (2-3:30pm), yoga@teamedmonton.ca 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Boots, 10242-106 St (387- 
3343) * Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends andsupporters 
moet 2nd Thu each month 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organization 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, Wans-identified and queer 
(LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, academic, straight allies 
‘and support staff * 3rd Thu every month (fall/winter terms): 
Speakers Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St. www.edmiivingposi- 
tive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * Providing confidential 
peer support to people living with HIV * Tue (7-9pm): 
Support group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 
Fim 3-18 (490-7332) * Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, 
treatment and harm reduction in French, English and other 
African languages * 3rd and 4th Sat (Sam-5pm) every 
month * Free (member}/$10 (membership) * Pre-ragister 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 

Www. geocitias.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and 
‘compatitive swimming with coaching, beginners encouraged 
to participate. Socializing after practices * Every Tue, Thu 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ave * Support meeting for 
parents, families and friends of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgendered paopla * 1st Tue (7pm) every month « 
Information phone Ruby at 436-1998 after 6pm, or edmon- 
tonab@ptlagcanada.ca 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Avo, 

Www pridecentreofedmonton.org (488-3234) * Opan Tue-Fri 
Tpm-10pm, Sat 12-6:30pm * LGBT Seniors Drop-in: Social 
timo for seniors of all genders to get togother with tea and 
snacks; every Thu and Tue (1-4;30pm) * CA: Meet every Thu 
(7pm) * Womonspace: Board meeting 1st Sun every month 
{10:30am-12:30pm) * Youth Movie Night: Fri (6pm) * Suit 
Up and Show Up: AA big book study group; every Sat (12pm) 
* Youth Understanding Youth: Youth {up to 25 years) support 
and social group; every Sat (7-Spm) e-mail yuy@shaw.cs * 
Trans Education/Support Group: A placa to come and be 
yourself, Support and education for Transsexual, 
Transgendered, Intersaxed, Two-Spirited and questioning 
individuals at any point in transition; 1st and Srd Sun every 
month (2-4pm); wwwalbertatrans.org ® Men Talking with 
Pride: Men's social and discussion group facilitated by Rob 
Wells, robwolls780@hotmail.com; every Sun (7pm) * HIV 
Support Group; 2nd Mon avery month (7pm) * THO Alliance: 
Support Meeting, Transgender, Transsexual, Intersex and 
Questioning. Education, Advocacy and Support for Men, 
Women and Youth; 2nd Tue every month (7:30pm) * PFLAG: 
A support and resource group for parents and friends of GLBT 
individuals; 1st Tus every month (7pm) * Youth Theatre 
Project: Youth-led group addresses homophobia through the- 
‘tre and a video project every Wed (7pm), Email 
Emily@pridecentreofedmonton.org * YouthSpace: A safe 
and fun drop-in for LGBTQ youth (up to 25); Tue-Sat (3-7pm} 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 10209-123 St 
(482-1587) www.nwue.org * Soul OUTing: an LGBT-focused 
altemative worship * rd Sun every month (7pm); worship 
Sun (10:30am); people of all sexual orientations welcome. A 
LGBT monthly book club and a bi-monthly film night. Call for 
more info or email jravenscroft@rwue.org 


ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave (436-1555) 
* People of all saxual orientations are welcome * Every 
Sun (10am worship) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-8557) * Open Daily 


(noon) # Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick * Sat-Sun 
Pool Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


CREATIVE AGE FESTIVAL City Hall Launch, various 
downtown venues, www.creativeagefestival.ca * Engage 
and celebrate the arts in your senior years ® June 2-4 « 
Free, pre-register 


EVERY LIFE MATTERS, SIYAWELA Coast Terrace Plaza 


Hotel, 10155-105 St * South African Wine Tasting 
Celebration and Silent Auction; a fundraising benefit for 
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‘Club, 8620-107 St aig ee ie re Fee oa 
endary Danny Peck with Gaye Delorma, June 6; Souljah 
Fyah, Wadi StuSGut Gnectionm attest Hot 
Cottage, Mike McDonald (MC), June 7 * June 6-7 © 
$35/$55 (wkend pass) at Southside Sound; proceeds sup- 
port the Ineeifest program at St.Francis of Assis School, 
kids basketball program-N.E. Edmonton, aid to Ben Calf 
Robe School choir, literacy programs and more 


BLIND PIG 32 St Anne Street, St Albert (418-6332) * 


Wed/Fri: Karaoke with Shelly 

BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony Plain 
Rid (484-7751) * Wed (8pm-1Zam); Thu, Fri, Sat (9:30pm- 
1:30am): with Right Said Ed 

CASTLEDOWW'S PUB 16753-100 St * Tue (9pm-lam): 
with Off-Key Entertainment 

CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millbourne Rd * Tue 
{9pm) with Sonia/Prosound 

(COOK COUNTY Road to Big Valley Jamboree Karaoke con- 
test every Fri until the final on June 27; 8-10pm 


(CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Ad (472- 
7696) * Thu (10:30pm) * Wed: Name that Tune 


ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave * Sat (9pm-lam) 


GAS PUMP 1065-114 St (488-4841) * Tua/Wed (9pm- 
1:30am); Gord's Best Live Singing Show 


HAWKEYES TOO 1004-102 St (421-9898) » Fri, Sat (Bpm- 
midnigi}: Hot Karaoke Productions 

HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St (452-1168) © Fri: Karaoke 
with Krista, Liquid Entertainment 

INGLEWOOD PUB 12402-118 Ave (451-1390) * Thu, host- 
‘ad by Gordo; Fri/Sat: hosted by Jolly Greg Giant (9:30pm- 
2am) 

JASPER PLACE HOTEL 15326 Stony Plain Rd (489-1906) 
* Mon (Spm-tam): Karaoke 

KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461-0597) « 
Fri/Sat(10pm-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
LAMONT HOTEL © Last Fri every month (10pm-2am): with 
ProSound Productions 

UONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Blvd 
(431-5815) * Sun (8pm): With Evolution Entertainment 
MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (425-4940) © Fri (5pm-late) 
with Chris 

M0J0’S Bast Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan (998- 
7888) * Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound Productions 


MONA LISA'S PUB 9606-118 Ave (477-7752) © Thu, Fri, 
Sat: sound and songs with great hosts 


WEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) © Thu 
NEW WEST HOTEL 15025-111 Ave * Sun (3-7pm) 


WIKITA'S 10162-1004 St (414-0606) © Tue, Thu (7pm- 
12am). with Shelley 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (465-4834) * Thu 
(8pm): Terra with Mr. Entertainment 


ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) « Mon 
(9:30pm): with Wil Clark and Mr. Entertainment Wed 
(3:30pm) Name That Tune * Thu (9pm): Salsa Rocks with 
Cuban salsa DJ 


ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) * Wed, Thu, Sun 
{8:30pm-2am); with TLC Entertainment 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 6401-104 St (968- 
5457) © Sat (9pm): hosted by Jenny Joy 


ROCK PUB AND GRILL 570 St Albert Tr, St Albert (458- 
5871) * Karaoke Tue (9pm-lam); TLC Entertainment 


ROSARIOS 1715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Longest running 
Karaoke bar, 7 days a week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 10604-101 St 
(423-3499) ¢ Mon-Sat (9pm); Sun {7pm}: with Ruth « 
Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1600); daily (9:30pm) * Old 
Stratheona, 10475-80 Ave (439-7211); Thu-Sat (9:30pm- 
1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Ave; Thu-Sat (9pm-1am); with Off- 
Key Entertainment 

‘ST. MICHAEL HOTEL © 1st Fri each month (9pm-am) 
with ProSound Productions 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 1650 WEM © Karaoke Industry 
Night Sundays: Terra with Mr. Entertainment; Spm-2am * 
Rock Band Mondays: Terra with Mr. Entertainment, play for 
fun, all skill levels; 8pm start 


SULVER MARTINI 10658-155 St * Every 2nd Sat (9pm- 
Jam): with ProSound 


TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenney Ave, St. Albert (458-0860) « 
Wed (Spm-Tam): hosted by Beauty and the Beast 


THORSBY HOTEL + Sat (9:30pm-1:30am): with ProSound 
Productions 


TRANSIT HOTEL 12720 Fort Ad © Thu (7:30-11:30pm): 
with ProSound Productions 


WILLY'S PUB 990 Lakeland Village, Sherwood Pk ® Every 
2nd Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) 


X-WRECKS LOUNGE 9303-50 St * Wed (7:30-11:30pmi: 
with Sonia/Prosound 


YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Camegie Dr. St. Albert (459-0295) 
© Thu (230om-2am} with Off-Key Entertainment 


EVENTS 


It’s the gay debaters / 


| QUEERMONTON 
—— | TEDKEAR 
ted@vueweekly.com 


It may not have appeared that way to 
others, but my friend Angie and | were 
self-defined exiles in high school. It was 
how we felt and so how we interacted 
with the world. We joined the speech 
and debate club as a way to be heard 
and express ourselves. We competed in 
the duo acting category and we were 
surprisingly good at it considering we 
only practiced when we should have 
been in math class. 

The height of our success came at the 
fegional championships, where we blew 
the competition away, qualifying that day 
for another round where we would have 
to write a speech and present in front of 
all the judges, competitors and parents. 

| can’t remember what Angie spoke 
about, but | remember delivering a 
speech about lessons in hard work that 
my first boss, Stan, had taught me. It 
was met with rousing heart-felt 
applause. Even as the moderator was 
announcing that we would be taking a 
short break to tally up the scores people 
were beginning to gather around to con- 
gratulate me. It was ridiculous, but | felt 
on top of the world. 

One woman, a parent, watched me 
intently my whole speech. | remember 
her face because it was so fixated on 
mine. As she pushed through the crowd, 
! could see her mouth begin to form with 
a question. | begin to. feign humbleness 
in anticipated response. 

“Are you boy or are you girl?” she 
asked, a relieved smile filling her face 
like she had just gotten something off her 
chest or had the best poop of her life. 

“What?” | choked out, the assembled 
crowd ready for the punch line. 

“The whole time you were speaking | 
was trying to figure it out, are you a boy 
ora girl?” 

People silently and quickly began to 
leave the scene. My face went from the 
rose of victory to the scarlet of shame 
and confusion as | began to consider the 
possibility that she wasn't the only one 
with the same question. “Boy,” | mum- 
bled, my voice cracking as | said it. 

“Oh,” she said, not fully convinced or 
satisfied. 

Soon | was standing there with only 
Angie at my side feeling my heart rac- 
ing. It wasn't being mistaken for a girl 
that was the issue, it was not being 
seen for who | truly was that was both- 
ering me. 

That day was the first time | had ever 
had to come out about my gender, but it 
would not be the last. It reached its peak 
in the years after high school while | 
was working retail. The cashier would 
ask a customer, “Was there a salesper- 
son helping you?” to which the response 
was often, “Yes, that nice girl over 
there,” while pointing at me. 

At first | was confused, | don’t look 
like a girl and even through | have femi- 
nine mannerisms, so does Pete Wentz 
from Fall Out Boy, but no one confuses 
him with Hannah Montana. It is only in 
the last few years that | have realized it 
is not how | look but other people's defi- 
nition of gender that makes me appear 
womanly in their eyes. It is my softness, 


the fact | wear scarves and my urge 
partake in seemingly girly activities 
cues people to label me female. 


1 WAS REMINDED of the speeciy any 
debate incident last week whit. 
Toronto for Inside Out, a Lesbian 
Gay film festival where | had the ; pr 
lege of attending the Queer Here/( Ave f 
Now symposium. The two-day even; 
presented by V-Tape and Inside Out wa 
an opportunity to focus on “curren; 
social-political themes in queer media 
art production, presentation and dissem. 
ination” with contributions from writer 
thinkers and artists like Thomas Wayo! 
Allyson Mitchell, Tom Kalin, Shawne 
Dempsey and Lorri Millan. 

One of the most heated moments wz 
a discussion around gender represent 
tion on film and the use of labels and 
nouns. Two main camps were represente 
in the discussion; The “call it as | see i 
group, which felt they will call people by 
the pronoun they feel fits, and the “! will 
Call you what you want” group. Through 
out the discussion, which for one small 
moment became verbally violent there 
Were peacekeepers in the room who 
attempted to conjure up the positive 
Momentum of late ‘90s queer post-identi 
ty politics. In the glow of the New Queer 
Wave in Cinema and gigantic strides { 
ward in the AIDS movement there wa 
optimism that suggested that despite our 
differences all homosexuals could move 
forward under the happy umbrella of 
queer. Groups like Queer Nation emerged 
as heir apparent to the perceivably now 
unneeded anger of ACT-UP. 

The peacekeepers brought up pos! 
identity politics as a way of suggesting 
that a framework in which we could 
move beyond labels already existed, tha 
we needn't discuss how to talk abou! 
each other but instead conceive « 
way to talk about people without labe! 

While | was initially on board wi'! 
the peacekeepers, one person said whic! 
was for me a productive statemen 
“post-identity politics might be a so! 
tion for those who have already lia 
their identities recognized but for thos: 
who haven't, post isn’t an option” 

As our rights and acceptance '\0s 
increased, so too has our shared quee' 
complexity. No longer divided by just 2 
binary gender divide, we now also nego! 
ate social, political, multiple gende! 
facial, spiritual and economic conside' 
tions as well. 

As was felt at the symposium, we 2 
sexual and gender minorities are enterine 
exciting times where once again the euphe 
ria of gained ground and the reality of those 
not yet heard are coming to a head As 
Shawna Dempsey suggested on the fi's' 
day of the symposium, we as a commun’) 
are at our best when we are fighting. w 


what you want if you use the fewest words 
and the most minimal actions necessary. 


TAURUS (APR 20-MAY 20) 
“Too bad 90 per cent of the politicians give 
the other 10 per cent a bad reputation," 
said Henry Kissinger. I'm tempted to draw a 
similar conclusion about physicians, cops, 
fawyers, performance artists and a host of 
other professionals with whom I've had 
direct contact. Whether or not you agree 
with me, please be very picky in the com- 
ing days, Taurus. As you seek out “experts” 
to help or counsel you, make sure they are 
at the top of their respective fields. Do 
background research, get personal refer- 
ences, and try to experience them when 
their guards are down. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 


Do you realize that you now have a great 


potential to instigate ringing surprises? 
Your knack for healing the seemingly 
‘unhealable is at a peak, as is your ability 
to accomplish the impossible, get insight 
into the incomprehensible and feel equa- 
nimity amidst the uncontrollable. What 
do you plan to do with all that mojo, 
Gemini? | suggest that you act like a char- 
acter in a fairy tale who has been given 
three wishes. Not two or four, but three. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

“Dear Rob: My mother tells me I'm fat but 
feeds me pork rinds. My strongest supporter 
is @ person | want to wrap up like a mummy, 
put in a canoe and push out into the middle 
of the lake. My exuberant imagination has 
taken me hostage, violating its own princi- 
ples. I'm so completely ambivalent and inde- 
cisive about everything that even my 
addictive nature can't figure out what to be 
addicted to. I'd embrace my contradictions if 
I could, but | can’t because they've got me 
Surrounded like a pink-haired, cross-dressing 
SWAT team frothed up on Red Bull. Can you 
point me in the direction of the exit from this 
circus-like hell? —Crazy Crab.” Dear Crazy: | 
detect a lot of wit and style in your medita- 
tions. Maybe that's the purpose of this limbo 
you're temporarily lost in: it's an opportunity 
to build your skill at being lively and feisty 
and smart no matter what your outer cir- 
cumstances are. 


LEO (JUL 23-AUE 22) 

| Jove this excerpt from “The Seeker,” a 
poem by Rilke in his Book of Hours (trans- 
lated by Robert Bly): “I am circling around 
God, around the ancient tower, and | have 
been circling for a thousand years, and | 
Still don’t know if! am a falcon, or a storm, 
or a great song.” Here's my own personal 


2 CLASSIFIEDS 


‘YOU WANT TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIAED AD In 
VUE WEEKLY, PLEASE PHONE 425-1996, 


Eight Minute Date- 
Gallery Bar 
Register at 


Speed Date Wed June 11 at The 
18-32 33-41, 43-51 & 53-63. 
-8535 or ww.eightminutedate.ca 


EDUCATIONAL 


On-Camera Acting Intensive 
Calgary June 9-20, limited seats 
www.vadastudios.com 


MOVIE DOSTER SHOP 


Affordable picture frame options, Music Posters 
ard Gateway Bhd. 439-0408 


STUDENTS & 
SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 


SPACE FOR RENT 


variation: “| am circling around love, 
around the throbbing hum, and | have been 
Circling for thousands of days, and | still 
don’t know if | am a wounded saint, or a 
fainy dawn, or a creation story.” Please 
compose your own version of this poem, 
Leo. It's an excellent time to fantasize 
about what you're circling around and 
what force of nature you might be, 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

Your role model is Tilly Trotter, a blind, 74- 
year-old grandmother who lives in the UK. 
She took up archery two years ago despite 
her handicap. Recently she pulled off a rare 
feat, shooting her arrow so precisely that it 
split another arrow already lodged in the 
target. Among archers, this is called a Robin 
Hood. According to my analysis of the astro- 
logical omens, you now have the power to 
do something similar, Virgo: avercome a dis- 
advantage in order to accomplish a riveting 
triumph that would be difficult even for 
those who don't have to deal with a limita- 
tion like yours. You're primed to carry out 
your personal version of a Robin Hood, 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

Here's transpersonal psychologist Roger 
Walsh, writing in the December 2001 
issue of ONS Review. “This is the first 
time in history that publicly acknowledging 
that you follow two or more distinct spiri- 
tual traditions would not have you burned 
at the stake, stoned to death, or facing a 
firing squad. We tend to forget what an 
extraordinary time this is, that for the first 
time in history we have the entirety of the 
world's spiritual and religious traditions 
available to us, and we can practice them 
... without fear.” | advise you to take full 
advantage of this extraordinary freedom, 


photography, massage- type business 
Michelle 907-1405 


: MUSICAL EQUIPMENT 


eR eh 

TOA PA. 300 watt, 6 channel E.0., Reverb, Comp. c/w 
3 way ported 15" Yamaha Cabinets suitable for 

garage bands, community halls, Dus. $1200 963-4984 


Upright piano suitable for conversion to bar, CD rack, 
ish tank. Requires extensive work. $300 963-4984 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 
MODAL MUSIC INC, 221-3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981 


Guitarist. Educator. 
Graduate of GMCC music program. 


WORKSHOPS 
DRAMAWORKS & ARTSTREK Theatre workshops for 


adults and teens. July 2008. 422-8162 / 
www. theatrealberta.com 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


for Musical Comedy for the Edmonton 
. For auditions ph Chris 918-6644, E: 
sari com. Info at 


Actors 
Fringe. 


Artworks donated by local artists wanted for charity 
sot wan need by June 30. Contact 
; Jeannette at 4 il.com 


Mostly Water Theatre accepting submissions for 
Metro Digi 


Shorts. Submissions must be a maximum 
of 5 mins, to be shown on June 14, Spm at Metro 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Librea—especially now, while you're ina 
phase of your astrological cycle that’s con- 
ducive to expanding your Spiritual reper- 
toire. Think about adding some ideas and 
practices and magic from outside your 
established belief system. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

In her natal horoscope, Icelandic 
chanteuse Bjirk has the sun, moon and 
Neptune in the sign of Scorpio. Here's 
how she describes what it’s like being 
her: “! have to re-create the Universe 
&very morning when | wake up, and kill it 
in the evening.” Sound familiar? That's a 
pretty good summary of the temperament 
of your tribe, and especially so fight now, 
as yOu navigate your way through the 
astrological House of Resurrection, 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 -DEC 21) 

Most astronomers are irrationally prejudiced 
against us astrologers. They typically deride 
Our ancient art without ever having read any 
of the masters whose work articulates the 
core principles of astrology. It's the equiva- 
lent of speaking about the theory of relativi- 
ty without ever having studied Einstein 
Despite their disdain, | don't hate them back 
On the contrary, | celebrate their efforts to 
understand the universe, and | make abun 
dant use of the information they've gleaned 
Be like me in the coming week, Sagittarius. 
Appreciate those who don't appreciate you, 
especially if they are doing good work that 
can benefit you and others. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

This would be a good week to celebrate fail- 
ure—to laugh about the comic horror stories 
of your past defeats, to gain a new apprecia- 
tion for the prickly lessons you learned and 


Cinema. Submit deadline ts June 4 For more infor 
mation please contact Trent Wilkie at 886-6293 or tren: 
twilkie@gmail.com 


Looking for director for Fringe play (drama), norton- 
mah@hotmail.com 


Photographer seeks interesting, strong, photogenic 
faces. Sitter will be repaid with free photographs 
Garry contact@gerryyaum.com, www.gerryyaum.com 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


Harcourt House Arts Cantra: Call for Submissions for 
Artist in Residence Program. Submission deadline 
May 31 Residency begins Nov. 1, 2008 


PROJECT ACCOUNTANT 


Book publisher looking for highly moti 
vated person with proven analytical skills 
to review accounting systems and proce- 
dures within a group of companies, This 
position will be responsible for reviewing 
management reports and providing accu- 
rate management information, maintain 
Ing and improving the job costing 
system, account and ledger reconcilla 
ton, as well as internal audit functions 
and audit preparation. This position 
offers the potential to grow with the 
company in the accounting area 


REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS: 


* Completion of a recognized 
program in accounting 

» Extensive experience with 
ACCPAC or Simply Accounting 

* Proficient with MS Excel 

* Experience with MS Access preferred 

* Knowledge of modern billing and 
Inventory control technology desirable 


: 


to let go of any regret, shame, or anger you 
might still be lugging around. I'd even recom- 
mend that you and your friends Stage a Brag 
About Your Failures party. Try to outdo each 
other as you render in ignominious detail the 
things that went wrong, the mistakes-you 
made, and the people who let you down. | 
think you'll be amazed at how effectively this 
will dissolve the karma left over from those 
misadventures—and help free you from 
their ghostly clutches. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20- FEB 18) 


Maybe you've conceived a child at some 
time in your life. Maybe you never have or 
never will. Whatever the case, even if you're 
a man, | invite you to visualize the xperi- 
ence. Imagine that a force of nature haliger- 
minated, and that you are carrying another 
life within you. Try to approximate the uncan- 
ny twinge that a pregnant woman senses 
when her fetus first moves, This exercise will 
be a simulation of and rehearsal for the psy- 
chic quickening you will soon enjoy. 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 


In her journals, Sylvia Plath said there are 
two different ways to be free of desires 
The first is when you are “dead and rot- 
ten inside and there is nothing in the 
world.” The second is when you are “so 
full and rich and have so many inner 
worlds that the outer world is notuagees- 
Sary for joy, because jay emanates from 
the inner core of your being." In the past, 
Pisces, you have had a few encounters 
with the dead and rotten state. But | 
believe you are now in a phase when the 
full and rich condition will prevail. During 
this grace period, you will not really need 
anything beyond what you already have 
My advice? Start the celebration! w 


Teach English Overseas 
TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class.g,. 
Online/No Degree Required 
Job Overseas Guaranteed! 
FREE Info Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 
10037B - 82 Ave. 
Edmonton,AB T6E 122 
1-888-270-2941 § 
globaltesol.com “= 


ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 


Book publisher looking for highly moti- 
vated and versatile person to assist ad- 
ministrative and accounting staff for a 
group of companies. This position will 
provide backup In the human resources 
area, including payroll and benefits, su 
port basic accounting functions such} 
GST reporting and bank reconciliation, 
and provide additional administrative 
and secretarial support to management. 
This position offers the potential to grow 
with the company in the administration 
and accounting areas. 


REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS: 


« Proficient with the MS Office sulte 

+ Diverse background in administration 
and accounting 

+ Completion of a recognized program 
In accounting preferred 

* ACCPAC or Simply Accounting 
experience prefers 

+ ADP experience preferred 

* Some human resources background 
desirable 


Phezsz c-teall resumes fo 


mtcbir@lonepinepublishing.com 
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DEAR READERS: ‘ 
| was quite prepared to let the “expecta- 


tion of blow jabs on Mother's Day” thing 


go, especially since Mother's Day itself 
is a couple weeks gone, but now the 
Fathers Day press releases are trickling 
in (not gushing manfully but | suppose 
that'§to follow) and the picture that 
emerges of the state of sex in the mod- 
ern Western (hemisphere, not yippee-i- 
o-kiy-ay) bedroom is just so weird | can’t 
let it alone. 

First there was the Mother's Day gift- 
basket meant to get horny, aggrieved and 
yet entitled-feeling husbands to bug their 
wives for sex instead of going out and 
getting them a pain au chocolat (the bas- 
kets contained paint au chocolat but that 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


Harcourt House Arts Centre: Call for Submissions for 
Artigap Residence Program. Submission deadline: 
31 Residency begins Noy. 1, 2008 


The Alberta Society of Artists with the Edmonton 

Public Library is presenting a free public lecture with 
Eileen Raueher-Sutton on hey May 29, 7pm at the 

Stanley A. Milner Theatre, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq 


MUSICIANS 


Seeking experienced drummer to begin immediately 
blue/rock/country band: gigs: rehearsal space with kit 
satup. Call Colin: 780-444-4657 


» the winner must be 18 or older, 
» prize must be accepted as 


- no one may enter any contest 
more than once. 


- you may only win once every 60 


+ Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exctite anyone from our 
contests, 


~no staff, sponsors or members 
of their immediate families may 
enter 


- the personal information of 
those who enter will not be sold 
but may be provided to contest 
‘sponsors. 


~ the chances of winning depend 


Weekly for publicity. 


- Vue Weekly is not responsible 
for prizes unclaimed after 15 
days. 


crap for 


—— 


is not at all the same thing). To me this 
implies a target audience of couples who 
are not having sex, the female halves of 
which have to be jollied into jt with 
cheesy “romantic” gifts and who, even 
more weirdly, can be jollied into it with 
cheesy “romantic” gifts. 

And now | have a “New! For Father's 
Day!” ad from the last place I'd expect 
to produce a sleazy and ultimately 
rather sad commentary on the per- 
ceived state of modern, child-having 
Mariage: a mom ‘n’ pop organic, non- 
sweatshop-made “family fashion” (nov- 
elty T-shirt) company. | mean! Women, 
would you get your husband a shirt that 
says “Daddy needs some love'n?” How 
about “My wife likes to spoon but | 
prefer to fork?” Bear in mind that these 
are supposed to be gifts. What are we 
saying here? Why not just go to Cafe- 
Press and make him a shirt that says 
“You're not getting any and | think 
that’s pretty funny, har har har?” 


Electric bass player available for working cover or 
Funk dance band. All styles. Have gear and profes- 
sional. Young and neat in appearance, Rod 232-6373 


Bass al with vocals wanted for three-piece band 
ester Canadian roots-based music. 
www.marvmachura.com Marv @ 240-1509 


Mature basso seeks pianist for pleasure, recording 
and poss gigs. Contact Darrelbeardeer@yahoo.ca 


“Edt based pear band Seeks prof lead guitar player, 

back-lp vouals an asset. No use of drugs or alchohol 

See wwwjulyrocks.com for info, audition (May 24) Ph 
Shane 203-7638, Rolland 903-8756 


Looking for drummer for 3-piece indie rock project 
Must be open minded. Ph Chuck at 235-0822 


Pro-lével bass player wanted for original/covers rock 
trio. Back-up vocals over 25 under 45, Please be seri- 
ous and professional. 860-8277 


Buskers wanted Aug. 2 outdoor family event in Stony 
Plain. Must register. spcountrymarket@hotmail.com 
445-9114 Seeking lively, friendly entertainers 


VOLUNTEER 


Volunteers wanted for feats-Festival of Dance, 
{June 28-July 13) please contact feats Festival staff 
at (780) 422-8107 or feats2008@live,ca 


Volunteer For Nextfest! June 5-15th. 
Receive Free Festival Pass! For more information 
please contact Elisa @ 453-2440 


Volunteers needed to "make fun” at the Edmonton 
ional Street Festival (July + 

13), Apply online at www.edmontonstreetfest.com, 
email at volunteer@edmontonstreetfest.com, or call 

Liz at 425-5162. (volunteers must 14 yrs minimum) 


PA.L.S. Project Adult Literacy Society used book sale 
on Sat, June 21 at the Downtown Farmer's Market 
104 St. Volunteers are needed. For infocall 424-5514 


The Works Art & Design Festival wants volun- 
teers, June 20-July 2. For info contact Volunteer 
Coordinator Caitlynn Cummings at 780-426-2122 axt 
230 or volunteer2@theworks.ab,ca 


The Edmonton International Baseball 
Foundation js looking for volunteers to assist in the 
hosting of the IBAF World Junior AAA Baseball 


Championship (Juty 25-Aug. 3), Call the £1.86 
Tournament Office 498-2225 


Hope Mission call for the summer, need water bottles 
to hand out throughout downtown's inner eity. Drop- 
off at 9908-106 Ave, call 422-2018 


Break the Code! Help and aduft to read and write 
Call Jordan Centre for Family Literacy 421-7323 
www famlit.ca 


Tandem Captains—Cycling with the Blind 
Tandem Captains required. Please contact John 
Collier at 433-1270 


dads ‘who love to fi 


Oh, and men, would you wear it? 
Would you write me and tell me why? 
And if you'd order it yourself and wear it 
out to lunch (real men don’t brunch, 
right?) on Father's Day to mortify your 
wife, explain that too. (By email, please, 
you don’t sound like the sort of people | 
would like to meet in real life.) I'm morti- 
fied for those women and | don’t even 
know any of them. 

| truly don’t. | swear | know a goodly 
number of heterosexuals—one does run 
into them now and then—and the car- 
toony vision these products and their 
promoters are promoting, it’s just not 
something | see a lot of. I’m actually 
quite happy to report this, but | don’t 
hear from or even hear about a lot of 
marriages in which the wives refuse sex 
out of contempt , complete lack of inter- 
est or utter lack of concern over whether 
their mates are happy or not. Recently 
I've been meeting a lot of women who 
are hoping to regain lost sex drives and 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


Jackie James-Discrete and upscale 
Attractive petite brunette, MILF. 5ft - 90'lbs 
Mature gentlemen only, edmt southside 
Ph 780-887-4989 


Misty . . Desirable redhead, mature, petite 
model Offers passion; spanking, fantasies or 


wm mmm = GHCBK 442-3039 
5291 1847-001/053816197-002 


ASIAN TOUCH MASSAGE 
100% GFE, best service in town 
www.freewebs.com/asiantouch 

695-3623 


Gothic Angel, 26 
Gutcalls only, flat rates quoted 
Independent escort 
442 0744 
Ue # 75S05846-001 


Independent Monique, 32 
Beautiful, amazing body, very busty 
Noon-8pm, 413-0294 


FLAT RATE FUN 
24/7 call before 3am 
www. flatratefun.com 
(780) 932-4739 lic#64748946 


ADULT 


Prestige Massage 
Ask for daily special Monday to 
Thursday 
10 am to 4:30pm. Two new Girls. 
440-3643 


SERVICES 


SACE-Public Education : Sexual 
Assault Centre of Edmonton (wwnw.sace.ab,ca) pro- 
vides crisis intervention, information, counseling, 
public education services. For 8 customized presen- 
tation T; 423-4102/F: 421-8734/E: info@sace.ab.ca; 
www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis Line: 423-4121 


Canadian Mental Health Association, 
www, Education Program 
is pleased to offer workshops to give you the skills 

to intervene with people who may be at risk for 
suicide. Follow the links to or call 414 


LOCAL 
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lives after having babies, and even they 
(of course these particular women are 
the ones who are motivated enough to 
bother talking about it) never show a 
hint of of contempt for the men they 
aren't doing it with. They'd like to do it, 
They want to want to it. They've just lost 
touch with it. Desire disorder is the dys- 
function of the day—just wait till the 
drug that fixes that hits the market. Peo- 
ple will be all “Viagra who?” 

While cheesy dad gifts are on the 
table, | would like to register one more 
complaint. | don’t know what the gift- 
promoters are trying to pull here but it 
struck me as quite completely unfair 
that after the stupid Mother's Day 
come-ons, which were both sexed-up 
and creepily infantilizing, the first thing 
| got that was aimed at dads said sim- 
ply that you should get him a bottle of 
really nice single malt scotch. What, no 
boxer shorts on a stick? 


bad as crap for moms 


heterosexuals here and there 
~ asked if! would comment on the ; 
nia Supreme Court's ruling on o>, 
fage (um, they were for it), Suro. 
to admit [have Nothing particularly... 
to say about legal gay Mafriage, \'m f,. 
I'm a lot more for it than so, 1eofe 
Gayest friends are, as a matte; 9; ,.. 
they're in the “Why should we beg : 
let us pretend to be just like you"... 
while I'm over here in the “It's no 
that | should get to claim a certain kind of 
legitimacy for my felationship that y, 
don't get for yours” camp, They pat mo. 
the head. Me, I'm just dorky enovoh 
all sejoice-y about this, and hope + 
Midwestern friend's “spousal unit frets 
to make an honest woman of hey air, 
oh; 15 years and two kids. And how 
any event which occasions this heady 
“Star Trek's George Takei to Marry | 
time Partner” fail to produce a “woo 
a “hoo?” 
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While on the subject of knowing afew —_LOVE, ANDREA 
*’ BOO SD RIS) OS'S. 0.60 D601 O'R See eee ee 
$ " ——— ss a A A i : 
3 100’s of F ® 
< HOT be 
es BABU i iecosret ae eexees......... K 
_ Sittst “calgary 403-313-3311 : 


Nigniline. _ Other cities 1- 


877-834-4044 : 
Mobile pay, text “SCORE” to 96669 
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$s.00N10min © 
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780-665-0808 
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LOCAL CHAT. CALL FREE: code 2315 
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780.413.7122 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 
Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial for MEN 


702.2223 
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*WHEN COMPARED TO A TYPICAL CANADIAN CIGARETTE. 


WARNING 
CIGARETTES LEAVE YOU BREATHLESS 


Tobacco use causes crippling, often fatal lung diseases such as emphysema. 
Health Canada 
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